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Puiposes of the American Alliance 
For Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance 

The American Alliance is an educational organization, structured for 
the purposes of supporting, encouraging, and providing assistance to 
member groups and their personnel throughout the nation as they seek 
to initiate, develop, and conduct programs in health, leisure, and 
movement-related activities for the enrichment of human life. 

Alliance objectives include: 

1. Professional growth and development— to support, encourage, 
and provide guidance in the development and conduct of programs in 
health, leisure, and movement-related activities which are based on the 
needs, interests, and inherent capacities of the individual in today's 
society. 

2. Communications— to facilitate public and professional under- 
standmg and appreciation of the importance and value of health, leisure, 
and movement-related activities as they conlribute toward human well- 
being. 

3. Research— to encourage and facilitate research which will enrich 
the depth and scope of health, leisure, and movement-related activities; 
and to disseminate the findings to the profession and other interested 
and concerned publics. 

4. Standards and guidelines— to further the continuous development 
and evaluation of standards within the profession for personnel and 
programs in health, leisure, and movement-related activities. 

5. Public affairs— to coordinate and administer a planned program 
of professional, public, and governmental relations that will improve 
education in areas of health, leisure, and movement-related activities. 

6. To conduct other activities as shall be approved by the Board of 
Governors and the Alliance Assembly, provided that the Alliance shall 
not engage in any activity which would be inconsistent with the status 
of an educational and charitable organization as defined in Section 501 
(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or any successor provi- 
sion thereto, » none of the said purposes shall at any time be deemed 
or construed to be purposes other than the public benefit purposes and 
objectives consistent with such educational and charitable status. 

Bylaws, Article III 
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Foreword 




Vivian Acosta 

NAGWS President 



It is with great pleasure that I extend greetings to you on behalf of the 
NAGWS Board of Directors. To those who contributeJ many hours 
of time and effort in the preparation of the Guide, we extend our sincere 
thanks and congratulations on a job well done. 

As members of NAGWS, we share an important legacy which bonds 
us together. Continuing as part of this legacy is the publication of the 
Guides, which contain the most current information for use by players, 
coaches, officials teachers, and administrators of girls' and women's 
sports programs. 

NAGWS has always been and continues to be committed to high 
quality and equitable sports programs for all. One of the purposes of 
NAGWS is to meet the needs of women serving in athletic leadership 
roles and to increase their opportunities for representation. We invite 
your suggestions and ideas towards achieving these goals. Additionally, 
NAGWS welcomes your comments concerning any of its programs. 
Service to the membership of NAGWS is of paramount importance. 

As we go forward together, let us all keep the motto of NAGWS 
uppermost in our thoughts— "Committed to Quality and Equ'^lity." 
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National Association for 
Girls 8^ Women in Sport 

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport is a non- 
profit, educational organization designed to serve the needs of partici- 
pants, teachers, coaches, leaders, and administrators in sports programs 
for girls and women. It is one of seven associations of the American 
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the National Association for Girls and Women in 
Sport is to foster the development of sports programs for the enrich- 
ment of the life of the participant. 



Beliefs 

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport believes that: 

Sports are an integral part of the culture in which we live. 

Sports programs are a part of the total educational experience of the 
participant when conducted in educational institutions. 

Opportunities for instruction and participation in sports appropriate 
to her skill level should be included in the experience of every girl. 

Sports skills and sports participation are valuable social and recrea- 
tional tools which may be used to enrich the lives of women in our 
society. 

Competition and cooperation may be demonstrated in all sports pro- 
grams, although the type and intensity of the competition and coopera- 
tion will vary with the degree or level of skill of the participants. 

An understanding of the relationship between competition and coop- 
eration and the utilization of both within the accepted framework of 
our society is one of the desirable outcomes of sports participation. 

Physical activity is important in the maintenance of the general health 
of the participant. 

Participation in sports contributes to the development of self-confi- 
dence and to the establishment of desirable interpersonal relationships. 



Functions 

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport promotes 
Q ' able sports programs through: 



ERIC 



9 



NATIONAt ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS «i WOMEN IN SPORT 



Formulating and publicizing guiding principles and standards for the 
administrator, leader, official, and player. 

Publishing and interpreting rules governing sports for girls and 
women. 

Providing the means ftr training, evaluating, and rating officials. 
Disseminating information on the conduct of girls' and women's 
sports. 

Stimulating, evaluating, and disseminating research in the field of 
girls' and women's sports. 

Cooperating with allied groups interested in girls' and women's sports 
in order to formulate policies and rules th t affect the conduct of 
women's sports. 

Providing opportunities for the development of leadership among 
girls and women for the conduct of their sports programs. 



For NAGWS membership information, call or write: 
The American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Dance 
1900 Association Drive 
Reston, Virginia 22091 
(703) 476-3450 
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Standards in Sports for Girls 
8^ Women 

Standards in sports activities for girls and women should be based 
upon the following: 

Sports activities for girls and women should be taught, coaclied, and 
officiated by qualified women whenever possible. 

Programs should provide every girl with a wide variety of activities. 

The results of competition should be judged in terms of benefits to 
the participants rather than by the winning of championships or the 
athletic or commercial advantage to schools or organizations. 

Health and Safety Standards for Players 

Careful supervision of the health of all players must be provided by: 

1. An examination by a qualified physician 

2. Written permission by a qualified physician after serious illness 
or injury 

3. Removal o** ayers when they are injured, overfatigued, or show 
signs of emotional instability 

4. A healthful, safe, and sanitary environment for sports activity 

5. Limitation of competition to a geographical area which will per- 
mit players to return at reasonable hours; provision for safe 
transportation 

General Policies 

Arrange matches between teams of comparable ability and maturity. 

Schedule games and practices so as not to place demands on teams 
or players which would jeopardize the educational objectives of the com- 
prehensive sports program. 

Discourage girls from practicing or playing with more than one team 
during a sport season. 

Promote social events with all forms of competition. 
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Coaches Academies of the 
National Coaches Council 



The National Coaches Academies were formed by the NAGWS to: 

(1) provide a channel of direct communication among coaches at all 
educational levels 

(2) assist in the formulation and dissemination of guiding principles, 
standards, and policies for conducting competitive sports programs 
for girls and women 

(3) keep members informed of current coaching techniques and trends 

(4) sponsor clinics and conferences in sports and coaching skills 

(5) provide opportunities for members to become appointed represen- 
tatives to the National Governing Body of a particular sport, and/or 
sports-specific rules committees 

(6) promote cooperative efforts with other sports-centered organizations 

(7) endorse international exchange programs 

(8) provide a united body for positive political action in the realm of 
girls* and women's athletics. 

Academies for 13 sports have been established. (Note the applica- 
tion blank for specific listings.) Membership in each Academy is open 
to any coach of girls' or women's sports or any interested person. An- 
nual dues for AAHPERD members are $10.00 per Academy. Non- 
AAHPERD members pay $20.00 annually for membership in one sport 
Academy and $5.00 for each additional Academy membership de- 
sired—this applies to both AAHPERD members and Non- 
AAHPERD members. 



Get involved... Join NOW. 
Direct .questions to: 
Darlene Kluka, Chair Peggy Kellers 



National Coaches Council 
1610 Elizabeth Avenue 
Ruston,LA 71270 



OR 



1900 Association Dr. 
Reston, VA 22091 
703/476-3450 



NAGWS Executive 
Director 
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Coaches Academies of the Affiliated National Coaches Coui>cil 

Natiotuil Assticuition for Girls & Women in Sporf AAHPERD 
1900 Association Dr., Rcston, VA 22091 



NAME 



last 



first 



initial 



ADDRESS 



FOR OFFICE USE. 

DT AMT: 

CK: 



High School 



c"y sutc zip 

AAHPERD MEMBERS Membership number as it appears on vour journal label: . 

Teaching/Coaching level (please check): College _J Jr. College 

Jr. High ^ El'*...entary Other 

Please check the ac. demies you wish to join:* □ Badminton □ Basketball □ Bowling 

□ Fenrn* □ Field Hockey □ Gymnastics 1 Soccer □ Softball □ Swimming 

□ Team Handball □ Tennis □ Track/Field □ Vol.eyball 
I am willing to serve on an Academy committee: □ 

* AAHPERD members. $10.00 for one Academy and $5.00 for each additional Academy. Non- 
AAHPERD members $20.00 for one Academy and $5.00 each additional Academy. 



Please send AAHPFRu membership information* 



. yes. 



no 



Committee and 
Articles 



NAGWS Soft:r>all Committee 



JANIS MATSON, Chair and Rules Interpreter, Rt. 1, Box 222B, Roads 

End, Pittsboro, NC 27312; (919) 967-4800 
RICK KIMMETH, Ratings Chair, 144 Sheridan Ave., Erie, PA 16509; 

(814) 868-0084 

DENNIS MADER, Examinations Chair, RDH2, Box 26F, Cross 

Creek, Bergettstown, PA 15201-9401; (412) 947-4061 
JIM O'DRAIN Training Chair, 4535 Tudor St., Philadelphia, PA 

19136; (215) 335-2935 
WILLIAM CHRISTY, At-Large, RD#1, Box 234, Daisytown, PA 

15427; (412) 769-5965 
BARBARA HORNAK, At-Large, 3169 W. 40th, Erie, PA 16506; 

(814) 833-2638 
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Using the Softbc !l Scoresheet 



Explanation of Sample Scoresheet 

First Inning. Jones was walked (BB). Beckmann hit a grounder to the 
shortstop (6). who threw out Jones on a double play to the second 
baseman (4) who tossed out Beckmann at firstbase (3). (Join Jones' and 
Beckmann s boxes with a line \^-^) Jones (T) andBe':kmann (7) 
were out. Beals hit a home run (HR) to the nght fieldjenic (note line 
indicating this). Grebner lined out to the rl ♦ fielder (9) (y) , 1 run, 1 
hit. 1/1 ^ 

Second In.iing. Hubbard singled (IB) to left field. McKee (center 
fielder (8)) doubled (2B) to left field, baUing in Hubbard who had stolen 
second base (SB). Bain struck out (K) (T) . Brcmberg was safe at first 
base on an error by the firs^baseman (A4 E3D). McKee w^iit to third. 
Baker (1) grounded out (T) to the third baseman who threw to the 
first baseman (5-3). McKee scored on the play <^ul a 1 at the base of the 
field diagram in McKee's box). Jones fouled (T) to the catcher (f2). 2 
runs, 2 hits. 2/2 

Third Inning. Beckmann tripled (3 B). Beals batted in Beckmann with 
a single (IB) to center. Grebner was safe on a fielder's choice when she 
grounded tojthe third baseman who threw the ball to second base for a 
force-out (T) on Beals (5^4, PC). Hubbardbunted (Bt) to advance 
Grebner to second base, and was thrown out (l) by the pitcher to first 
baseman (1-3). McKee grounded out (?) to the first baseman unas- 
sisted (3U). 1 run, 2 hits. 1/2 
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SUMMARY 










WlMMj: . PITCHER .3a»<i"iL LOSING PITC 

AT OFF J^Jl^Ji^ 2-SU - - OFF MBb 

RUNS OFF 2 OFF i^lAh 

STRUCK OUT ir2>fL!il^^— .-BY„nQfi< 
DOUBU PUY^j^CK])\a'i££.2i-^^^^ik. 



PASSED lAllS JHClMjl i. _ L 



KEY TO SY^^BOLS 
PLAYERS (Numbers are used ' 
1 -pitcher 



S'^shortstop 
7-left fielder 
B-center fielder 
9-ri9ht fielder 



2- €4tcher 

3- f irst b^semin 

4- second biseman 

5- >th}rd baseman 

HITS (Line is drawn through appropriate initials on right of 
square, and a (me is drawn from base to base to indi- 
cate progress.) 
HR-home run SAC-$acrifice hit 

3B-tnple HP-hit by pitcher 

2B--double BB-walk 
1 B-stng(e 

OUTS (Number of each player handling the bsll is in- 
cluded, arvJ the numbe- of total outs made in each 
inning is indicated b/ a circle wuhin the box-^?)) 
% 3 -grounder to second baseman who threw the runner 

out at first ba$e 
— -ground ball (number of player involved placed above) 
O - popup (numbei of player s placed underneath) 
-line drive (number of player is placed underneath) 
fly (number of player is placed underneath) 
B - fly to center fielder 
U - unassisted (number of player indicated) 
E - error (number of player indicated) 
E5F - error by third baseman on a fumble 
E5Th - error by third baseman on a bad throw 
E50 - error by third baseman on a dropped throw 

A - assist (number of player indicated) 
OT - overthrew (number of player indicated) 
WP - wild pitch 
PB - passed ball 
K - strike out 
Bk-balk 
Bt - bunt 

SB - stolen base (place by base player stole) 
DP - double play (a line ts connected :o both boxes of 
pliyert involved) 

B - run batted tn by the center fielder 
f2 - fouled to catcher 

F - furr 'e 

f - foul ball 
FC - fielder's choice 

/ - end of inning 
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PUYERS i 
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Coaching: More Tlian What is Between 
the Foul Lines 



Shelley A, Monas 

Shelley A, Monas is currently the coach at Northwestern High School in 
Albion, PA. She has coached there two years, compiling a 32-11 record, 
including an undefeated season in the Erie County League in 1988. She 
formerly coached at Mercyhurst College in Erie, PA, for four years, witha 
66-13-1 record. Shelley has a BS degree in Education from Edinboro 
Vni^'ersity of Pennsylvania. 

Informative articles have been written about softball. Coaches need to 
share their thoughts on what makes their programs successful. What do 
stickers, post-its, rap, rectangles, and guts have to do with softball? 
These are the coaching aids I use in my program to prepare my players 
for competition. Coaching is much more than what is between the foul 
lines. 

I do not coach softball; I coach young people to play softball. I coach 
players who differ in personality, perception, and motivation. They also 
differ in how they learn, so I use a variety of teaching strategies to meet 
my players' needs. A majority of athletes learn by doing. I use step by 
step progressions to teach skills. I supplement my teaching with the use 
of hand-outs, fundamental checklists, and videotapes. Some athletes 
need to see others perform the skill. Many need to see themselves 
perform before they can comprehend what they are doing. I create an 
atmosphere where learning has priority. 

I organize my content just like a teacher. I determine what techniques 
will be taught and retaught for both rookies and vets, and I build upon 
the accomplishments of the previous season. When my emphasis is on 
identifying and hitting the entire zone one season, my emphasis the next 
season is on making the bat "whistle" (increase bat velocity), I use cue 
words to describe the execution of the technique. The key to effective 
teaching is knowing what you expect from your players, then finding the 
best way to communicate those expectations. 

I create a learning experience that is stimulating and builds confi- 
dence. I do this by using modified equipment. Balls of different sizes and 
Hensities aid in overcoming the fear of the ball. Various simulations of 
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gloves and bats help teach specific fundamentals. Distance and speed 
can be controlled by using varied methods of producing force on the ball. 
Here is how I would sequence the tasks to teach the fielding of a ground 
ball. The tasks arc organized from simple to complex to assure success: 
Field a 1) tennis ball from a wall with bare hands; 2) ragball from a 
coach's toss with bare hands; 3) rubberized Softball from a partner with a 
paddleboard (wood glove to emphasize fielding with two hands); 
4) Softball froma partnei with a paddleboard and glove; 5) softball from 
a machine with a glove; 6) softball hit by a coach and a teammate with a 
glove; 7) live hit ball from the shortstop position with a glove; 8) live ball 
in a scrimmage situation with runners on with a glove. I expect my 
players to execute with proper technique. I set goals for each task to 
emphasize the quality of skill I want, and I adapt the skill to the game 
situation by combining fielding with throwing. These two skills must be 
practiced together. 

Make a diamond into a "rectangle" and place four bases down at each 
comei. Position a player .A each base. Alternate across the rectangle 
throws with down the line .hrows until the player that started the round 
receives the ball again. Perform five to 10 or more rounds. Thus, you 
have the best way I know to work a number of players in a small area. It is 
a great way to teach the fundamentals of two hand catch, grab seams for 
quick release, and over the top throws. The foot^^■ork for the force, 
putting on a tag, fielding the bunt, ground ball glove, non-glove side, and 
even flyballs are some of the techniques that can be taught and practiced 
in this formation. Challenge your p!iyers; can you do five rounds with- 
out a dropped ball or errant throw? By using a fifth player at the starting 
corner, have your players follow their thro'vs by sprinting to the base 
they have thrown to. Conditioning is being done without your players 
knowing it. The benefits of these drills are numerous. The players get the 
repetition they need to improve their skills. Coaches can be offering 
corrective feedback. Players can work within their own ability levels. 
They are adaptable to the game diamond when fundamentals are 
sharper and arms are stronger. Four corner drills are beneficial for both 
infielders and outfielders. Once the players know the routine, I can be 
free to work with those who are having difficulties or to work in the other 
half of the gym on another skill. The drills are excellent for improving 
concentration skills. The players learn not to rush their throws. They 
improve at handling all kinds of throws and short hops. The players are 
busy, they are working hard, they take pride in their ability to "make it 
click," and they really like the drills. 

I want my defensive players to go to the ground (dive) for a hit ball. I 
1 drill I refer to as **beat the ball.** One fielder faces the coach in a 
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good ready position. The coach is kneeling down, and rolls the Softball, 
easy at first, to make the fielder explode to the ball. They must stop the 
ball before it reaches a certain point. Move the fielder to the glove and 
non-glove side. It does take some "guts" or inner drive to dive and field 
the fast moving ball. This also helps the fielders keep their bodies and 
gloves down. They are actually having a good time working on their 
range at the same time. 

Pitching, catching, and hitting are the most difficult skills to develop in 
young people. There just does not seem to be enough time. Here is a 
voluntary program my athletes can do on their own time. Yoang people 
like "stickers."When an athlete pitches, catches (a pitcher), or swings 
the bat 100 times, she places a nports sticker on an incentive chart (they 
can b purchased in any teacher's store). If an athlete, who is on her/his 
ho' r, places a sticker in 100 squares, she becomes a member of the 
or ) Club. The athlete's name is engraved on a special plaque that is 
ed in the school. These skilled positions and hitting need repeti- 
Dr consistency. ITiis is just one way I get incentive to work for me. 
.ake care of your players physiological needs. Always keep water on 
md. Talk to your players about their diet and proper nutrition. My 
'post-it" program helps keep players' studies in perspective. The 
players write down their test dates, paper and project due dates, and 
special activities on a "post-if* pad. They stick this information up on a 
monthly calendar which is displayed in the locker room. The calendar is 
checked periodically to determine if certain individuals or the entire 
team needs time off to study. I am not afraid to schedule a study hall after 
school. A day off out of the blue usually does a world of good. Your 
athletes will appreciate it. We all need time to recharge our batteries. 
The next practice, we all come back rested, refreshed, and ready to work 
hard. 

After the first week of practice, I get my team together for a "rap 
session." We "rap" about team goals, strengths, weaknesses, rules, 
distractions, priorities, and answer any questions. After pre-session 
scrimmages, I have TLA's (Talk, Listen, and Attitude), or individual 
meetings. We talk about roles, progress, and future plans. I am made 
aware of any problems. I take the problems to the captains and we find a 
solution together. Give your senior members responsibilities. Have 
some get-togethers away from the gym and field. Let your players see 
you in different lights; as a wife or husband, a father or mother, a son or a 
daughter, a teacher, and in a social setting away from the school. These 
ideas help me to get to know my players and they get to know me. These 
philosophies and techniques work for me. They show that I care. 
I ha'^e experienced both roles: being inside the foul lines and outside. 
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As a coach, the things that are not good for the game of softball are when 
umpires are not cordial and friendly, are late without an explanation, 
rush the defensive team during a time out, are not consistent with the 
strike zone from the first to the last inning, are unable to communicate 
with the catcher to avoid a confrontation with an upset pitcher regarding 
a strike zone, do not hustle, and overrule their partner. As an umpire, 
the things that are not good for the game are when coaches beg for bails 
and strikes, look for excuses when they are frustrated with their teams' 
performance, and provoke arguments. Mutual respect must exist be- 
tween both professional groups, and neither party should put the other 
in a threatening position. Keep things in perspective. We must be good 
examples for the athletes. 
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1989 PLAYING RULE CHANGES 

RULE 1, SEC, 29 HELMET, 

a) A helmet worn by the batter and bascrunner shall be the type which has 
safety features equal to or greater than those providui by the fiill plastic cap 
with padding on the inside. The liner type helmet does not meet the rules 
specificatio.y b) A helmet worn by a catcher may be the skull type without the 
car flaps, or a helmet with ear flaps (JO slow pitch). 

RULE 2, SEC, 55 SACRIHCEFLY, 

A sacrifice fly is scored when, a) with less than two outs, the batter scored a 
runner with a fly ball which is caught, or, b) the ball or the line drive handled 
by an outfielder (or an infielder running in the out field) which is dropp**d and 
a runner scores, and if in the scorer's judgment, the runner could have stored 
after the catch, had the fly ball been caught. 

RULE 2, SFC, 1 YOUTH DIVISION FENCE, BASE, AND 

PITCHING DISTANCES, 

SEC, 3 

AGE GROUP FENCE MIN. FENCE MAX. BASES PITCHING 
Fast Pitch 



Girls 14-U 


175 ft. 


200 ft. 


60 ft. 


40 ft. 


Boys 14-U 


175 ft. 


200 ft. 


60 ft 


46 ft 


Girls 16-U 


200 ft. 


225 ft 


60 ft. 


40 ft. 


Boys 16-U 


200 ft. 


225 ft. 


60 ft. 


46 ft. 


Slow Pilch 










Girls 14-U 


225 ft. 


250 ft 


65 ft 


46 ft. 


Boys 14-U 


250 ft 


275 ft. 


65 ft. 


46 ft. 


Girls 16-U 


225 ft. 


250 ft. 


65 ft 


46 ft. 


Boys 16-U 


275 ft. 


300 ft. 


65 ft. 


46 ft 




ADULT SLOW PITCH: Men's Major and Super Division fence 
distance shall be 300 feet in national championship tournament play only 
(beginning 1991). 

14" Slow Pitch 60 ft. 46 ft. 

NOTE: If during the course of the game, the base distance or the pitching 
distance is found to be at the wrong d'.nc ons, correct the error and continue 
playing the game. 

RULE 3, SEC, 3 THE OFHCIAL SOFTBALL. 

d. Shall have a cover cemented to the ball by application of cement to the 
underside of the cover, and sewn with waxed thread of cotton or linen. If 
the cover is molded, it can be a) bonded to the core, or b) can be of the 
same composition as the core. Either molded type must have an authentic 
facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA. 

I. The white-stitch M inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play; 
Boys and Girls lO.under Junior Olympic fast pitch. It must have a COR of 
.50 and under and show the ASA logo. 
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j. The red stitch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASA) 
twelve-inch ball with a COk of .47 and under shall be used in the follow- 
ing ASA play; Adult men's slow pitch and Co-Ed slow pitch (male batters 
only). It must be marked MSP-47 and show the ASA logo. 

k The red stitch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASA) 
eleven-inch ball with a COR of .47 and under shall be used in the follow- 
ing ASA play; Women's slow pitch and Co-Ed slow Pitch (female batters 
only), and at! girls Junior Olympic slow pitch It must be marked 
GWSP-47 and show the ASA logo. 

RULZ:,SEC-9 MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS, 
AND SHIN GUARDS* 

a. (FP ONLY) Masks, with throat protectors must be worn by adult 
catchers, and Junior Olympic catchers must wear a mask, throat protector 
and helmet. An extended wire protector can be worn in lieu of a throat 
protector attached to the mask. NOTE: Any player warming up a Junior 
Olympic pitcher at any location within the confines ot the playing field 
shall wear a mask and throat protector. 

b (SP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear an approved batter's 
helmet, or the catcher's helmet with ear flaps and mask. 

c (FP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear shin guards and body 
protectors 

RULE3,SEC»11 UNIFORM.. 

b. PANTS/SLIDING PANTS. All player pants shall be either all long or 
short m style Players may wear a uniform, solid color pair of sliding 
pants It is not mandatory that all players wear sliding pants, but if more 
than one player wears them, they must be alike in color and style. No 
player may wear ragged, frayed, or slit legs on exposed sliding pants. 

2 HELMETS. All adult fast pitch and Junior Olympic fast and slow pitch 
offensive players must wear properly, batting helmets of similar color 
with double ear flaps that have been approved by the National Opcraung 
Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE). 
PENALTY: Failure to wear the batting helmet when ordered to do so by 
the umnire shall cause said player to be declared out. Deliberately wear- 
ing th. c'lmet improperly or deliberately removing the helmet during a 
live ban play and seen by the umpire as a delibeidte act, shall cause the 
violator to be declared out immediately. The ball remains live. EXCEP- 
TION Modified fast pitch players are not required to wear when playing 
offense. 

g. JENVELRY, Exposed jewelry such as wrist watches, bracelets, any type 
earrings, neck chains, or any other item judged dangerous by the umpire 
may not be worn during the game. Medical alert bracelets or necklaces 
are not considered jewelry, but if worn, they must be taped to the body. 

NOTE: Players must be asked to remove jewelry and if they fail to do so, 
will be ejected from the game. 
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RULE 4, SEC* 7a (Add to second paragraph of section:) 

DE^EN^: ( I) If the illegal player is discovered after he makes a play and prior to 
the next pitch, the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the play, or 
have the last batter go back to bat, assuming the ball and strike count prior to the 
discoveiy of the illegal player, and having all bascmnners rctum to the base they 
were pnor to the play. The illegal player is ruled ineligible. (2) If the illegal player 
is detected after a pitch to the next batter, all plays stand, but the illegal player is 
ruled ineligible. 

RULE 4, SEC 7b 

b. Substitute players will be considered in the game when announced to the plate 
umpire. A player will not violate the substitution rule until one pilch has been 
thrown. 

RULES, SEC 10 HOME RUN CLASSinCATION(SP ONLY). 

A limit of over-the-fence home runs will be used in all Men's and CO-Ed slow pitch 
divisions. All balls hit over the fence in a game by a team in excess of tlie followmg 
limits will be ruled as shown below under the division of play. 
Super Qassificauon — Unlimited 

Major Qassification — Twelve (12) with excess considered a foul ball to be 
awarded the batter. 

Class "A" — Six (6) with excess considered a foul ball to be awarded the bat- 
ter. 

Class "B" — Three (3) with excess rulmg the batter out 

Co- Ed — Three (3) with excess rnlmg the batter out. 

Masters — Three O) with excess rulmg the batter out. 

Cl .'>5 "C ' — One ( 1 ) with excess ruling the batter out. 

Class '*D" — None (0) with each over-the-fence home run ruling the batter 

out. 

NOTE: Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the 
fence in fair tem!or>', sliould be declared a four base award and shall riot be in- 
cluded in the total of over-the-fencc home i\ins. 

RULE 6, SEC 12 PITCHING 

(Fast Pitch) If the ball sbps from the pitcher's hand dunng his windup or dunn<» 'he backswing . 

a ball is declared on the Mer, the ball will be in play and the run » may advance 
at their own risk. 

RULE 6, SEC 7 PITCHING 

(Slow Pitch AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER 
16** Slow RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE MINUTE MAY BE 
Pitch) USED TO DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE (3) PITCHES TO THE 

(TATCHER OR OTHER TEAMMATE. Play shall be suspended dunng this 
time. For excessive warm-up pitches, a pitcher shall be penalized by awarding 
a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of three. 

RULE 6, SEC 2 PITCHING 

(16" THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is part of his win- 

Slow Pitch) dup after the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may be 
used. The pivot foot must remain in njntact with the pitcher's plate vntil the 
pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step is taken, it can be fory/ard or 
Q BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the pitching plate 
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when the ball is released and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96 cm) of the 
pitcher's plate and simultaneous with the release of the ball. 

RULE 6, SEC. 6 PITCHING 

(16** THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, 

Slow Pitch) BE ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE 
BALL, THE PITCHING HAND OR FINGERS, NOR SHALL ANY 
OTHER PLAYER APPLY A FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL. 
Under the supcr'ision and control of the umpire, powdered rcsin may be uscq 
to dry the hands. The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or similar type item on 
the wrist or forearm of the pitching arm. 
RULE 6, SEC. 9 PITCHING 

(16" THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE 

Slow Pitch) BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN *aS POSITION OR IS 

OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH, 
RULE 7, SEC.l 

THE 3/. 1 TER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN TI' - ,iNES OF 
, THE BATTER'S BOX. 

e. The batter must take his position withm 10 seconds after the umpire has 
called "play ball." 

RULES, SEC. 2 

THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER. 

e. When a fair ball strikes the person or clothing of the umpire or a base run- 
ner on fair ground. If the base runner is hit with a fair ball while touching 
a base, he is not out. 

ADD TO EFFECT: When a fair ball touches a base runner who is in contact 

with a base, the ball remains dead or alive dependmg on the position of the 

field^i closest to the base. 
RULE 8, SEC. 5 

BASERUNNERS ARE ENTITLED TO ADVANCL WITHOUT 

LIABIJ/A i TO BE PUT OUT, 

i. When a fair ball that bounds or rolls over, under or through a fence; 
bounds out of play unintentionally off a defensive player OR AN UM- 
PIRE; or a fair ball that bounds over, undc. or through any other obstruc- 
tion marking the boiindaries of the playmg field. 
RULES, SEC. 6 

A BASERUNNER MUST RETXmN TO HIS BASE. 

J. (!0-under Junior Olympic Fast Pitch ONLY) Under no condition is a run- 
ner pemutted to steal a base when a pitched ball is not batted. Base runners 
can leave base when the ball leaves the pitcher's hand, but the ball is dead 
if not hit and baseninners must go back to the base without liability to be 
put out. 

RULES, SEC. 8 

THF, bas::runner is out: 

g. When the base runner fails to touch the intervening base or bases in 
regular or reverse order and the ball is in play and properly appealed. 

RULE 10, SEC.l 
Q GENERAL INFORMATION FOR UMPIRES: 

c. (Beginning • i 1990. the cap will have white ASA letters on the front.) 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS 4 WOMEN IN SPORT 

P7 



OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS 
FOR SOFTBALL DIAMONDS 

Prepared by The Amateur Softball Association of America 
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SOFTBALL 
PLAYING 
RULES 



© Copyright by the Amateur Softball Association of America REVISED 1989 

"Permission to reprint THE OFFICIAL PLAYING RULES has been granted by THE AMATEUR SOFTBALL 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA" 



Wherever "he" or "him" or their related pronouns may appear in this rule 
book eithe. as words or as parts of words, they have been used for literary pur- 
poses and are meant in their generc sense (i.e.. to include all humankind, or 
both male and female sexes). 

1, 'rewords "Junior Olympic" or the initials " J.O." refer to youth Softball. 



New rules have been italicized in each section. All plays are also italicized, 
whether pertainmg to new njles or old. 

► NOT ITALICIZED WITH THIS MARKING MEANS CHANGE IN WORDING FOR 
CLARIFICATION ONLY. NO CHANGE IS MADE IN THERULE. 



RULE 1. DEFINITIONS 



Sec. 1 ALTERED BAT. A bat is considered altered when the physical structure of a legal 
bat has been changed Examples of altenng a bat are replacing the handle of a metal bat with 
a wooden other type handle, inserting material inside the bat, applying excessive tape 
(more than two layers) to the bat grip, or painting a bat at the top or bottom for other than 
identification purposes Replacing the grip with another legal grip is not considered altering 
the bat A "flare** or "cone" gnp attached to the bat is considered an altered bat. (See Rule 
7. Sec. Id for penalty.) 

PLAY-- BI hits two-base hit with an aluminum bat containing a wooden handle. 

RULING — The ball is dead, batter is out. and hjserunners may not advance- 
The batter is ejected for using an altered bat. 

Sec. 2. APPEAL PLAY. An appeal play is a play on which an umpire cannot make a 
decision until requested by a manager, coach, or player. The appeal must be made before the 
next legal or illegal pitch, or before the defensive team has left the field. The defensive team 
has "left the field" when the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal 
fielding positions ^nd have left fair territory on their way to the bench or dugout area. 
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RULE 1, SECTION 3 

PLA Y — With RI on first, B2 hits a double RI goes to third but fails to touch second 
Umpire observes this but. no appeal is made B2 goes to second Since no ap- 
peal was made, is the procedure the same as if R I had touched second'* RUL- 
ING^ Yes. 

Sec. 3 BASE ON BALLS. A base on balls permits a baner to gain first base without 
liability/ to be put out and is a^varded to a batter by the umpire \vhen four pitches are judged to 
be balls (SP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, he may do so by 
notifying the plate umpire who shall award the batter first base (Rule 8, Sec 2c) 

Sec. 4. BASE PATH. A base path is an imaginary line 3 feet (0 91 m) on either side of a 
direct line between the bases 

Sec, 5, BASERUNNER. A baserunner is a player of the team at bat who has finished his 
turn at bat, reached first base, and has not yet bes^n put out. 

Sec. 6. BATTED BALL. A baned ball is any oall that hits the bat, or is hit by the bat. and 
lands either in fair or fonl territory No intention to hit the ball is necessary 

Sec. 7. BATTER'S BOX. The batter's box is the area to which the batter is restricted 
while in position with the intention of helping his team to obtain runs The lines are con- 
stat as being within the baner's box Prior to the pitch, the batter must have both feet en- 
tirely within the lines of the batter's box 

Sec. 8. BATTER-RUNNER, A batter-runner is a player who has finished his turn at bat 
but has not yet been put out or touched first base 

Sec. 9. BATTING ORDER. The batting order is the official listing of offensive players 
in the order m which members of that team must come to bat When the lineup card is submit- 
ted, it shall also include each player's position. 

Sec. 10. BLOCKED BALL. A blocked ball is a baned or thrown ball that is touched, 
Slopped, or handled by a person not engaged m the game, or which touches any object that is 
not part of the official equipment or official playing area. 

EFFECT — The ball is dead. For offensive equipment causing a blocked ball (and in inter- 
ference), the player being played on is out If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called 
out« but all runners must return to the last base touched at the time of the dead ball declara- 
tion. See Rule 8, Sec 5g for enforcement. 

PLAY — A blocked ball is called when (a) it hits the coach, (b) it strikes a spectator. 
RULING -(a) No. ih)Yes. ' 

Sec. 11. BUNT. A bunt is a legally tapped ball not swung at, but intentionally met with the 
bat and tapped slowly within the infield. 

Sec. 12. CATCH. A catch is a legally caught bail which occurs when the fielder catches a 
batted or thrown ball with his hand(s) or glove. If the ball is merely held in the fielder's 
arm(s) or prevented from dropping to the ground by some part of the fielder's body or 
clothing, the catch is not completed until the ball is in the grasp of the fielder's hand(s) or 
glove. It is not a catch if a fielder, itnmediately after he contacts the ball, collides with 
annthcr player or a wall, or falls to the ground and drops the ball as a result of the collision or 
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RULE 1, SECTION 13 



falling to the ground. In establishing a valid catch, the fielder shall hold the ball long enough 
to prove he has complete control of it or that his release of the ball is voluntary and inten- 
tional. If a player drops the ball after reaching into his glove to remove it or while in the act of 
thowing it, it is a valid catch. 

NOTE: The ball, which strikes anything other than a defensive player while it is m flight, is 
ruled C *i- i^ame as if it struck the ground. 

PIA Y (I)— A legal catch occurs when a fielder holds the ball (a) in his hand(s) , (b) under 
hisarm(s), (c) in his cap, (d) in his glove. RUUi\G-(a) Yes, (b) No, (c)No, 
id) Yes. 

PLAY (2) — Bl hits line drive which, after passing F3, strikes the umpire while the ball is 
over fair ground. The ball ricochets and is fielded by F4 while still inflight. 
RUUNG — This is not a catch. Bl would have to be thrown out or tagged out. 

PLA Y (3) — F3 and F4 both attempt to field a fly ball. Before touching the ground, the ball 
strikes F4 on the head and, while still in the air (hasn V touched the ground), is 
caught by F3. RUUNG - This ts a legally caught fly ball. 

PU Y (4) - Bl hits fly to F'd. FSgets the ball in his hand(s) but drops it (a) when he falls to 
the ground and rolls over, or (b) when he collides with a fielder or a wall, or 
(c) when he starts to throw to the infield. RUUNG — In (a) and fa) it is not a 
catch. In (c) it is a legal catch if ball was held long enough for F8 to regain his 
balance but is then dropped in a motion associated with an intended throw. 

Sec. 13, CATCHER'S BOX. The c'-^'-hcr's box is that area within which the catcher must 
stand while and until: 

a. (FP ONLY) The pitch is released. The lines are to be considered within the catcher's box. 

b. (SP ONLY) The pitched ball is batted or reaches the catcher's box. The lines are to be 
considered within the catcher's box, and all parts of the catcher's body and/or equipment 
must be within the catcher's box until the pitched ball is batted or reaches the catcher's 
box. The catcher is considered within the box unless he touches the ground outside the 
catcher's box. 

EFFECT — Sec. 13b: An illegal pitch is called, provided the batter docs not swing. 

NOTE: For catcher's box dimensions, sec Rule 2, Sec. 4d. 

Sec. 14, CHARGED CONFERENCE, A charged conference takes place when: 
a (Defensive Conference) The defensive team requests a suspension of play for any reason, 
and a representative (not in the field) of the defensive team enters the playing field and 
gives the umpire cause to believe that he has delivered a message (by any means) to the 
pitcher. 

b. (Offensive Conference) The offensive team requests a suspension of play to allow the 
manager or other team representatives to confer with the batter or baserunner. Refer to 
Rules, Sec. 9. 

Sec, 15. CHOPPED BALL. (SP ONLY) A chopped hit ball is one at which the batter 
strikes downward with a chopping motion of the bat so thai the ball bounces high into the air. 

^ 16, COACH, A coach is a member of the team at bat who takes his place within the 
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RULE 1, SECTION 17 




coach's box on ihe field lo direci ihe players of his team in running the bases. Two coaches 
are allowed One coach can have m his possession in the coach's box a scorebook, pen or 
pencil, and an Indicator, ail of which shall be used for scorekeeping or record keeping pur- 
poses only. 

Sec. 17. DEAD BALL. The ball is not m play and is not considered in play again until the 
pitcher has it in his possession, is within 8 feet (2 44 m) of the pitcher's plate, and the plate 
umpire has called "play ball " A dead bzW line is considered in play. Refer to Rule I , Sec. 52 
for "Play Ball." 

Sec. 18. DEFENSIVE TEAM. The defensive team is the team in the field. 

Sec. 19. DISLODGED BASE. A dislodged base is a base removed from its proper posi- 
tion 

Sec. 20. DOUBLE PLAY. A double play is a play by the defense resulting sn two offen- 
sive players being legally put out as a result of continuous action. 

Sec. 21. FAIR BALL. A fair ball is a baned ball that: 
a Scales oi is touched on fair territory between home and first base or between home and 
third base. 

b Bounds past first or third base on or over fair territory. 

c While on or over fair territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a 

phyeroran umpire, 
d. Touches first, second, or third base. 

c First falls or is first touched on or over fair territory beyond first, second, or third base 
f. While over fair territory, passes out of the playing field beyond the outfield fence. 

NOTE* A fair fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the 
foul line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on fair or 
foul territory at the time he touches the ball. It does not matter whether the ball 
first touches fair or foul territory, as long as it does not touch anything foreign 
to the natural ground in fou! territory and complies with all other aspects of a 
fair ball. 

PLA Y (l) ^ Batted ball settles on home plate RULING — Fair ball. 

PLAY (2) — Batted hall first hits foul grotind and. without touching an\ foreign object, 
rolls into fair territory^ between first and home or third and home, where u set- 
tles, RULING ~ Fair ball. 

Sec. 22. FAIR TERRITORY. Fair territory is that part of the playing field within, and 
including, the first and third base foul lines from home plate to the bottom of the extreme 
playing field fence and perpendicularly upward 

Sec. 23. FAKE TAG. A form of obstruction which impedes the progress of a runner. The 
runner docs not have to stop or slide Merely slowing down when a fake tag is administered 
would constitute obstruction NOTE Under Rule 8, Sec 5b (3), a player may be removed 
from the game for a fake tag infraction. 

Sec. 24. FIELDER. A fielder is any player of the team in the field 



33 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS » WOMEN IN SPORT 



uc 



RULE 1, SECnON 25 

Sec. 25. FLY BALL. A fly ball is any ball batted into the air. 

Sec. 26. FORCE "OUT. A force out is an out which can be made only when a base- runner loses 
the nght to the base he is occupying because the batter becomes a batter-nmner. and before tlie 
batter-runner or a succeeding bascrunner has been put out. 

NOTE: If the forced runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards 
the base he had last occupied, the fon» play is reinstated, and he can agam be put 
out if the defense tags the base to which he is forced. 

PLAY (I) - RI is on first base B2 kits sharp grounder to F3 Miio first touches first base and 
then touches RI nho is still on first base, RULING — Only B2 ts out. F3's aa 
eliminajed the force, therd>y permtting RI to remain on first. 

PLAY (2)— RIonIB when B2 hits a short fly ball to left fleld. RI goes approximated 15 feet off 
base HOitmg to see ifthe ball Mil be caught. B2 rounds I Band passes R I, andthe 
umpire calls B2 out. The ball drops in Jbr a base hit. RI advances to 2B, and F4, 
Hith the ball, tags 2B before RI slides into :he base. RUUNG- The force out is 
removed when B2 passes RI; therefore, F4 had to tag RI. The runner is safe 
sliding into 2B if he was not tagged. 

Sec. 27. FOUL BALL. A foul ball is a batted ball that: 
a Settles on foul territory between home and first base, or between home and third base, 
b. Bounds past first or third base over foul territory. 

c While on or over foul territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a player 

or an umpire, or any object foreign to the nattiral ground, 
d First falls or is first touched over foul territory beyond first or third base 
e. Touches Uie batter, or the bat a second time, while the ball is within the batter's box. 
f Rebounds up from the ground or home plate immediately and hits the bat a second time while 

the batter is in the batter's box 

NOTE- A loul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the foul 
line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on foul or fair ter- 
ritory at the time he touches the ball. 

PLi Y (I) — A fair ball is called when (a) the ball hits the bag and defleas into foul territory, (b) 
the ball bounds from the infield over the base and lands in foul territory, (c) the ball 
lands wiilun the confines of the infield and rolls foul without being touched by a 
fielder. RULING - (a) Correa, (b) Correct, (c) False. 

PIA Y (2) — Bat ofBI breaks into pieces as a result of hitting a pitcfi. The batted ball, bounding 
on foul territory m direaion of third base, then hits the barrel of the bat, causing 
the ball to roll into fair territory in front of third base. F5 fields the ball and throws 
it to F3 who tags first base before BI reaches it. RUUNG - Foul ball, but BI is 
not out for hitting ball a second time. 

Sec. 28. FOUL TIP. A foul tip is a batted ball which goes dirccUy from the bat, not higher than 
the batter's head, to the catcher's hands and is legally caught by the catcher. 

NOTTE- It IS not a foul tip unless caught; and any foul tip that is caught, is a stnke. In fast 
pitch and !6" slow pitch, the ball is m play. In slow pitch the ball is dead. It is nor a 
catch if it IS a rebound, unless the ball first touched the catcher's hand or glove. 

o 
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Ball goes direaly from bat and rebounds from proteaor (a) of F2 after hmtng 
touched his glove, (h) of F2 wtthoia first haxtng touched his glox-e, (c) of umpire 
after haxtng first touched glove of F2, (d) of ufnpire without first ha\mg touched 
glove of F2 In each case the ball rebounds into glove of F2 and IS iield RULING 
— In (a) it IS a foul np and a strike. In (b) (c) and (d) it is afoul, with ball becoming 
dead when it toudxed F2 in (b) or umpire in ic) and id) 

(FP ONLY) \^ith RI on secotul, B2 hits foul tip May RI adxnnce without 
retouching second"^ Also, does it make anv difference if the catcher drops the batted 
ball? RULING — A foul tip is the satne as any strike, nence, RI may advance 
without retouching If batted Ixill is not caught, it is not afoul np and is ruled a fotd 
ball. 

Sec, 29, HELMET, a) A helmet worn by the batter and baserunner shall be the type which has 
safety features equal to or greater than those provided by the lull plastic cap with padding on the in- 
side The liner type helmet does not meet the rules specification b) A helmet won by a catcher 
may be the skull type without the ear flaps, or helmet with ear flaps (Sec rule 3, sec 9b-J0 Slow 
Pitch) 

Sec, 30, HOME TEAM, The home team is the team on whose grounds the game is played If 
the game is played on neutral ground, the home team shall be designated by mutual dgrccment or 
by a flip of a coin. 

Sec, 31. ILLEGAL BAT. An illegal bat is one that docs not meet the requirements of Rule 5. 
Sec 1. 

PLAY— BI hits a double to cenierfield Umpire notices bat lias been tampered with, i e . 

baseball bat honed down . ? Softball size RULING — Dead ball, and BI ts called 
out. Remove illegal piece of equipment from the gatne This is an illegal bat 

Sec, 32. ILLEGALLY BATTED BALL. An illegally baned ball occurs when 
a. A baf(er's entire fool is completely out of the box on the ground when he hits a ball fair or foul 
b Any part of the batter's foot is touching home plate when he hits the ball 
c. The baner hits the ball with an illegal bat. 

PLAY (I) — Batter hits a pitthed ball Me his entire foot ts (ompleteh out cf Ixttter 's box, in 
contact with the ground, atm the Ixdl goes directly into thi .stands behind home 
plate RULING — Ball is dead Batter is declared out. 

PLA Y (2) — FI delivers ball to BI BI fuis one foot touching home plate as h sxmgs and com- 
pletely misses pitch RULING — A strike is called. Tfiis is not an illegally Ixitted 
ball. The ball must be hit ifdir or foul) to enforce the illegally Ixitted ball nde. 

Sec, 33. ILLEGALLY CAUGIIT BALL, An illegally caught ball occurs when a fielder cat- 
ches a batted or thrown ball with his cap, mask, glove, or any part of his unifomi that is detached 
from its proper place 

PLAY- REFER TO RULE I, Sec 12. 
Sec, 34, ILLEGAL PLAYER, A player who has entered the game without reporting. 
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RULE 1, SECTION 35 

When brought to the plate umpire's attention, the use of an illegal player is ejection of that 
player from the game, and once ejected, he becomes an meligible player. The violation of the 
re-entry rule will not constitute a forfeit unless one of the players involved was an ineligible 
player. 

Sec. 35. INELIGIBLE PLAYER. A player who can no longer legally participate in the 
game. The use of an ineligible player will constitute a forfeit 

Sec. 36. IN FLIGHT. ''In flight" is the term used for any batted, thrown, or pitched ball 
which has not yet touched the ground or some object other than a fielder. 

Sec. 37. IN JEOPARDY. "In jeopardy" is a term indicating that the ball is in play and an 
offensive player may be put out. 

Sec. 38. INFIELD. The infield is that portion of the field in fair territory which includes 
areas normally covered by infielders. 

Sec. 39. INFIELD FLY. An infield fly is a fair fly ball (not mcluding a line drive or an at- 
tempted bunt) which can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort when first and second 
or first, second and third bases are occupied before two are out. The pitcher, catcher, and any 
outfielder who positions himself in the infield on the play shall be considered infielders for 
the purpose of this rule. 

NOTE- When it seems apparent that a batted ball ^vill be an infield fly, the umpire 
shall inimediately declare, 'MNFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT," for 
the benefit of the runners If the ball is near the foul lines, the umpire shall 
declare "INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT IF FAIR." 

The ball is alive, and runners may advance at the risk of the ball being caught 
or retouch and advance after the ball is touched, the same as on any fly ball. If 
the hit becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any foul. 

If a declared infield fly is allowed to fall untouched to the ground and bounces 
foul before passing first or third base, it is a foul ball If a declared infield fly 
falls u ouched to the ground outside the foul lines and bounces fair before 
passing first or third base, it is an infield fly. 

PLA Y (1) ~ Ri and R2 are on second and first bases respectively vxith none out. B3 hits a 
high pop foul between home and first base which F3 loses sight of in the sun. 
Ball lands on foul ground without being touched and rolls into fair territory 
halfivay between home and first base. FI picks up ball and throws to F4 cover- 
ing first, who touches R2 nith hall while runner R2 is off base, RUUNG - In- 
field fiy. B3 andR2 are both out. 

PLA Y (2) - RJ and R2 are on second and first bases respectively with one out. B3 hits a 
high fly ball which, in the judgement of the umpire, can be handled by the se- 
cond baseman nith reasonable effort. The infield fly rule is declared by the 
umpire. The second baseman intentionally drops the fly ball. Seeing the ball 
dropped, Rl runs to third base hut is thrown out RUUNG - B3 is out on the 
infield fly. The ball remains alive. RI is also out since the infield fly takes 
precedence over the "intentionally dropped fly ball. " 
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RULE 1, SECTION 40 



Sec, 40, INNING. An inning is that portion of a game within which the teams alternate on 
offense and defense , and in which there are three outs for each team. A new innmg begins im- 
mediately after the final out of the previous inning. 

Sec, 41, INTERFERENCE, Interference is the act of an offensive player or team 
member which impedes or confuses a defensi v^ player attempting to execute a play. 

Sec, 42, LEGAL TOUCH. A legal touch occurs when a runner or batter-runner who 
IS not touching a base is touched by the ball while the ball is securely held in a fielder's 
hand(s). The ball is not considered as having been securely held if it is juggled or dropped by 
the fielder after having touched the runner, unless the runner deliberately knocks the ball 
from the hand(s) of the fielder. It is sufficient for the runner to be touched with the gloves or 
hand(s) holding the ball. 

PLAY (I) — BI hits ground ball to first baseman who gathers m the ball, runs over to the 
first baseline, tags the runner, then juggles, bobbles, and drops the ball. 
RULING — Illegal touch. Runneris safe. 

PLA Y (2) — The catcher has the ball in his glove w'hen he tags runner with the glove. Ball 
does not come into contact with the runner. RULING — Touching with the 
glove or hand(s) holding the bail is the same as touchtng with the ball The 
runner is out. 

PLAY (3) — While lying on the ground with ball in right hand, the first baseman tags first 
base with left hand prior to batter-runner reach tng first base. RULING — 
Batter-nmrter is out. Legal touch. 

Sec. 43. LEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. A legally caught ball occurs when a fielder cat- 
ches a batted or thrown ball, provided it is not caught in the fielder's hat, cap, mask, protec- 
tor, pocket, or other part of his uniform. It must be caught and firmly held with a hand or 
hands. 

Sec. 44, LINE DRIVE, A line drive is a fly ball that is batted sharply and directly into the 
playing field. 

Sec. 45. OBSTRUCTION. Obstruction is the act of. 
a A defensive player or team member which hinders or prevents a batter from striking or 
hitting a pitched ball. 

b. A fielder, while not in possession of the ball, in the act of fielding a batted ball, or about 
to receive a thrown ball, which impedes the progress of a baserunner who is legally run- 
ning bases. 

Sec. 46, OFFENSIVE TEAM. The offensive team is the team at bat. 

Sec, 47. OUTFIELD. Tlie outfield is that portion of the field which is outside the dia- 
mond formed by the baselines, or the area not normally covered by an infielder and within 
the foul lines beyond first and third bases and boundaries of the grounds. 

Sec, 48, OVERSLIDE, An overslide is the act of an offensive player when, as a baserun- 
ner, he overslidcs a base he is attempting to reach. It is usually caused when his momentum 
causes him to lose contact with the ba which then causes him to be in jeopardy The batter- 
Q ler may overslide first base without being in jeopardy. 
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ruleI, section 49 

PLAY— B^erunner overslides first base (a) during adxxmce from home plate, or (b) on 
return to first base after attempt to advance to second base. In either case he is tag- 
ged with ball while off base. RULING - (a) Safe, (b) Out. 

Sec, 49, OVERTHROW. An overthrow occurs when a thrown ball from a fielder goes beyond 
Ihe boundary lines of the playing field (dead ball territory) or becomes a BUXKED BALL. (Rule 
1, Sec. 10) 

Sec. 50. PASSED BALL. (FP ONLY) A passed ball is a legaUy delivered ball that should have 
been held or controlled by the catcher with ordinary effort 

Sec, 51. PIVOT FOOT. (FP ONLY) The pivo( fool is that foot which must remain m contact 
with the pitcher's plate Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher's plate is 
illegal. 

(SP ONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which the pitcher must keep in constant contact with the 
pitcher's plate until the ball is released. 

NOTE: (16" Slow Pitch) After a hesitation, the pivot foot may be removed during a 
pickoff situation but must be replaced in contact with the pitcher's plate before the 
pitch IS released 

Sec. 52. PLAY BALL. "Play ball" is the term used by the plate umpu-e to indicate that play 
shall begin or be resumed when the pitcher has the ball in his possession and is within 8 feet (2.44 
m) of the pitcher's plate All defensive players, except the catcher who must be m his box, must be 
anywhere on fair ground to put the ball into play. 

NOTE- (FP ONLY) See Rule 6. Sec. 7 for penalty. 

Sec. 53. QUICK RETURN PITCH. A quick return pitch is one made by the pitcher with the 
obvious attempt to catch the batter off balance This would be before the batter takes his desired 
position in thebatter's box or while he is still off balance as a result of the previous pitch. 

Sec, 54. RUNNER. The term runner means "batter-runner" or "baserunner." 

Sec. 55. SACRIFICE FLY. A sacnfice fly is scored when, with less than two outs, the batter 
scores a runner with a fly ball which is caught; or, b) the ball or the line dnve handled by an out- 
fielder (or an infielder running in the outfield) which is dropped and a runner scores, and if in the 
soorcr'sjudgement. tiie runner could have scored after the catch, had the fly ball been caught. 

Sec. 56. STARTING PITCHER. The player listed as a pitcher on the lineup card or official 
scorebook. 

Sec. 57. STEALING. (FPONLY) Stealing is the act of a baserunner attempting to advance 
dunng a pitch to the batter. 

Sec. 58. STRIKE ZONE. (FP ONLY) The strike zone is that space over any part of home 
plate between ihe batter's arm pits and the top of his knees when he assumes a natural battine 
stance. 

(SP ONLY) The stnke zone is that space over any part of home plate between the baiter's 
highest shoulder and his knees when he assumes a natural batting stance. 

59, TIME, "Time" is ihe term used by the umpire to order ihe suspension of play. 
ERIC 5 SOFTBALL OUIOE 3, 
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See* 60. TRIPLE PLAY. A triple play is a continuous action play by the defense on which 
three offensive players are put out. 

Sec» 6L TURN AT BAT. A turn at hat begins when a player first enters the batter*s box and 
continues until he is put out or becomes a bascrunner. 

Sec» 62. WILD PITCH* (FP ONLY) A wild pitch is a legaUy delivered baU so high, so low, or 
so wide of the plate that the catcher cannot* or does not» stop and control it with ordinary effort 



RULE 2. THE PLAYING FIELD 
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(Refer to Drawing Showing Official Dimensions of Softball Diamond) 

Sec. L THE PLAYING FIELD IS THE AREA WTTHIN WHICH THE BALL MAY BE 
LEGALLY PLAYED AND FIELDED. The playing field shall have a clear and unobstructed 
area within the radius of the prescribed fence distances from home plate between the foul lines. 
(Refer to FENCE DISTANCE Chart) 

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Minimum Maximum 

Fast Pitch 

Women 200 fl. (60.96 m) 

Men 225 fl. (68 58 m) 250fi. (76 20 m)* 

Junior Women 200 fl. (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68.58 m) 

Junior Men . . . 225 fl (68.58 m) 250 ft (76 20 m) 

♦In case of inclement weather, maximum fence distance may be waived. 

Modified 

Women 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Men 265 ft. (80 80 m) 

Slow Pitch 

Women ... 250 ft. (76.20 m) 

Men 275 ft. (83.82 m) 

C6-Ed 275 ft. (83.82 m) 

Super 300 ft. (91.44 m) 

♦Beginning in 1991. Men*s Major and Super Division fence distance shall be 300 feet m national 
championship tournament play only. 

16** Slow Pitch 

Women 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Men 250 ft. (76.20 m) 

YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Minimum Maximum 

Fast Pitch 

Girls 10-Under 150 ft. (45.72 m) 175 ft. (53.34 m) 

Boys 10-Under 150ft. (45.72 m) . 175 ft. (53.34 m) 

Girls 12-Under 175 ft. (53.34 rn) 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Boys 12-Under 175 ft. (53.34 m) 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Girls 14-Under 175 ft. (53.34 m) 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Boys 14.Under 175 ft. (53.34 m) 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

^^'i^s 16-under 200 ft. (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68.58 m) 

V ,7s 16-under 200 ft. (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68.58 m) 
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225 ft. (68.58 m) 
225 ft. (68.58 m) 



Girls I9.Under 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Boys 19.Under 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Slow Pitch 

Girls lO-Under 150 ft. (45.72 m) 

BoyslO-Under 150 ft. (45.72 m) 

Girls 12-Under 175 ft. (53.34 m) 

Boys 12-Under 175 ft. (53.34 m) 

Girls 14-Under 225 ft (68.58 m) 

Boysl4-Under 250ft (76.20m) 

Girls 16-Under 225 ft. (68.58 m) 

Boysia-Under 275 ft. (83.82 m) 

Girls 19-Under 225 ft. (68.58 m) 

Boys 19-Under 275 ft. (83.82 m) 

Sec. 2. GROUND OR SPECIAL RULES ESTABLISHING THE LIMITS OF THE 
PLAYING nELD MAY BE AGREED UPON BY LEAGUES OR OPPOSING TEAMS 
WHENEVER BACKSTOPS, FENCES, STANDS, VEHICLES, SPECTATORS, OR 
OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS ARE WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED AREA. Any obstruction 
on fair ground less than the prescribed fence distances from home plate (as outlined in Sec. 1 
of this rule) should be clearly marked for the umpire's information. 

Sec. 3. THE OFHCIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE BASE LINES AS FOLLOWS: 



175 ft. 
175 ft. 
200 ft. 
200 ft. 
?jOft. 
275 ft. 
250 ft. 
300 ft. 
250 ft. 
300 ft. 



(53.34 m) 
(53.34 m) 
(60.96 m) 
(60.96 ni) 
(76.20 m) 
(83.82 m) 
(76.20 m) 
(91.44 m) 
(76.20 m) 
(91.44 m) 



ADULT DIVISIONS 

Fast Pitch 

Women 

Men 

Junior Women . . . 
Junior Men . . . . 



Modified 
Women . 
Men 



Slow Pitch 
Women .... 

Men 

Co-ed .... 
Super 

16" Slow Pitch 
Women . . . 
Men 

14" Slow Pitch 
Wonicn . 
Men 



DISTANCES 

.60 ft. (18.29 m) 
.60ft (18.29m) 
.60ft. (18.29m) 
..60 ft. (18.29 m) 



60ft (18.29m) 
.60ft (18.29m) 



65 ft (19.81 m) 
65 ft (19.81 m) 
.65ft. (19.81m) 
65 ft (19 81m) 



5!) ft. (16.76 m) 
55 ft. (16. 76 m) 



60 ft. (18 29 m) 
.60ft. (18.29m) 



YOUTH DIVISIONS 

Fast Pitch 

Girls 10-Under 55 ft. (16.76 m) 

BoyslO-Under 55 ft. (16.76m) 

Girls 12-Undcr 60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Boys 12-Under 60ft. (18.29m) 

Girls M-Under 60ft. (18.29m) 

Boysl4-Under 60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Girls 16-Undcr 60ft. (18.29m) 

Boys 16-Under 60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Girls 19 -Under 60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Boys 19-Under 60ft. (18.29m) 

Slow Pitch 
Girls 10-Undcr ... 55 ft. (16.76 m) 

Boys 10-Undcr 55 ft. (16.76 m) 

Girls 12-Under 60 ft. (16.76 m) 

Boys 12-Undcr . . . .60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Girls 14-Under 65 ft. (19.81 m) 

Boys 14-Under 65 ft. (19.81 m) 

Girls 16-Under 65 ft. (19.81 m) 

Boys 16-Undcr 65 ft. (19.81 m) 

Girls 19-Under 65 ft. (19.81 m) 

Boys 19-Undcr 65 ft. (19.81 m) 
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RULE 2j SECTION 4 



THE OFnCIAL DI/*JV10ND SHALL HAVE PITCHING DISTANCES AS FOLLOWS: 



ADULT DIVISIONS DISl^VCES YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Fast Pitch Fast Pitch 

Women 40 ft. (12. 19m) Girls 10-Under .. . .35ft. (10.67m) 

Men 46ft. (14.02m) Boys 10-Under .... 35ft (10.67m) 

JuniorWomen . .40ft. (I2,19m) Girls 12-Under . .35 ft. (10.67 m) 

Junior Men . . . .46ft (14.02 m) Boys 12-Under 40 ft. (1219 m) 

Modified Girls 14-Under 40ft (I2.i9m^ 

Women 40ft (I2.l9m) Boys 14-Undtr .. 46ft. (14.02m) 

Men 46ft. (M.02m) Girls 16-Under .40ft. (12.19m) 

S'ow Pitch Boys 16-Under .46 ft. (14 02 m) 

Women 46ft. (14.02m) Girls 19-Under . . 40ft, (12. 19m) 

Men .46ft (14 02m) Boys 19-Under .. . .46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Co-Ed 46 ft. (14.02 m) Slow Pilch 

Super 46 ft. (14.02 m) Girls 10-Under .. .35 ft. (10.67m) 

It" Slow Pitch Boys 10-Under . . . .35 ft (10.67 m) 

Women 38ft. (1158m) Girls 12-Under . 40ft (12. 19m) 

Men 38ft. (11.58m) Boys 12-Under 35ft. (12. 19m) 

14" Slow Pitch Girls 14-Under . . 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Women 46ft. (14 02m) Boys 14-Under 46ft. (14.02m) 

Men 46ft (14 02m) Girls 16-Under . .. 46ft. (14 02m) 

Boys 16-Under . ':6ft. (14.02 m) 

Girls 19-Under 46ft. (14.02 m) 

Boys 19-Under ... 46 ft (14 02 m) 



NOTE: If during the course of the game, the base distance or the pitching distance is found to 
be at the wrong dimensions, c^uect the error and continue playing the game. 

Sec. 4, FOR THE LAYOUT CF THE DIAMOND, REFER TO DRAWING SHOWING 
OFFICLVL DIMENSIONS OF SOFTBALL DIAMOND. THIS SECTION SERVES AS AN 
EXAMPLE FOR J *^ "NG OVT > DIAMOND WITH 60.FOOT BASES AND A 46-FOOT 
PITCHING r - 1 ^ To deijmime the position of home plate, draw a line in the direction 
desired to la> . . Drive a take at the comer of home plate nearest the catcher. Fasten a 

cord to this sta. ' jk)!s, or otherwise mark the cord at 46 feel( 14 02 m), 60 feet (18.29 m), 
84 feet 10•^ mchc v« m) and at 120 feet (36.58 m). 

Place the cord (without stretching) along the direcuon line and place a stake at the 46* foot (14.02 
m) marker — this will be the front line at the middle of the pitcher's plate Along the same line, 
drive a stake at th.- 84-foot 10 inch (25 68 m) marker. This will be the center of second base. For 
the 65-foot basedistance, this line will be 91 feet 1( inches (28.0, a). 

Place the 120-foot (36 58 m) marker at the center of second b\ a, and taking hold of the cord at 
the 60-foot ( 18 29 m) nvirker, wallv to the right of the direction line until the cord is taut and drive a 
stake at the 60- foot (18.29 m) marker. s wiU be the outside comer of first base and the cord will 
now form the lines »o first and second bases Again, holding tlie cord at the 60-foot (18.29 m) 
marker, walk across the fieW, and in like manner, mark the outside comer of third base HoniC 
plate, first base and third 3ase are wholly mside the diamond . 

To check the diamond, place the home plate end of the cord at the first base stake and the 
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l2(>-foo( (36.58 m) marker at third base The d/O-fooi (!8 29 m) marVer shouJd now check at home 
plate and second base. 

In laying out a 65-fooi base pat): Jiamond, follow the same procedure with the following 
substitute dimeasions; 65-foot (19 81 m). 130-foot (39.62 m), and 91 -feet 1 1 inches (28.0," m). 
Check all dimensions with a steel tape whenever possible. 

a. THE 3-FXX)T (0,91 m) LINE is drawn pai^lel to and 3 feel (091 m) from the baseline start- 
inc at a p oint h alfvvay between home plate and P'st base. 

b. THE BATTER*S ON-DECK CIRCLE is a ^ foot (1.52 m) circle (2'/i-toot (076 m) radius] 
placed adjacent to the end of player's bench or dugout area closest to home plate. 

c. THE BATTER'S BOX, one on each side of home plate, shall measure 3 feet (091 m) by 7 
(2 13 m). The in^^ide lines of the baner's box shall be 6 inches (15 24 cm) from home plate. 
The front line of the box shall be 4 feet (1 .22 m) ui front of a luie drawn through the center of 
of home plate. The lines arc considered as beuig within the batter's box 

d THE CATCHER'S BOX shaU be 1 0 feet (3 .05 m) in length from the rear outside comers of 
the batters' boxes and shall be 8 feet 5 inches (2.57 m) wide. 

e. EACH COACH'S BOX IS BEHIND A LINE 15 FEET (4,57 m) LONG DRAVS'N OUT- 
SIDE THE DIAMOND, The line is parallel to and 8 feet (2.44 m) from the first ahd thirxl 
baselines, extended from the bases toward home plate. 

f THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be penmanently attach jd to the ground at distances indicated 
m Rule 2, Sec 3. (FP Only) There shall be a 16-foot (4.88 m) circle drawn ft^m the pitcher's 
plate, 8 feet (2.44 m) ui radius The lines drawn around the pitcher's plate are considerwl inside 
the circle. 



Sec, 1, THE OFFICIAL BAT, 

a Shall be made of one piece of hardwood, or formed from a block of wood consisting of two or 

more pieces of wood bonded together with an achcsive in such a way that the gram direction of 

all pieces is essentially parallel to the length of the bat. 
b. Shall be plastic, bamboo, graphite, metal, magnesium or any combination of these materials 
c Can be laminated, but must contbin only wood or adhesive and have a clear finish (if finished), 
d. Shall be round or thrce-sidcd, and shall be smooth If the barrel end has knurled finish, th" 

maximum surface roughness is no nwre than 250 if measured by a profilometer, or 4/1000 it 

measured by a spectrograph 
e Shall not be more tlian 34 inches (87 0cm) long, nor exceed 38 ounces ( 1 100 Og) in weight, 
f If round, shall not be more than 2 V* inches (6 0 cm) in diameter at its largest port, an(i if thi cc- 

sided, shall not exceed 2U inches (6 0 cm) on the hitting surface A tolerance of 1/32 inch 

(0.80 mm) is permitted to allow for expansion on the round bat. 
g. If metal, may be angular. 

n Shall not have expcwed rivets, pins, rough or sharp edges, or any fonm of exterior fastener that 

would present a hazard. A metal bai shall be free of burrs. 
1 If metal, shall not have a wf Kxien handle 

j Shall have a safety grip of cork, tape (not smooth, plastic -t* pe) of composiuon material. The 
safety gnp shall not be less than 10 inches (25 0 cm) long md shall not extend more than 15 
mchcs (40 0 cm) from the small end of the bat A mold<d finger-formed grip made by the 
manufacturer, if used, must be permanently atuched to the bat Resin, pine tar, or spray 
substances placed on the safety gnp to enhance the gnp arc pemiissible on the grip only 
NOTE Tape applied to any ba* must be continuously spiral. It does not have to be a solid layer 
of tape. It cannot exceed two layers, 
k l*" meta , and not niade of one-piece construction with ihe barrel end closed, shall have a rubber 
Sj r vinyl plastic insert firmly secured at the large end of the bat. 



RULE 3. EQUIPMENT 
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RULE 3, SECTION 2 



1 Shall have .i safety knob of a mintmum of % inch protruding at a 90-degrce angle from the han- 
dle It can be nwlded. lathed, welded, or permanently fastened A "flare" or "cone" gnp at- 
tached to the bat will be considered an altered bat 

m. Shall be marked "OFFICIAL SOFTBALL" by the manufacturer If the words "OFFICIAL 
SOFTBALL" cannot be read due to wear and tear on the bat, the bat should be declared legal 
if It is legal in all other aspects 

Beginning in 1987. sof\ball bats used in ASA championship tournament play must be approved by 

the Equipment Standards Committee. 

NOTE. Bats with special design features to enhance hit distance will not be allowed Manufac- 
turers must submit all new designed bats to the ASA Equipment Standards Committee for approval 
prior to sales. 

Sec. 2. WARM-UP BATS. No more than two ofTocial soflball bats, one ASA approved warm- 
up bat, or a combination of the two — not to exceed two — may be used by the on -deck batter in 
the on-deck circle. The WARM-UP BAT should meet the following requirements to be approved 
a) stamped with 14 -inch letters "WB" :)n either end of the bat or marked in 1 -inch letters the words 
"Warm-Up Bat Only " on the barrel enti of the bat. b) a mmimum weight of 48 ounces ( 1360.0 g), 
c) a minimum barrel diameter of 2'/6 mchcs (6 0 cm), d) have a safety gnp of at least 10 inches 
(25.0 cm) and no more than 1 5 mches (40 0 cm) extended from the knob, and/or e) be of one-piece 
construction or a one-piece permanently assembled bat approved by the Equipment Standards 
Committee. 

Sec. 3, THE OmCiAL SOFTBALL. 

a. Shall be a regular, smooth-seamed, flat-sur^ccd ball with concealed stitches 

b. Shall have a center core made of either No. 1 quality, long fibre kapok, a mixture of cork and 
rubber, a polyurethane mixnire. or other matenals approved by the ASA. 

c. May be hand or machine-wound, with a fine quality twisted yard, and covered with latex or 
rubber cement. 

d. Shall have a cover cemented to the ball by application of cement to the underside of the cover 
and sewn with waxed thread of cotton or linen If the cover is n^iolded, it can 1 ) be bonded to 
the core, or b) be of the same composition as the cor^ Either molded type must have an 
authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA 

e Shall have a cover of chrome-tanned, top gram horsehide or cowhide, synthetic material, or 
other materials approved by the ASA. 

f. The 12-inch (30.0 cm) ball shall be between 11-7/8 mches (30.0 cm) and 12-1/8 incnes (31.0 
cm) in circumference, and shall weigh between 6% ounces (180 0 g) and 7 ounces (200 0 g). 
The smooth-seam style shall not have fewer than 88 stitches in each cover, sewn by the two- 
needle method, or witli an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by the AS A 

g. The 1 1-inch (27.0 cm) ball shall be between 10-7/8 mches (27.0 cm) and 11-1/8 inches (28.0 
cm) in circumference, and shall weigh between 5-7/8 ounces (165.0 g) and 6-1/8 ounces 
(175.0 g). The smooth seam style shall not have fewer than 80 stitches in each cover, 
sewn by the two-needle method, or with an authentic facsimile of stitcnmg as approved by 
the ASA. 

h. The white-stitch 12-inch ball shall be used m the following ASA play men's and women's fast 
pitch, boys' Junior Olytnpic fast pitch and slow pitch and girls' Junior Olympic fast pitch. It 
-ust have a COR of .50 or under and be so marked. 
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RULE 3, SECTION 4 



1 The white-sdlch 1 1 inch ball shall be used m the followine ASA play, boys and girls lO-under 
Junior Olympic fast pitch It must have a COR of 50 and under and show the ASA logo 

J The red-stitch (and/or red ndehhle stamping as approved by the ASA) twelve-mch ball with a 
COR of .47 and under shall be used in the following ASA Play Adnlt men's slow pitch and 
co-ed slow pitch (male batters only) It must be marked MSP47 and show the ASA logo. 

k The red-slitch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the AS/i} eleven inch ball with a 
COR of 47 and under shall be used in the following ASA Play. Women's slow pitch, co-ed 
slow pitch (women batters only), and all girls Junior Olympic slow pitch It must be marked 
GWSP47 and show the ASA logo. 

1 Softballs used in ASA play must meet standards set by the ASA Equipment Standards Commit- 
tee as shown below, and must be stamped with the ASA logo 

THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL SPECIFICATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 



SOFTBALL 


THREAD 
COLOR 


MINIMUM 
SIZE 


MAXIMUM 
SIZE 


MINIMUM 
SIZE 


MAXIMUM 
SIZE 


MARKING 


12-inch FP 
(30.0 cm) 


white 


1 1 7/8 in 
300cm 


12 1/8 in 
31 0 cm 


6% oz 
ISOOg 


7 07. 

200 Og 


ASA 
Logo 


12-inch SP 
(30.0 cm) 


re<J 


1 1 7/8 -.n 
30.0 cm 


12 1/8 in 
31 0 cm 


6W oz 
ISOOg 


7 oz 
200.0 g 


M3P47 
ASA Logo 


16-inch SP 
(41.0) cm) 


white 


15 7/8 m 
40.0 cm 


16 1/8 m 
4l 0 cm 


9oz 
225 Og 


10 oz 
283 Og 


ASA 

Logo 


M-inch 
(27.0 cm) 


red 


10 7/8 in 
27.0 cm 


II 1/8 m 
28.0 cm 


5 7/8 oz 
165.0 g 


6 f/8 oz 
175 Og 


GWSP47 
ASA Logo 


1 1 -inch 
(27 0 cm) 


white 


10 7/8 in 
27 0 cm 


1 1 1/8 m 
28.0 cm 


5 7/8 oz 
165.0 g 


6 1/8 oz 
175.0 g 


ASA 
logo 
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Sec. 4. TF , HOME PLATE SHALL BE MADE OF RUBBER OR OTHER SUITABLE 
MATERIALS. It shall be a five-sided figure, 1 7 inches (43 1 8 cm) wide across the edge facing the 
pitcher rhe sides shall be parallel to the inside lines of the b. :r's box and shall be 8'/^ inches 
(21 59cm) long The sides oflhe point facing the catcher shall be 12 inches (30 48 cm) long. 

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be of wood or nibber, 24 inches (60.96 cm) long and 
6 inches (15 24 cm) wide. The top of the plate shall be level with the ground. The front line of the 
plate shall be the preccribed pitching distances from the outside corner of home plate (Refer to 
PITCHING DISTANCES chart in Rule 2, Sec. 3.) 

Sec, 6 THE BASES. OTHER THAN HOME PLATE SHALL BE 15 INCHES (38.10 cm) 
SQUARE, MADE OF CONVAS OR OTHER SUTTABLF ^^ATERIALS AND NOT MORE 
THAN 5 INCHES (1?.70 cm) IN THICKNESS The bases should be securely fastcnced in posi- 
tion. 

a The double base is approved for use at first base. This base is 15 by 30 inches and made of can- 
vas or other suitable material Half the base is white (secured in fair teiiitory), and half is 
orange (secured in foul territory). It should not be more than 5 inc (12.70 cm) in thickness. 

NOTE" The following nilcs apply to the double base: 

1) A batted ball hming the while portion is declared fair, and a batted ball hitting 
the orange portion is declared foul. 

2) Both white and orange portions of the base are treated equally for the offense 
and the defense. 

REFER TO POINTS OF EMPHASIS 
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RULE 3, SECTION 7 

SOFTBALL GLOVE SPECIFICATIONS 




©^M>^T / I 1 ft II (H) Crotch seam i7V^in. 




(M) Fourth ftnger top to 



(I) Thumbtoptobottom 



(L) Thirdftngertopto 



(A) Palm Width 8 m 

(B) >=>alm width 8«/iin 
fC) Top opening of web 5 in 

(D) Bottom opening of web 4Viin 

(E) Web top to bottom 7V4in 

(F) Firstfmgercrotchseam 716 in 

(G) Thumb crotch seam Vh\u 



(K) Secondfingertopto 



bottom edge 11 in 



bottom edge l2V4rn 



bottomedge 14 in 



Gottomedge 13V4 m 



Edge 9V4 m 



Sec. 7. GLOVES MAY BE WORN BY ANY PLAYER, BUT MTTTS MAY BE USED 
ONLY By THE CATCHER AND FOVT BASEMAN. No top lacing, webbing, or other 
device between the thumb and body of the glove or mitt worn by a first teseman or other fielder 
shall be more than 5 inches (12.70 cm) in length. The pitcher's glove shall be of one solid colo.. 
other than white or grey. Multicolored gloves arc acceptable for all other players. Gloves with 
white or grey circles on the outside, giving the appearance of a ball, are illegal for all players. 

Sec. 8. SHOES MUCT BE WORN BY ALL PLAYERS. A SHOE SHALL BE CON- 
SIDERED OFnCLVL IF ITIS MADE WITH EITHER CANVAS OR LEATHER UPPERS 
OR SIMILAR MATERIALS The soles may be cither smooth or have soft or hard rubber cleats 
Ordinary metal sole ano heel plat. -> may oe used if the spikes on the plates do not extend morc than 
3/4 of an inch (1 .91 cm) from the .c!e or heel of the shoe. Shoes with rounded metal spikes arc il- 
legal. 

J.O./CO»ED PLAY: No metal spikes arc allowed in any division of J O. or co-ed play. No hard 
plastic or polyurcthane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plates are allowed in any division of 
J.O or co^ play. No shoes with detachable cleats that scrtw ON are allowed, howevci, shoes 
with detachable cleats that screw INTO the shoe arc allowed. 

PlAY — Adult players from Team B are wearing (a) golf shoes, (b) track shoes, (c) metal 
oaseball spikes, (d) coaches' shoes ^iih ripple rubber soh\ RULING — (a) and 
(b) lUegal; (c) and (d) Legd. 

Sec. 9. MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS, AND SHIN GUARDS. 

a. (FPONLY) Masks, with throat protectors must be worn by adult catchers, and Junior Olympic 
catchers must wear a mask, throat protector and helmet An extended wire protector can be 
worn in lieu of a throat protector attached to the mask NOTE Any player warming up a 
Junior Olympic pitcher at any location within the confines of the playing field shall wear a 
mask and throat protector. 

b (S P ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear an approved batter's helmet, or tlie catcher's 
helmet with ear flaps and mask. 

c (FP ONLY) Junwr Olympic catchers must wear shin guards and body protectors 

PIA Y (l) — Adidt catcher refitses to vvwr a mask in (a) slow pitch, (b) fast pitch. RULING — 
(a) Legal, (b) Illegal. Catcher must wear a mask in fast pitch, andallJ. 0 catchers 
must wear masks with helmets. 

ntjv o) _ (fp ONLY) A catcher refuses to comply with umpire's order to wear a mask. 

J RULING — Forfeited game shall be declared by the umpire if no one else will wear 

Ml mask and catch. 
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Sec, 11. UNIFORM, AU players on a team shall wear uniforms alike in color, trim, and style. 
Coaches must be neatly attired and dressed alike, or in team uniform and in accordance with ihe 
color code of the team. 

a Ball caps. All ball caps must be alike and are. 

I . Mandatory for all male players and must be worn properly 

2 Optional for female players Visors and headbands are also optional for female players, but 
may not be mixed. All female players are n )t required to wear hcadwear. but for those 
players who do so, the headwear must be alike. Handkerchiefs do not qualify as headbands 
and cannot be wom, either around the head or around the neck (NOTE, Plastic visors are 
not allowed as headwxxre, ) 
b PANTS/SLIDING PANTS All player pants shall be either all long or all short in style. 
Players may wear a uniform, solid color pair of sliding pants. It is not mandatory that all 
players wear sliding pants, but if more than one player wears them, they must be alike in color 
and style. No player may wear ragged, frayed, or slit legs on exposed sliding pants, 
c UNDERSHIRTS Players may wear a uniform. solid<olored undershirt (it may be wnite). It is 
not n.andatory that all players wear an undershirt if one player wears one, but those that ar« 
wom must be alike No player may wear ragged, frayed, or slit sleeves on exposed under- 
shirts. 

d NUMBERS An Arabic number of contrasting color, at least 6 inches ( 1 5 24 cm) high, must 
be wom on the back of all uniform shirts No pla>ers on the same team may wear identical 
numbers (Number "3** and '*03*' are examples of idenucal numbers.) Players without 
numbers will not be permitted to play If duplicate numbers exist, one of the players will not be 
permitted to participate in the game. 

e HELMETS All adult fast pitch and Junior Olympic fasf ind slow pitch offensive players 
must properly wear batting helmets of similar color with double ear flaps that have been 
approved by the National Operatmg Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment 
(NOCSAE) PENALTY Failure to wer.r the batting helmet when ordered to do so by the 
umpire shall cause said player to be declared out Deliberately wearing the helmet im- 
properly or deliberately removing the helmet during a live ball play and seen by the um- 
pire as a deliberate act, shall cause the violator to be declared out immediately. The ball 
remains live EXCEPTION Modified fast pitch players are noi required to wear a helmet 
when playing offense. 

NOTE Calling a runner out for removing a helmet docs not remove force play sitijations. 

Adult male batters and baserunners and all pitchers and catchers may wear baiting helmets. Other 
than pitchers and catchers, no other defensive player may wear a helmet in adult and J O. plav . ex- 
cept for medical purposes. ' 

NOlB. Catche' ^^..^lets at the present time do not have NOCSAE standards, and no stamp 
will be required on this helmet. 

f CASTS Plaster or other hard substances in their final form may not be wom dunng the game. 

Any exposed metal may be considered legal if covered by ^ft matenal and taped 
g JEWLLRY Exposed jewelry such as wnst watches, bracelets, any type camngs. neck chains, 
or any other item judged dangerous by the umpire, may not be wom dunng the game. Medical 
alert bracelets or necklaces are noi consiJercd jewelry, but if wom. they must be taped to the 
body NOTU. Players must he asked to remo c jewelry and if they fail to do so. will be ejected 
Q from the game. 
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RULE 4, SECTION 1 



PLAY (I) ^ A female team has three players wearing capts, but the remaining players do 
not wear anything on their heads. /?i 'LING — Legal, if the three hats are 
alike. All female players do not have to 'ear hats. If hats are worn, however, 
they cannot be mixed with headbands or Vi ors 

PLAY (2) — Two female players wear caps, and the rtmaining players wear similar- 
colored headbu ids, RULING — Illegal Either caps or headbands may be 
worn, but not both, 

PLAY (3) — In co-ed play, four males wear caps, one does not, two females have head- 
bands, and three do not, RVUNG — Illegal It is okay for female players not 
to wear headbands or caps, but all male players must wear caps. The rest of 
the uniform should be similar (i,e,, all players m shorts or all m long pants, 
the same jerseys and leggings, etc, } 

PLAY (4) — Player Fl wears (a) uniform number 6 on the back of his jersey, (b) uniform 
number 00 on the back of his jersey, (c) no uniform number on the jersey, but 
number 5 on the pants, (d) no uniform number on the back of the jersey, but a 
2-inch number on the front, (e) no uniform number at all, RULING — Legal in 
(a) and (b). not legal in (c). (d). or (e), 

PLAY (5) — Player Fl (Jones) was listed in the scorebook with the wrong number and (a) 
had his name on the jersey, (b) had no name on the jersey, RULING Correct 
the number in the scorebook in either case and resume play, Viere is no penal- 
ty- 



RULE 4. PLAYERS & SUBSTITUTES 



Sec, 1, A TEAM SHALL CONSIST OF: 

a. Fast Piich - 9 players. 

b. Fast Pitch with a designated player - \ 0 players 

c. Slow Pitch - 1 0 players. 

d. Slow Pitch with an extra player - 1 1 players. 

e Male rosters shall include only male players, and female rosters shall include only female 
players. 

f. Co-Ed - 10 players (five male and five feiDale). 

g. Co-Ed Slow Pitch with extra players — 12 players (6 male rnd 6 female) NOTE If the 
EP used in co-cd, 12 players must be used It is not permissible to use 1 1 players 
because of the alternate batters. 

Six, 2, PLAYERS* POSITIONS SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS FOLLOWS: 
a Fast Pitch. Pitcher, catcher, first baseman, second baseman, third baseman, shortstop. 

left fielder, center fielder, and right fielder, 
b. Fast Pitch with a Designated Player Same as Fast Pitch m paragraph "a" above, plus a 

"designated player." 
c Slow Pitch: Same as Fast Pttc :n paragraph "a" above, plus a "short fielder.*' 



^ y NATIONAL ASSOCIAT /N FOR GIRt^ & WOMEN IN SPORT 




RULE 4, SECTION 3 



d. Slow Pitch with an Extra Player: Same as Slow Pitch in paragraph "c" above, plus an 
"extra player" who bats. 

NOTE: Players of the team in the field may be stationed anywhere in fair territory, ex- 
cept the catcher, who must be in the catcher's box, and the pitcher, who must 
be in a legal pitching position at the start of each pitch. When a pitch is 
delivered without all defensive players in fair terntory, an illegal pitch shall be 
declared. 

e Co-Ed defensive positioning shall include two malp5 and two females in the outfield, two 
males and two females in the infield, and one male and one female in the pitcher-catcher 
positions. Once determining positions, the players must be stationed on fair ground, ex- 
cept the catcher as indicated in the "no»e" above. 

Sec, 3, DESIGNATED PLAYER (FP ONLY) 

a. A designated player, referred to as a "DP," may be used for any player, provided it is 
made known prior to the start of the game, and his name is indicated on the lineup sheet or 
score sheet as one of the nine hitters in the batting order. The starting DP may re-enter 
one time, as long as he goes back into the position in the bf .ng order that he occupied 
when he left the game. 

b. The starting player listed as the DP must remain in the same position in the batting order 
for the entire game. The DP and his substitute or replacement can never play offense at 
the same time. 

c. T^e DP may be substituted for at any time, either by a pinch-hitter, pinch-runner, or the 
defensive player being hit for. If the starting DP is replaced on offense by the person be- 
ing hit for (number 10 on the batting order), or by a substitute, the DP is considered to 
have left the game, and he may re-enter one time, as long as he returns to his original 
position m the batting order. NOTE: a) If replaced by the perbon playing defense only, 
this reduces the number of players from ten to nine. If the DP docs not re-enter, the game 
can legally end with nine players, b) If the DP re-enters, he can play offense and defense 
(continue with nine players), or he can bat in his original spot in the batting order, and the 
defensive player returns to the number 10 position and plays defense only once again. 

d. The DP may play defense at any position. Should the DP play defense for a player other 
than the one for whom he is batting, that player will continue to bat, but not play defense, 
and is not considered to have left the game. The DP may play defense for the person for 
whom he is hitting (number 1 0 in batting order), and that person is considered to have left 
the game, reducing the number of players from ten to nine. The person being hit for may 
re-enter the game one time, either in the number 10 spot in the batting order, or in the 
DP's position in the batting order NOTE: a) If returning to the #10 position, he wil again 
play defense only, but can play any defensive position, b) If ictuming in the DP's posi- 
tion, he wil play offense and defense, and there will be only nine players on the batting 



NOTE- 



The name of the player for whom the DP is batting will be placed in the tenth 
position in the scorebook. 
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RULE 4, SECTION 4 



PLA Y (I) — In the fifth inning Jones comes into the game as a DP and is placed at the end 



of the battmg order RUUNG — Illegal. The DP must he announced pnor to 
the start of the game and his name entered on the starting Imeup If one pitch is 
thrown to Jones, he is considered an illegal substitute for the player listed 
number I on the batting order 



PLA Y (2) — At the beginning of the game, Jones is put into the Imeup as a DP for Smith. In 



the third inning Smith is injured and has to leave the game, Jones replaces 
Smith as shortstop, RULING — Legal The game can continue with nme 
players. 



PLA Y (3) — Jones begins the game at second base, but does not bat In the fourth mmng he 
takes the place of Smith as the DP RUUNG — Legal The role of the DP is 
terminated until Smith (or Smith j substitute) re-enters the game 

PLA Y (4) — Jones is the listed DP and batting third Smith, the third baseperson is hstedas 



the DEFO Brown, the second baseperson ts batting seventh. In the third inn- 
ing, Jones plays defense for Brown In the sixth mmng, the manager wants 
Smith to bat and tnserts him for Brown, m^w was batting only and the tem- 
porary DP RUUNG — Illegal Brown was not the sta> ting DP. Smith must 
bat for Jones if the manager wants him to bat The umpire should correct this 
at the time of the change. If not caught at that time, the violatton, when 
brought to the attention of the umpire will be treated as an tllegal substitution. 
Tfie starter can report and re-enter legally. 



Sec. 4. EXTRA PLAYER (SP ONLY) 

a \n extra player, referred 'd as an '*EH*\ is opnonai, but if one is used, it must be made 
known prior to the start of the game, and be listed in the sconng sheet in the regular bat- 
ting order If the HP is us 'd. he must be used the en.ire game Failure to complete the 
game with the EP results m ti>rfeiture of the game. 

b The EP must remain in the same position in the batting order for the c.itire game, 

c If an EP is used, all eleven must bat and any ten can play defense. Defensive positions can 
be changed, but the batting order must remain the same 

d The EP may be substituted for at any time, either by a pinch-runner or pinch-hitter, who 
then becomes the EP The substitute must be a player who has not yet been in the game. 
The starting EP can re-enter. 

e The EP is used in co-ed. all twelve ( 1 2) must be, and any ten ( 10) — five male and five 
female — can play defense Defensive positions can be changed as long as the following 
ratio IS used two male/two female in the outfield, two male/two female in the infield and 
one male/one female as pitcher/catcher The batting order must remain the same 
throughout the game. 

Sec. 5 RE-ENTRY - Any of the starting players, including a DP (FP ONLY) or an EP 
(SP ONLY), may be withdra vn and re-entered once, provided players occupy the same bat- 
ting positions whenever in the lineup. 

EXCEPTION When the defensive player bats for the DP (FP ONLY), the DP is temporarily 
eliminated. 
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RULE 4, SECTION 6 

NOTE: The original player and the substitute(s) cannot be in the lineup at the same 
time. 

a Violation of the re-entry rule results in the ejection of both the manager and the illegal 
player when the violation is brought to the attention of the umpire by the offended team. 

b. Violation of the re-entry rule is handled as a protest which can be made anytime DURING 
THE GAME. The protest need not be made prior to the next pitch, as described in Rule 
1 1, Sec 4, however all play that occurred while the illegal re-entry was in the game will 
stand. 

NOTE* If the re-entry violation also violates the unreported substitute ruling (Rule 4, 
Sec. 7a), those penalties would also be in effect. 

PLi Y— In the top half of the first inmng with two outs , K 1 on fit st base, B4 (Smith) is 
announced on the PA system. Just then the manager decides to substitute 
Jones. Jones strikes out In the third inning Smith, who was announced in the 
first Inning, plnch-hlts for Jones. RULING - Legal. Members of the starting 
lineup may be withdrawn and re-entered one time, provided they occupy the 
same batting positions they held when originally in the lineup 

Sec, 6, A TEAM MVST HAVE THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF PLAYERS PRE- 
SENT TO START OR CONTINUE A GAME. Requirements are- 
a. Fast Pitch - 9 players. 

b Fast Pitch with a designated player - 10 players If terminated as allowed in Sec 3c, the 
game can continue with 9 players. 

c. Slow Pitch - 10 players. 

d. Slow Pitch with an extra player - 1 1 players 

c Co-Ed Slow Pitch — 10 players (five male and five female) 

f. Co-Ed Slow Pitch with two extra players — 1 2 players (six male and six female) 

PENAJ TY: Game is forfeited. [See Rule 5, Sec. 3f(7)I 

NOTE: Players listed on the startmg lineup and not available at game time may be 
substitued for and re-entered under the re-entry rule. 

Sec, 7. A PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIALLY IN THE GAME WHEN HIS NAME 
HAS BEEN ENTERED ON THE OFFICIAL SCORESHEET OR HAS BEEN AN- 
NOUNCED, A substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his team's batting 
order. The following regulations govern the substitution of players: 

a The manager or team representative of the team making the substitution shall immediate- 
ly notify the plate umpire at the time a substitute enters The plate umpire shall then report 
the change to the scorer prior to the next pitch. If the violation is discovered prior to a 
pitch being made (legal or illegal), there is no penalty, :-d the illegal substitute shall be 
declared legal. 

The illegal substitute is considered m the game if a pitch has been made (legal or illegal) 
OFFEN*^^ (I) If the illegal player is discovered while at bat, he is declared ineligible, 
and a legal substitute assumes the ball and strike count. Any advance of baserunners 
while the illegal batter is at bat is legal (2) If the illegal player is discovered after com- 
^-'^ting his turn at bat and prior to the next pitch, the illegal player is called out, is ruled 
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ineligible, and any advance of bascrunners as a result of a walk or base hit by the illegal batter 
js nullified (3) If the illegal player is discovered after completuig his turn at bat aini after the 
next pitch, the illegal player is ruled ineligible and any advance by baserunners while the illegal 
batter was at bat is legal DEFENSE (1) If the illegal player is discovered after he makes a 
play and prior to the next pitch, the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the 
play, or have the last baner go back to bat. assuming the ball and stnke count prio: to the 
discovery of the illegal player, and having all bascrunners retum to the base they were pnor to 
the play The illegal player is ruled ineligible (2) If the illegal player is detected after a pitch to 
the next batter, all plays stand, but the illegal player is ruled ineligible 

NOTE When the illegal substitute is ruled ineligible, he is removed from (he game. If he is 

discovered pailicipating a^ain after his removal, the game is declared a forfeit 
(KuleKS^x;. 35). 

The use of an illegal subsotute or an ineligible player is handled as a protest by the offended team, 
All other substitutes are considered in the game as descnbed in Rule 4. Sec 7b. If the team 
manager or player in violation informs the umpire prior to the offended team's protest, 'here is no 
violation regardless of how long the playcr(s) was illegally in the game. 

PLA Y (I) - Jones, a legal sitbsntute, enters the game m the third inning unreported In the fifth 
innmg the opponents report this to the umpire. RULING. The player (Jones) ts im- 
mediately removed All play by or on Jones ts legal. A legal substitute must be 
reported imo the game. 

PLA Y (2) — Smith re-enters the game unreported in the fourth inning for his substitute A fierhe 
hits the ball and reaches first base safely, it is detected by the opponent and 
reported to the umpire. RULING: Smith is called out. ruled ineligible and a legal 
substitute must enter the game If a substitute is not axmlable, the game is forfeited. 

PLAY {3} — Brown replaces Carter, a starting player, in the third inmng. Carter re-enters the 
game m the sixth inning for Green, another starting player. Carter singles and the 
opponents bring to the attention of the umpire that Carter's re-entry wxis not 
reported RULING: This is a violation of the re-entry rule since Carter did not 
replace his substitute. Carter and his manager are ejeaed from tfte game 

b Substitute players wil be considered in tlie game when announced to the plate umpire. A 
player will not violate the substitution rule until one pitch is thrown. 

(1) A baner» when he's in the baner's box 

(2) A fielder, when he's in a defensive position. 

(3) A runner, when on the base he is holding. 

(4) A pitcher, when he's near pitcher's plate. 

c. Any player may be removed firom the game during any dead ball. 

PLA Y (I) — Jones is the startmg pitcher In the top of the third inning. Smith bats for Jones. In 
the bottom of the third, Jones returns to pitch RULING: Legal. 

PLA Y (2) — Pitcher Jones ww/fcy B3 and ts replaced by Smith The offense substitutes BI I for 
B4. and before Smith throws one pitch, (a) Jones, the starring pitcher, re-enters, 
(b) Brom is substituted for Smith. RULING: Legal in both situations. 
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The piicher no longer has u pitch until the first batter facing him has com- 
pleted his turn at b^t, the side has been retired, or he has l>cen removed from 
the game. 

d A player removed from the game by rule shall not panicipate m the ,ain. except as 

a coach. 

EXCEPTION' The staning lineup may re-enter one time. (See Rule 4. Sec 5) 



RULE 5. THE GAME 



Sec. I. THE CHOICE OF THE FIRST OR LAST BAT IN THE INNING SHALL BE 
DECIDED BY A TOSS OF A COIN, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED IN THE 
lyJLES OF TH^^^ UNDER WHICH THE SCHEDULE OF GAMES 

Sec. 2. THE FITNESS OF THE GROUND FOR A GAME SHALL BE DECIDED 
SOLELY BY THE PLATE UMPIRE. 

Sec. 3. A REGULATION GAME SHALL CONSIST OF SEVEN INNINGS. 

a A full seven innings need not be played if the team second at bat scores more runs in six 
innings, or before the third out in the last of the seventh inning 

b A game that is tied at the end of seven innings shall be continued by playing additional in- 
nings; or until one side has scoied more runs than the other at the end of a complete in- 
ning: or until the team second at bat has scored more runs in it's half of the inning before 
the third out is made. 

c A game called by the umpire shall be regulation if five or more complete innings have 
been played, or if the team second at bat has scored more runs in four or more innings 
than the other team has scored in five or more innings The umpire is empowered to call a 
game at any time because of darkness, ram, fire, panic, or other causes which place the 
pjirons or players in peril For games called prior to five complete mnmg.s. see Sec, 5g. 

PLAY-- At the end of the fourth mning, the score is HI and V2 There is no score in the 
first half of the fifth, but tn the last half H scores (a) I run: (b) two runs. In 
ei.her case the game is called because of ram with onlv one or two outs. 
RULING — In either case it ts a regulation game In (a) it is a tie game, but all 
records count. In (b) H is the winner 

d A regulation tie game shall be declared if the score is equal when the game is called at the end of 
five or more complete innings, or if the team second at bat has equaled the score of the first team 
at bat in the incomplete thing. 

PLAY^ In the last half of the sixth inning, with RI, R2, and R3 on third, second and 
first bases respectively, B4 hits a home run, tying the score 6-6. It then begins 
to rain heaxily and eventually forces the umpire to call the game. RULING — 
The game ends in a 6 to 6 tie 
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These provisions do not apply to any act: on ihe part of players cr spectators which might call 
for forfeiture of the game The umpire may forfeit the game if attacked physically by any team 
member or spectator. 

A forfeited game shall be declared by the umpire in favor of the team not at faui* tn the Tollow- 
ing cases: 

(1) If a team fails to appear on the field or, being on the field, refuses to begin a game for 
which it IS scheduled or assigned at the lime scheduled, or within a tim': set for forfeitures 
by the organization. 

(2) If one side refuses to continue to play after the /-ame has begun, unless the game has been 
suspended or terminated by the umpire. 

PLAY — A game is called after sewn complete innings of play because the manager of the 
Msiting team ro longer mshes to play RULING — If weather permits, the game 
Ml not be terminated The umpire shall forfeit the game to the home team by a 
score of 7-0 

(3) If, after play has been suspended by the umpire, one side fails to resunr playing within 2 
minutes alter the umpire has called * *play ball. " 

(4) If a team employs tactics noticeably designed to delay or to hasten the game 

(5) If, after warning by the umpire, any one of the rules of the game is willfully violated. 

(6) If the order for the removal of a player is not obeyed wiihm 1 minute. 

(7) If, because of the removal of a player or players from the game by the umpire, or for any 
reason, there are fewer than 9 (Fast Pitch), 10 (Fast Pitch with DP), 10 (Slow Pitch), 1 1 
(Slow Pitch with EP), or 12 (Co-Ed Slow Pitch with 2 HP's) on either team 
EXCEPTION If a team starts the ganoe with a DP (FP ONLY) and the defensive player 
bats for the DP (Rule 4, Sec 3c), the team can continue and end the game with nine 
players, or the DP can re-enter, and the team will finish with ten players. 

PLA Y— A team starts a game nvh ten players m slow pitch or nine players m fast pitch, but 
loses one player due to injwy and has no substitute to replace the injured player. 
RULING — The game is forfeited to the opponent A team may not continue a game 
y\vh fewer than the number of players required to start the game 

^ Games that are not considered regulation, or regulation tie games, shall be resumed at the exact 
point where they were slopped (For Championship play, sec ASA Procedural Code 9 01(a)). 

Sec. 4. THE WINNER OF THE GAME SHALL BE THE TEAM THAT SCORES 
MORE RUNS IN A REGULATION GAME. 

a The score of a called regulation game shall be the score at the end of the last complete inning, 
unless the team second at bar has scored more runs than the first team at bat in the incomplete 
inning. In this case the score shall be that of the incomplete mning. 

b The score of a regulation tie game shall be the tie score when the game was terminated. 

c. The score of a forfeited game shall be 7-0 in favor of the team not at fault. 

Sec. 5. ONE RUN SHALL BE SCORED EACH TIME A BASERUNNER LEGALLY 
TOUCHES nRST BASE, SECOND BASE, IHIRD BASE, AND HOME PLATE 
BEI'X)RE THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING. 
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Sec. 6. A RUN SHALL NOT BE SCORED IF THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING 
ISARF^ULTOF: 

a. The batter-runner being put out before legally touching first base. 

b. A baseninner being forced out due to the batter becoming a baserunner 

NOTE- If there is no force out and a run scores prior to a oascrunner being called out 
on a time play, the run will count. 

PLAY (I) — RI is on third base, and R2 is on first base with tnv outs. Batter htis ground 
ball to F4 who chases R2 back toward first base and tags him (a) before Rl 
scores, (b) after Rl scores. RUUNG - Run does not count in (a) or (b) since 
the third out uus a ft>rce out. 

PLA Y (2) — With one out and runners on second base and third base, the batter flies out for 
the second out. The runner on third base tags up after the catch, but the runner 
on second base does not. The runner on third base crosses the plate before an 
appeal is ntade at second base. RULING — The run will count at this is a time 
play and not a force out. If the runner crosses home plate after the appeal, the 
run would not count. 

c (FP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitcher releases the ball to the batter. 
(SP ONLY) /j baserunner leaving base before the pitched ball reaches home plate or 
before the pitched ball is batted 

Sec. 7. NO SUCCEEDING RUNNER SHALL SCORE A RUN WHEN A 
PRECEDING RUNNER HAS BEEN DECLARED THE THIRD OUT OF AN INNING. 

PLA Yd) — One out, RI on third base and R2 on second base. Batter hits a fly ball which 
is caught by F7. RI tags up and leaves his base before the fly ball is touched by 
F7 R2 scores after taggtng up and legally leaving his base. Appeal is made at 
third base, and umpire declares Rl out. RULING — Three outs, no runs 
score 

PLAY (2) — Two 0141^, Rl on third base, R2 on second base, and R3 on first base. Batter 
hits ball over the fence for a home run. Rl fails to touch home plate, but R2, 
R3, and tne batter-runner touch all bases in regular order, including home plate. An 
appeal fs made on RI at home plate. Umpire declares RI out. RULING -No runs 
score. 

Sec. 8. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE AND THE BATTER OR 
BASERUNNER IN AN INNING. Umpires shall not permit any such conferences m excess 
of one in an inning. 

PENALTY: Ejection of manager or coach who insists on another charged conference. 

Sec. 9. HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY). A limit of over-the-fence home 
runs will be used in all Men's and Co-Ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence m a 
game by a team in excess of the limitations will be ruled on as shown: 
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Super Classification — Unlimited 

Major Classification — Twelve (12) Excess is ruled a foul ball, and if the loul ball is a 

third strike, the batter is out 
Class "A" Classification — Six (6). Excess if ruled a foul ball, and if the foul ball is a 

third strike, the batter is out. 
Class "B" Classification — Three (3). Excess rules the batter out 
Co ^ Classification — Three (3) Excess rules the batter out. 
Ma* tc Classification — Three (3) . Excess niles the batter out . 
Class "C" Classification — One (1). Excess rules the batter out. 
Class "D" Classification — (O)Thc batter is out for any over-the-fence home run hit. 
MOTE Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence in fair 

temtory. should be declared a four base award and shall be included m the total 
of over-the-fenct home runs. 

PLAY (I) ^ Bases loaded with ou > Class 'A ' slow pitch tournament with a five (5) hi,me 
nmlinuf Team ' A' has h t four, and batter 34 hits a home run out oj the ball park. 
He deliberaiely misses and ajier M runs haw si ored, Team 'B 'appeals B4for 
missing 2B TJ.e umpin' rails B4 out. Does the home run count towards the five 
home run limit^ RVUKG: Yes. Whether the runner B4 intentionally or uninten- 
tionally missed 2B the home run would count. Anytttne a rut. scones, the home run 
will count. If the runner B4 missed IB, the home run would not count if the ap- 
pealed out wxis the third of the inning. 

PLA Y (2) — Runner RI otx 2B wvh one out. Class 'A ' slow pitch tournament wth six (6) home 
run limitation. Team 'A ' has hit five, and batter B4 hits a long fiy ball to F8 m 
centetfield ,^ catches the ball and throws it over the fence in order for team 'A ' to 
have SIX home run limit RULING: This would be a legal catch, arid if fewer than 
TWO outs and other runners on base, the umpires should aw^rd all runners twv 
bases for throwing the ball intentionally out of play. It would not count tomrd the 
home run littiit. 



RULE 6, PITCHING REGULATIO NS (Fast Pitch) | 



Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES. Before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitr^er shall comp' w ith 
the followir 

a. He shi*. xc a position with his pivot fijot on the pitcher's plate and his non pivot foot on or 
behind the piichr-*s plate Bouh rcet must be on the ground within the 24-ir>ch length of the pit- 
cher's plate. His shoulders shall be in line with first and third bases. The hands shall be 
separated. The ball can be in the glove or pitching hai>d. 

b. While m the position descnbcd m "a" above, he shall take the signal from the catcher. 

c After completing "b" above, he shall hold the bal' in both liands for not less l/iaii I second and 
not more than 10 seconds before leleasmg the ball. 

PLA Y — Pitcher takes a sigrud while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher *s plate but not on 
the plate. He then assumes legal pitckbig position for I second and pitches the ball. 
RULING — Illegal pitch. The pitcher must take th*' signal while legally in contact 
with the pitcher 's plate. 

"Tic pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher is in position to 
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e The pi* ^her may not take the pitching position on or near the pitcher's plate without hav- 
ing the Da)] in his possession. 

NOTE: To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should 
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. **N0 PITCH" shall be 
declared if the pitcher pitches Ahile the umpire has his hand in said position. 

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when one har s taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any 
motion that is part of his windup. 

a. In the act of delivering the ball, thu pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must 
be forward, toward the batter, and simultaneous \ ith the delivery of the ball to the batter. 
(''Toward the batter" is interpreted as within the 24-inch length of the pitcher's plate.) 

b. Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other (han the pitcher's plate is illegal. 

NOTE: It is not a step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcher's plate, provided 
contact is maintained with the plate. 

PLAY (J) — The pitcher stands on the right side of the pitcher's plate \ ,th both feet in legal 
contact. He takes a step with his non-pivot foot toward third base so that the 
entire foot lands to the right of the outside of the pitcher 's plate. RULING — 
Illegal Pitch. 

PLAY (2) — Vie pitcher stands with *wo feet on the pirhing rubber and takes *he signal. 

He then steps or slides bck with the non-pivot foot (a) while hu hands are 
separated, (b) while his hands are together. RULING — (a) legal and (b) il- 
legal. Because his step with the non-pivot foot must be forward^ a step back 
mus* be completed prior to the start of the pitch as described m Rule 6, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

a. The release of the ball and follow through of the hand and wrist must be forward and past 

the straight line of the body, 
b The hand shall be below the hip, and the wrist not farther from the body than the elbow. 

c. The pitch is completed with a step toward the batter. 

d. The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher's box when the pitch is released. 

P^AY — A pitch is delivered with the catcher outside the boundaries of the catcher's 
box. RUUNG- Illegal Pitch. 

e. The catcher shall return tht ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, except after a 
strikeout or a putout made by the catcher. 

EXCEPTION" Sec 3e doc5 not apply when (a) a batter becomes a baserunner, (b) there are 
runners on base, or (c) a foul ball is fielded close to the foul line by the catcher who throws to 
first base for a possible out. 

- Bases are empty, and the batter has a count of no balls and one strike. On the 
next pitch the batter hits a foul ball which the catcher retrieves and throws to 
the third baseman, RULING - A ball is awarded to the batter, and the count 
becomes one ball and tm strikes. 
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f The pitcher has 20 seconds to release the next pitch after receiving the ball from the 
catcher. 

Sec. 4. THE PirCHCR MAY USE ANY V^^^a)UP DESIRED, PROVIDING; 
a He does not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat- 
ter. 

b. He does not use a rocker action in which, after having the ball in both hands in the pitch- 
ing position, he removes one hand from the ball, takes a backward and forward swing, 
and retu.'ns the ball to both hands in front of the body. 

c He does not use a windup in which there is a stop or reversal of the forward motion 

d He does not make two revolutions of the arm on the windmill pitch A pitcher may drop 
his arm to the side and to the rear before starting the windmill motion 

e He loes not continue to wind up after taking the forward step which is simultaneous with 
the release of the ball. 

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL OR 
BOUNCE THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PRE- 
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pitch-out for the purpose of intentionally 
walking a batter is not considered an illegal pitch (Refer to note following Rule 8. Sec. 2c). 

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT. AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE 
BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER 
APPLY A FOREIGN SUBSf ANCE TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of 
the umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a sweat- 
band, bracelet, or similar-type item on the wnst or forearm of the pitching arm. 

PLAY — Pitcher with tape on pitching hand RULING - Illegal, Must remove tape or 
be replaced 

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive 
players, except the catcher who must be in the catcher's box. are positioned in fair territory 

NOTE It IS an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter s line of vision or. 

with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter 
A pitch docs not have to be released. The offended player shall be ejected 
fro n the game, and an illegal pitch shall be declared 

EFFECT - Sec l-*? Any infraction of Sec 1-7 is an illegal pitch, with the exception of Sec 
3c, which IS covered separately The ball is dead A ball is called on the batter. Bascnmncrs 
arc entitled to advance one base without liability to be put out If an illegal pitch hits the I al- 
ter, the batter is awarded first base 

EXCEPTION If the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the batter, and if the batter 
h'ts ;He ball and reaches first base safely, and if all baserunners advance at least one base on 
the action resulting from the batted ball, the pla> stands, and the illegal pitch is nullified. 

An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called 
by the plate umpire, it shall be called m a voice so that the catcher and the bat- 
ter will hear it The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. 
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If called byWz bas- umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall 
hear it. The ba',c nmpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal . Failure of 
players to hear ihe call shall not void it 

Sec. 8. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO 
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN HVE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER 
TEAMMATE, Play shall be suspended during this time. For excessive warm-up pitches, a 
pitche. shall be penalized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of five. 

PL4 Y— SI replaces Fl . How many throws are perrnim i for his warm-up ? RULING — 
Five. The umpire is authorized to allow more throws, however, H>hen tht 
weather is inclement; or when FI is removed because of an injury, and SI did 
not have time to warm up before entering. 

Sec. 9. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE D^IRING A LIVE 
BALL WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER^S PLATE A^-l^R 
HE HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION. 

EFFECT - Sec. 9: Illegal pitch, the ball is dead, a ball is called on the batter, and all runners 
advance one base If the thirow from the pitcher's plate is during a live ball appeal play, the 
appeal is cancelled. 

NOTE: The pitcher can remove himself from the pitchmg position by stepping 
backwards off the pitcher's plate. Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an 
illegal oitch. 

Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN: 
a. The pitcher pilches during the suspension of play 

b The pitcher attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken position or when 

the batter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch, 
c The runner is called out for leaving the base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch, 
d The pitcher pilches before a basemnner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been 

declared and the ball is dead. 

EFFECT — Sec. lOa-d* The ball is dead, and all subsequent action on that pitch is 
cancelled. 

e. NO PLAYER, MAN/.GER, OR COACH SHALL CALL TIMc HMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLA^ ' FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PiTCHER COMMIT /iN H LFOAL PITCH. 

ErFECT — Sec. lOe* *'No pitch" shall be declared, and a warning issued to the of- 
fending team A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result in the offender be- 
ing removed from the game. 

^ — Pitcher IS in his windup when the batter, in an attempt to have th e pitcher com- 
mit an illegal pitch, raises his hand as if to request time. Pitcher stops his 
windup. RULING — No pitch shall be declared. 
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Sec. 11. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall 
result in the removal of the pucher from ihc pitching position for the remainder of the game. 

Sec. 12. IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PrrCHER^ HAND DURING HIS WINDUP 
OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THf BATTER, THE 
BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAV, AND THE RUN^RS MAY ADVANCE AT THEIR 
OWN RISK. 



RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Modified) 



Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES. Before starting the delivery (pilch), the pitcher shall comply with 
the following: 

a He shall take a position with both feet on the ground and in contact with the pitcher's plate. 
Eoth feet must be within the 24 inch length of the pitcher's plate His shoulders shall be in line 
with first and third bases The hands shall be separacd The ball can be in the glove or the pit- 
ching hand. 

b. While in the position descnbcd in *'a" above, he shall take the signal from the catcher, 
c * * :r completmg "b" above, he shall hold the ball in both hands for not lesi than 1 second and 
not more than 10 seconds before releasing the ball 

PL^ Y — Pitcher takes a signal while standing withm 8 feet of the pitcher 's plate hut not on 
the plate He then assumes legal pitching position for I second and pitches the hall. 
RVUNG — Illegal pitch Vie pitcher nmst take the signal while legally in contaa 
with the pitcher 's plate 

d The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher is in position to 
receive the pitch. 

e The pitcher may not take the pitching position on or i.^r the pitcher's plate without having the 
ball in his possession. 

NOTE To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should raise 
one hand witJi the palm facing the pitcher "NO PITCH" shall be declared if the 
pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position. 

Sec, 2, THE PITCH starts when one hand is taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any motion 
that IS part of his windup. 

a In the act of delivering the ball , the pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must 
be forward, toward the batter, and simultaneous with the delivery of the ball to the batter. 
("Toward the baiter" is interpreted as within the 24-inch length of the pitcher'.* plate.) 

b. Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher's plate is illegaJ . 

NOTE It is not a step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcher's plate, provided con- 
tact IS maintained with the plate. 
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• PlAYil) - Tne pitcher stands on the right side of the pitcher's plcae with both fea 

laa He takes a step Mth his nott-piwtfoot towxird third tme so ihat the entire foot 
lands to the nghi of the outside of the pitcher 's plate RVUNG - Illegal Pitch. 

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BAIX WHICH IS DELIVERED TO THE 
BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

a The release of the ball must be on Ihc tlrst forward swing of the piichmg arm past ihe hip The 
release must have a complete smooth follow through, with no abrupt stop of the arm near the 
hip. 

b The ball must not be outside the pitcher's wnst at the lop of the backswing, and dunng the 

complete forward delivery 
c On the forward swmg of the pitching arm. the elbow must be locked at the point o ..^se. and 

the dnving hip. must be square to home plaj^ when the ball is released 
d. The pitcher '.s poJm may be pointing downward upon deliveiy 
e The pitch is completed with a step toward the baner 

f The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher's box when the pitch is released 

PLAY- A pitch IS delivered ynth the catcher outside the baindaries of the cxitcher s Ixn 
ROUNG^ Illegal Pitch. 

g The catcher shaJI return the baJI directly to the pitcher aikr each -lucli. except after a Mnkeoui 
or a pulout made by the catcher 

L 'CEPTION- Sec 3g does not apply when (a) a batter becomes a baserunner. (b) there arc run- 
ners on base, or (c) a i il ball is Htlded dose to the foul line by the catcher who throws to first base 
for a possible out 

h The pitcher has 20 seconds to release the i :\t pitch after receiving the ball from the catcher 
PL/i Y - Bases are enipty\ and the batter fuu a c oimt of one ^mke and no kills Gi thj next 
pitch, the batter hits afoul Ixill which the catcher retrieves md throws to the third 
hasenuui RVUNG — A ball is awarded to the Ixuter wui the coimt becomes t\\v 
strikes and one Ixili. 

Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANV WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING: 

a He docs not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the baner 
b He does not jse a rocker action in which, after having the ball m both hands m uie pitching 

position, he removes one hand from the ball, takes a backward and forward swing and rctums 

the ball to both hands in front of the \ xiy 
c He does not use a windup in which there is a stop or reversal o/the forward motion 
d. He may take the ball behind the back on theKick.swing 

e He may not use a windm*!! or slingshot type pitch nor may a complete revolution be made in 
tJiedelivery. 

NOTE- A -Mrngshof type pitch is defined as turning the body toward first or third base, 
and bending the elbow dunng the backswing 
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RULE 6, SECTION 5 (MOD FP) 



f. He does not continae to wind up after taking the forward step, which is simultaneous with the 
release of the ball. 

Sec, 5, THE PITC HER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL OR BOUNCE 
THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE 
BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pilch o« for the purpose of intentionally walking a batter is 
not considered an illegal pitch. (Refer to note following Ruie 8, Sec. 2c). 

Sec. 6, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE 
BALL, THE PTTCHING HAND OR FINGERS, NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER 
Am.Y A FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL, Under the supervision and contixvl of the 
umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. Hie pitcher shall not wear a sweaiband, 
bracelet or similar type item on the wnst or forearm of the pitching arm. 

Sec. 7, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless aD defensive playere, ex- 
cept the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, are positioned in fair territory, 

NOTE It IS an illegal pitch if a fielder takes up a position m the baner's line of vision or, 

with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, act m a manner to distract the batter A 
pitch does not have to be released The offended player shall be ejected from the 
game and an illegal pitch shall be declared 

EFFECT - Sec 1-7: Any infracuon of Sections 1-7 is an illegal pitch, with the exception of Sec- 
tion 3f, whid is covered separately. The ball is dead A ball is called on the batter Baseninners 
are entided to idvance one base without liability to be put out If an illegal pitch hits the batter, the 
batter is aw9 ded first base. 

EXCEPTION If the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the batter, and, if the batter hits 
the ball a d reaches first base safely, and if all baseninners advance at least one base on the action 
resulting from the batted ball, the play stands and the illegal pilch is nullified. 

NOTE An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal If called by the 

plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the batter will hear 
It The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal If called by the base 
umpire. It shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it. The base umpire 
shall also gi. c the delayed dead ball signal Failure of players to hear the call shall 
not void the call. 

Sec, 8, AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE MINUTE MAY BE USED TO 
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN FIVE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM- 
MATE, Play shall be suspended during this time For excessive wamvup pitches, a pitcher shall 
he penalized by awarding a ball to tlie batter for each pitch in excess of five. 

PLAY— SI replaces FI. How many throws are pemuned for his warm-up"^ RULING — 
Fne, however, the umpire is attthonzed to allow more throws when the wvaiher is 
inclement or Fl wxis removed because of an injury and SI did not ha\ / time to 
>i«mi up before entering 
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RULE 6, SECTION 9 (MOD FP) 

.t^; S"^^ f^^T THROW TO A BASE DURING A UVE BALL 

^l^^ ^ CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE AFTER HE HAS 
TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION, 

EFFECT - Sec 9' Illegal pitch, the ball is dead, a ball is called on the baner and all runners ad- 
vance one base If the throw from the pitcher's plate »s dunng a live ball appeal play, :h'» appeal is 
cancelled 

NOTE' TJc pjtcher can remove himself from the pitching position by stepping backwards 
off the pitcher's plate Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an illegal pitch It 
IS an illegal pitch if a fielder takes up a position in the batter's hne of vision or, with 
del berate unsportsmanlike intent, act in a manner to distract the baner A pilch 
docs not have to be released. 
Sec, 10, NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN: 

a. The pitchc pitches during the suspension of play. 

b The pi»cher anempts a quick return of the ball before the baner has taken position or is off 

balance as a result of a previous pitch . 
c The runner is called out for leaving the base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch, 
d The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been 

declared and the ball is dead. 

EFFECT - Sec lOa-d The ball is dead and all subsequent action on that pitch is cancelled 
e NO PLAYER, MANAGER OR COACH SHALL CALL **TIME," EMPLOY ANY 
OTH JR WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS ALIVE 

cSm^VS^T^' "^"^'^ °' ™ ^""^^ """^"'^'^ 

EFFECT — Sec 10c No pitch shall bedcclared and a warning issued to the offending team A 
repeat of this type act by the tcain warned shall result in the offender being removed from the 
game. 

PLA Y — Pitcher is in his windup niten the batter, in an attetnpt to hove the pitcher commit 
an illegal pitcfi, raises his }iand as if to request ' 'time ' ' Pitcher stops his windup 
RVUNO — No pitch sfiall be declared 

xJSP-.ILBI^^^^iJb ^^^^ CHARGED CONf^RENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged confererKe shall 
result in the removal of the pitcher fm»n the pitching position for the remainder of the game. 
^S^,*^' SL1 1^ FROM THE PITCHER'S HAiVD DURING HIS WINDUP 
OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BATTER, THE 
BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNN^ERS MAY ADVANCE AT THEIR 
OWN RISK, 



RULE 6, PITCHING REGULATIONS (Stow Pitch) 



Sec. I, THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WHH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON 
TTffi GROUND AND mXH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH, BUT NOT 
OFF THE SIDE OF. THE PITCHER'S PLATE, While the pivot foot is in contacj with the pit- 
cher s plate and throughout the delivery, both the pivot ano non-pivot foot must be within the 
length of the pitcher's plate when on the ground or on the pitcher's plate, 
a Prelinunary to pitching, the pitcher musj come to a full and complete stop with the ball in front 

of the body. The front of the body must face the baner. 
b This position must be maintained at least 1 second and not more than 1 0 seconds before starting 

the delivery. 

■» ■ H? . 
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RULE 6, SECTION 2 (SP) 



c. The pitcher shall not be considerct! :n pitching position unless the catcher is in position to 
receive the pitch. 

NOTE' To indicate to tlie pitcher that he may not star* the pitch, the umpire should 
nise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. ''NO PITCH" shall be 
declared if tnc pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position. 

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is part of his windup 
after the required pause. Pnor to the required pause, any windup may be used The pivot foot 
must rema n in contact with the pitcher's plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step 
is taken, it can be forward or BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the 
pitching plate when the ball is eleased and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96cm) of the 
pitcher's plate and simultaneous with the release of the ball. 

PLAY— Fl has both feet on the pitching plate. He removes one foot by stepping 
backward and Jmultaneous pitches ball to Bl. Bl does not swing at the pitch. 
RULING — Legal pitch. A step with the free foot is not required in slow pitch, 
but if one is taken, it can be forward or backward as long as the pivot foot re- 
mains in contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released. 

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

PIA Y (l) — The pitcher comes to a 2-second stop, takes the ball in his pitching hand over 
the top of his Head, comes down and around in a windmiil-type action, and 
releases the ball the frst time past the hip. RULING — Legal. A windmill 
delivery is legal if the ball is released the first time past the hip, and all other 
aspects of the pitching rule are followed. 

FLA Y (2) — The pitcher releases the ball during a pitch with his palm on top of the ball and 
with the ball facing the ground. RULING — Ijegal. 

a The p^'^H shall be released at a moderate speed The speed is left entirely up to the judge- 
ment of the umpire The umpire shall wan the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive 
speed If the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shal! be removed from the 
pitcher's position for the remainder of the game. 

FLAY ^ After one warning, FI again delivers a pitch with excessive speed. Fiate um- 
pire orders that Ft must be removed from the game. Manager attempts to 
change Fl to an outfield position, but umpire rules that the pitcher cannot par- 
ticipate in any position for the remainder of the name. RULING — Illegal. Fl 
shall be removed from the pitching position for the remainder of the game but 
may participate in the game in any other position. 

b. Tlie hind shall be below the hip. 

c. Thr ball must he delivered witn a perceptible arc, and reach a height of at least 6 feet 
(1.83 m) from the ground while not exceeding a maximum height of 12 feet (3 66 m) 
from the ground. 

FLA Y — Pitcher releases ball on a pitch to the batter and the ball reaches a height of 15 feet 
. before beginning its donnward flight toward the plate. RULING — Illegal Pitck 
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RULE 6, SECTION 4 (SP) 

d. The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher's box until the pitched ball is batted or 
reaches the catcher's box. 

e. The catcher shall return the ball direcUy to the pitcher after each pitch, except after a 
stnkeout or putout made by the catcher. 

EFFECT — Sec. 3e: An additional ball is awarded to the batter. 

f. The pitcher has 20 seconds to release the next pitch after receiving the ball from the 
catcher. 

PUY^ Rl onfirstbase. Count on barter is no balls an^i one smke. Batter hits a foul 
ball which the catcher retrieves and gives to the umpire. The umpire gives the 
catcher a new ball which he throws to the first baseman RVUNC - A ball is 
awarded to the batter In slo*,v pitch the rule applies regardless of whether or 
not runners are on base. 

Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING: 

a. He docs not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat- 
tei . 

b. His windup IS a continuous motion. 

c He does not use a windup in which there is a stop or reversal of the pitching motion 
the hfp ^^^^ ^^^^ '''^^^ °" ^^^^^^ ^^'"S of the pitching arm past 

e. He does not continue to wind up after he releases the ball. 

f. He docs not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs. 

^^^^^ N^T' AT ^ TIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE BALL THE 
PITCHING HAND OR FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY A 
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL, Under the supervision and control of the um- 
pire. powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or 
similar lyr-c 'tern on the wrist or forearm of the pitching arm. 

PU y 7> - Pitcher with tape on pitchmg hand RULING - Ugal Slow Pitch pitchers can 
wear sweat bands on thep'tching arm and have tape on the hand or fingers of 
the pitching hand. 

PLAY (2) - The pitcher, holding the ball in his glove hand, delivers the pitch from the 
ilove hand RVUNG - Illegal pitch. He must deliver the ball with his bare 
^ hand. 

D^/rvpc^ \?i^^Jf;*^^'^^'^ ^A^" "A^^ ^NN'N^' OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN I MINUTE MAY BE USED TO 

?f ^liS^rr.^^^^ PATCHES TO THE CATC^R OR OTHE^ 

ibAMMA IE. Hay shall (v» suspended during this time. For excessive warm-up pitches a 
pitcher shall be penalized by .warding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of three. 

n?f t* I J^^ PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE 
^c^^^"^ THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BAT- 
TER IS OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 8 (SP) 



NOTE It is an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter's line of vision or. 

with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, act in a manner to distract the batter A 
pitch does not have to be released. The offending player shall be ejected from 
the game, and an illegal pitch shall be de ;lared. 

EFFECT— Sec 1-7 Any mfraaion of Sec 1-7 is an illegal piich A hall "hall be called on 
the bailer. Base runners are noi advanced, 

EXCEPTION If a baner strikes at an; illegal pitch, it shall be a strike and there shall be no 
penalty for such an illegal pitch The ball shall remain in play if hit by the batter. If an illegal 
pitch is called during an appeal play, the appeal is cancelled. 

NOTE An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. It called 
by the plate umpir*?. it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the bat- 
ter will hear it The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal If 
called by ihe base umpire, it shal. x called so that (he neartst fielder shall hear 
It. The base umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal Failure of 
players to hear the call shall not void it 

Sec. 8. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN: 
a. The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play . 

b The runner is called out for leaving the base before the pitched ball reaches home plate, 
c The pitcher pitches before the baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been 

declared and the ball is dead 
d THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP OR 

DURING THE BACKSWING. 

EFFECT - Sec 9a-d The ball is dead, and all subsequent aclion on that pitch is cancell- 
ed. 

e. NO PLAYER. MANAGER. OR COACH SHAl.L CALL TIME. EMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE. OR COMM*T ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PITCHER COMMIT AN iLLEGAL PITCH. 

EFFECT — Sec 9e "No pitch" shall be declared, and a warning shall be issued to the 
offending team A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result m the offender 
being removed from the game. 

PLA Y Refer lo ihe play following Rule 6, Sec We Effeci (Fasi Piich) 

Sec. 9. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference 
shall result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the 
game. 
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RULE 6, PITCHING (16-Inch Slow Pitch) 



r^^h ™E PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY 
ON THE GROUND, AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH. BUT 
NOT OFF THE SIDE OF. THE PITCHER'S PLATE. v,ui>. i av, i ni i n. iiu i 

a Preliminary to pitching, the pitcher must come to a full and complete stop, with the ball in 

front of the body. The front of the body must face the batter, 
b This position must be maintained at least I second and not more than 10 seconds before 

starting the delivery, 

c The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher is in position to 
receive the pitch, 

NOTE- To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should 
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher, '*N0 PITCH** shall be 
declared if the pitcher pitches while the umpne has his hand in said position. 
Sec, 2, THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is part of his windup 
after the required pause Pnor to the required pause, any windup may be used, fhe pivot foot 
must remain m contact with the pitcher*s plats until the pitched ball leaves the hand If a step 
IS taken it can be forward or BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is m contact with the pit- 
ching plate when the ball is released and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96cm) of the pit- 
cher s plate and simultaneous with the release of the ball. 

PLAY- F! has both feet on the pitching plate. Fl removes one foot bv stepping 
backward and then pitches ball to BL Bi does not swing at the pitch, RULING 
— Ugal pitch A step with the free foot is not required m slow pitch, but if one 
IS taken, it can be forward or backward as long a$ the pivot foot remains in 
contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released. 
Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. utLi v tKi!.u lu 

a The pitch shall be released at a moderate speed The speed is left entirely upto the judge- 
ment of the umpire The umpire sh^W warn the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive 
speed If the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the 
pitcher s position for the remainder of the game 
b. The hand shall be below i^e hip 

c The ball must be delivered with a perceptible arc and reach a height of at Ica^^t 6 feet ( 1 83 
m) from the ground, while not exceeding a maximum height of 12 feet (3 66 m) from the 
ground. 

d The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher\s box until the pitched ball is ba cd or 

reaches tiie catcher's box, 
c The catcher shall return t,^e ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, except after a 

strikeout or putout made by the catcher, 

EFFECT — Sec, 3e: An additfonal ball is awarded to the batter, 

NOTE- Rule 6. Sec 3e does not apply when a batter becomes a baserunner or when 

there are runners on base 
f The pitcher has 20 seconds to rehase the next pitch, 

PLAY- With Rl on third base, the catchet throws to F5 to pu tffthe runner after the 
pitch (a) The nmner Rl is tagged out. (b) the hall is overthrown and goes into 
left field RULING - In (a) the rmnet Rl is out. In (b) the ball is dead and 
Rl must return to third base. 

M^TS'nl' rlSl^'JF^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ™^ HF^ITATION PITCHES BEFORE THE 

MANDArORV DELIVERY TO HOME PLATE IF HE SO DESIRES. Except on a pick 
ott by the pitcher, the pitcher may use any windup desired, providing, 
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RULE 6, SECTION 5 (16" SP) 



a. His windup i« a continuous irotion. 

b. He docs not use a windup in wh'ch there is a stop or reversal o<* the forward motion 

c. He does not continue to wind up after he releases the ball. 

d. He does not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs, 

NOTE. A throw to a base is not considered a hesitation pitch, however, a fake to a 
base is regarded as a hesitation pitch. 

PLA Y — Tfie pitcher (a) makes one hesitation pitch , throws to first base to try to pick off 
ih e runner, and when the ball is returned, makes another hesitation pitch prtor 
to pitching', (b) makes tHV hesitation pitches, and as the runner takes off for 
2B, he walks off the pitcher* s plate toward the runner, (c) makes two hesitation 
pitches, and as the runner takes off for 2B, he steps back off the pitcher '5 plate 
and throws to 2B to pick off the runaer; (d) throws to IB to pick off the runner, 
but the ball is overthrown and either stays m play or goes out of play. RUL- 
ING, (a) Legil, (b) Illegal pitch, (c) Illegal pitch, (d) The ball n dead if over- 
thrown out of play, however if overthrown an<f the ball remains in play, the 
ball remains live and the runner(s} can be played on No advance is legal 
however. 

Sec, 5, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL, OR 
BOUNCE THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PRE- 
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. 

Sec, 6, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANYTIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE BALL, THE PIT- 
CHING HAND OR nNGERS, NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY A 
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the um- 
pire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or 
similar type item on the wrist or forearm of the pitching arm. 

PL4 Y (I) — Pitcher with tape on pitching hand. RVLING — Legal. 

Sec, 7, AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOIHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO 
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER 
TEAMMATE, Play shall be suspended during this time For excessive warm-up pitches, a 
pitcher shall be penalized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of three 

Sec, 8, THE PITCHER MAY ATTEMPT TO PICK A RUNNER OFF BASE EVEN 
WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN CONTACT VITH THE PITCHER^S PLATE, As stated in 
Rule 6, Sec. 4, the pitcher is allowed only two hesitation pitches 

Sec, 9, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE 
BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR IS OFF BALANCE 
AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH, 

EFFECT — Sec. 1-9: Any infraction of Sec 1-9 is an illegal pitch, and the ball is dead A 
ball shall be called on the batter, and baserunners may not advance. 
EXCEPTION. If a batter strikes at any illegal pitch, it shall be a strike and there shall be no 
penaltv for such an illegal pitch The ball shall remain in play if hit by the batter If an illegal 
pitch is called during an appeal play, the '•ppeal is cancelled, 

An illegal pitch shall be called when it becomes illegal If called by the plate 
umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and batter will hear it 
The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If called by the 
base umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it The base 
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RULE 6, SECTION 10 (16" SP) 



umpire shall also give the delayed dead bail signal Failure of players to hear 
the call shall not void it. 

It is an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter's line of vision or, 
with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter. 
A pitch docs not have to be released. 



Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN: 

a. The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play. 

b The pitcher pitches before the baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been 
declared and the ball is dead. 

EFFECT — Sec 9a -b The ball is dead, and all subsequent action on that pitch is cancell- 
ed. 

c NO PLAYER, MANAGER. OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME, EMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH. 

EFFECT — Sec 9c- "No pitch" shall be declared, and a warning shall be issued to the 
offending team A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result in the offender 
being removed from the game. 

Sec. 11. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BiSTWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference 
shall result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the 
game. 

Sec. 12. IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS 
WINDUP OR DURING THE BACKSWING, THE BALL WILL BE IN PLAY. 



Sec. 1. THE BATTER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN THE LINES OF 
THE BATTER'S BOX. 

a The batter shall not have his entire foot touching the ground completely outside the lines 
of the bailer's box. or any part of his foot touching home plate when the ball is hit. 

b The batter shall not step directly across in front of the catcher to the other batter's box 
while the pitcher is in position ready to pitch. 

c. The batter shall not enter the batter's box with an illegal bat. 

PLA Y - Batter hits ball for a single with (a) a bat 35 inches long, or (b) a baseball bat. 

RULING — In both cases the bats are illegal The batter is called out, and 
each runner is returned to the base he occupied at the start of the pitch. 

EFFECT — Sec lac The ball is dead, the hatter is out, and basemnners tnay NOT ad- 



RULE 7. BATTING 
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RULE 7, SECTION 2 



d. The bancr shall not enter the haner*s box with an altered bat. 

EFFECT — Sec Id. The ball is dead, the baner is out. and. without warring, is removed from 
further participaoon m the game; and bascrunncrs may not advance. 

PLAY - REFER TO RULE /. SEC I 

e The baner mus: take his position within 10 seconds after the un^pire has called "pla^ ball *' 
EFFECT — Sec. le. The ball is dead, The baner is out. 

NOTE ^SP ONLY) This does not pcrtam to an injured EP l**a team has only 1 1 players 

and one cannot bat. the game is forfeited 

f The baner must have both feet completely withiri me linens of the baner*** box prwr to the start 
of the pitch He may touch the hnes. but no part uf hjs foot may be outside the lines pnor to the 
pitch. 

►'NOTE The umpire should hold up the pitch until the baner is within the lines 

Sec. 2. EACH PLAYER OF THE SIDE AT BAT SHALL BECOME A BATTER IN 
THE ORDER IN ^VHICH HS NAME APPEARS ON THE LINEUP CARD. 

a The batting ordei of each team must be on the lineup card and must be delivered before the 
game by the mamtger or captain to the plate umpire The plate umpire shall submit it to the in- 
spection of :he manager or captain of the opposing team. 

b The batting order delivered to the umpire must be followed throughout the game unless a 
player is replaced by a substitute ^ATien this occurs, the substitute must take the place of the 
removed player in the batting order. 

c The first batter in each inning shall be the better whusc n^fne follows that of the last player who 
completed a turn at bat in the preceding inning. 

EFFECT — Sec 2b-c Batting out of order is an appeal play which ma> be made by the 
manager, ^y.ayer. or coach of the defensive team only The defensive team forfeits its nght to 
appeal batting out of order when all mfielders (including the pitcher) have left their normal 
positions (cross the foul line). 

( 1 ) If the error is discovered while the incorrect batter is at bat. the correct batter may take his 
place and legally assume any balls and strikes Any runs scored or bases run while the 
incorrect batter was at bat shall be legal. 

(2) If the error is discovered after the incorrect batter has cunipletcd his tum at bat and befo-'e 
there has been a pilch to af>olher batter, the player who slnuild have batted is out. Any ad- 
vance or score made because of a ball batted by the improper batter ' r because of the im- 
proper batter's advance to first base on a hit. an ciror. a base on bails, or a hit batter shall 
be nullifieu The next batter is tlie player whose name follows that of the plaver called 
out for failing to bat If the batter declared out under these circumstances i.s the third out. 
the correct baiter in the nexl inning shall be the player who would have come to b.'. h.id the 
player been put out by ordinary play 

(3) If ihe error is discovered after the first pitch to the next batter, the tum at bat of the incor- 
rect batter is legal, all mns scored and bases run are legal, iind the next batter in order shall 
be the one whose niUiie follows that o^ the in«'orrcci baiter No one is tidied out for failure 
to bill Players who have not batted and who ha\ e not been called out h<ive 'ost their tum at 
bat until iwIhxI again in the regular order 
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(4) No » ^serupiier shall be removed from the base he is occupying (Except ihc bailer- 
br jnnc who has been taken off the base by the umpire as m (2) above to bat m his 
proper place) He merely misses his turn al bat with no penally. The bailer followmg 
him in ihe baiting order becomes ihe legal bailer. 

PLAY— With Rl on first, B7 is next on the batting list, but B8 erroneously takes his 
place The error IS discovered b\ opposing te personnel and reported to the 
umpire or official • -orekeeper (a) afier B8 hit^ ;cei\ed two strikes, (b) after 
88 has received a base on halls, (c) after B8 has hit afoul which is caught or 
has made a safe hu to advance Rl, (d)afterRl is forced out at 2B and B8 is cn 
first base, (e) after a pitch has been delivered to B9. RUUNG - In (a) B8 ts 
replaced bv B7 who assumes the no ball, two strike count, also any advance- 
ment by R I on first legal In (b) and (c}B7i^ out. B8 IS removed from base 
and bats again wth no balls or strikes. RI r.,ust return to first. In (d) B7is out, 
RI IS returned to first, B8 is removed fron first, d B8 bats a^am with no 
balls und strikes In (e) no correction :.,ade, and B7 and B8 do not bat again 
until their regular time 

d When ihe ihird oul in an inning is mide before ihe batter has completed his turn at bat, he 
shall be the first batter in the next innmg, and the ball and sinke count on him shall be 
cancelled. 

e The batting order foi Co-Ed softbaH shall alternate the .sexes. There are no exceptions to this 
rule 

PLA^ (I) — In a co-ed game. Team A uses slx male and four female players for the first 
/tree innings It is detected by the umpire in the fourth inntng. RUUNG. Tins 
is (I violation of Rule 4, Sec. 6e. and the game is forfeited 

PLAY (2) — In a co-ed game, Tewn B lists a male player, B8, following another male 
player, B7.in the lineup and the s.orebook. Prior to B8 batting his first tone, 
and immediately after B7bats the '^'■^r time, the umpire notices the error in the 
hatting order RUUNG. Since the u. ual infraction has not occurred, the um- 
pire should replace B8 with B9 (a female player) and continue the game, 

PLA Y (3) — Team starts the game with slx male and slx female players, all positioned cor- 
rectly on defense. After substitutions in the fifth inning, (a) the team plaved 
with SLX male and four females in the field. No one noticed from either team, 
ih) Two miles batted back to back and after one pitch to the second male bat- 
ter, the opposing team notified the umpire of this. RUUNG: In (a) there is no 
penalty Correct the situation by using the proper number of players and co 
tmue to play In (b) this is considered illegal re-entry and the player listed tn- 
'^n^rectly on the batting order and the manager are ejected from the gatne. 

Sec. 3. THE BATTER SHALL NOT HINDER THE CATCHER FROM FIELDING 
OR THROWING THE BALL BY STEPPING OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX, OR IN- 
TENTIONALLY HINDER THE CATCHER WHILE STANDING WITHIN THE BAT- 
TER'S BOX. 

EFFECT — Sec 3* The ball is dead, the batter is oul, and each baserunner must return to the 
last base that, in the judgement of the ump re, was touched at the time of the interference 
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PLAY- (FPONLY) With Rl going to third, B4 steps across home plate to hinder F2 ,sho is 
fielding the ball or throwing to third. RULING — The hatter is declared om. The 
ball becomes dead immediately, and Rl must return ,o the base occupied ai the 
time of the pitch. 

Sec, 4, MEMBERS OF THE JZAM AT BAT SHALL NOT INTERFERE WITH A 
PLAYER ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A FOUL FLY BALL, 

EFFECT — Sec 4 The ball is dead, the batter is out. and each baseninner must return to the base 
legally held at the time of the pitch. 

^, 5: THE BATTER SHALL NOT HIT A FAIR BALL WITH THE BAT A SECOND 
E IN FAIR TERRITORY. Exception If the batter is standing in the batter's box. a foul ball 
IS ."uicd even if the ball is hit a second time over fair territory 

NOTE' If the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls agains the bat in fair temlory. and m the 
umpire's judgement, there was no ip"»ntion to interfere with the course of the ball, 
the batter is not out. and the bail k ^ and m play 

EFFECT — Sec 5: The bell is dead, the batter baserunncrs may not advance. 

Sec. 6. A STRIKE IS CALLED BY THE I £: 
a (FP ONLY) For each legally pitched ball en. .mg thi stnkc zone before touching the ground 
and at which the batter does not swing. 

EFFECT — Sec 6a (FP ONLY) The ball is in play. -»nd the bascninners may advance with 
hability lob*»pulout. 

(SP ONLY) For each legally pitched ball entenng the snke zone before touching the ground 
and at which the batter does not swing It is not a stnkc if the pitched ball toucJ«es home plate 
and is not s wy ng at An\' pitched ball thai hits the grow id orpkue cannot K legally swwig at by 
the barter NOTE If the batter swings and misses the i^tch pnor to the ball hitting the ground 
or plate, it is a strike. 

EFFECT - Sec 6a (SP ONLY, The ball is dead (EXCEPTION 16" SP. The ball remains 
alive, and interference could be involved). 
PLA Y- (16" SP) Runner on IB breaks for 2B durmg the pitch to the plate on a hit and run 
situation. The pitcher has thrown the pitch short of the p'ate and it boimces off the 
gnrmd towards the catcher The batter, seeing his runner m trouble, s\\ings at the 
pitch hitting thi^ hall mto the outfield for a hit. The runner from IB scores and the 
batter stops at IB RULING The batter is out for interference, and the runner 
?tumsto IB 

b (FPONLY) For each legally pitched ball struck at and missed by the ba»*er. 

EFFECT — Sec 6b (FP ONLY) The ball is in play, and the baseninners may advance with 
liability to be put out 

(SP ONLY) For each pitched ball struck at and missed by the battel 
EFFECT - Sec. 6b- (SP ONLY) The ball is dead 
c. For each foul tip held by the catcher. 

FFFEC^ — Sec 6c (FP ONLY) The ball is in play, and oascRinners may advance with 
liability lO be put out The batter is out if it is the third strike 

EFFECT - Sec 6c (SP ONLY) The batter is out if it is the third stnke The ball is a ad on 
any strike. 

( 16-inch SP ONLY) For each foul tip 
d (FP ONLY) For each foul ball not legally caught on the fly when the batter has fewer than two 
stnkes 

(SP Oi ^Y) For each foul ball not legall}* caught, including the third strike 
e For each pitched ball struck at and missed which touches any part of the baiter 
PLAY - On third stnke. B3 swings at ami mts^ies a pitch Ball striken /«.v arm or person 
RUUNG - B3 IS out. ball becomes dead 
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f When any part of the batter's person is hit with his own batted ball when he is in the bat- 
ter's box and has fewer than two strikes. 

g. When a delivered bali by the pitcher hits the batter while the ball is in the strike zone 
EFFECT — Sec. 6d-g: The ball is dead, and baserunners must return to their bases 
without liability to be put out. 

See. 7. A BALL IS CALLED BY THE UMPIRE: 
a. For each legally pitched ball which does not enter the strike zone, touches the ground 
before reaching home plate, or touches home plate, and at which the batter does not 
swing (SPOf^LY) Any pitched ball that hits the ground or plate cannot be legally swung 
at by the batter. 

EFFECT - Sec. 7a: (FPONLY) The ball is in play, and baserunners are entitled to ad- 
/ance with liability to be put out. 

EFFECT — Sec. Ta* (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunneis may not advance. 
(EXCEPTION 16-inch S^: The ball remains live and interference could be involved.) 



The pitcher throws a high arcing pitch i*'hirh (a) touches ground before 
reaching the plate, or (b) touches the plate. The batter swings at both pitches 
after they have hit the ground. RULING: The batter has swung at a dead pitch 
in each situation. Ignore the strike. Had the batter hit safely the umpire should 
bring him back to the plate for he has swung at a dead pitch. In each situation, 
a ball is awarded the batter. 



b. (FP ONLY) For each illegally pitched ball. 

EFFECT - Sec. 7b: (FP ONLY) The ball is dead, and baserunners are .milled to ad- 
vance one base without liability to be put out. 
(SP ONLY) Foi each illegally pitched ball. 

EFFECT — Sec. 7b: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunners may not advance. 
EXCE^mON: If the batter swings at the illegal pitch, the illegal pitch is ignored, 
c (SP ONLY) When a delivered ball by the pitcher hits the batsman outside the strike zone. 

d. When the catcher fails to rettirn the ball directly to the pitcher as required m Rule 6, Sec. 
3e. 

e. When ihe pitcher fails to pitch the ball within 20 seconds. 

f. For each excess ive warm-up pitch. 

EFFECT — Sfc. 7c-f The **iU is dead. Baserunners may not advance. 

Sec, 8, A FAIR BALL IS A i.r.oALLY BATTED BALL WHICH: 

a Settles or is touched on fair territory between home and first base or between home and 



Batted ball first hits home plate and. without touching any foreign object , set- 
tles on fair ground between the pitcher's plate and home plate RUUNG — 
Fair Ball. 



b. Bounds past first or tliird base on or over fair temtory. 

c While on or ovei fair temtory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a 

player or an umpire, 
d. Touches first, second, or th rd base 



third b<, se. 



ERIC 



rS SOFTBALL GUIDE 




73 



RULE 7, SECTION 9 



e Firsi falls or is first touched on or over fa r territory beyond first, second, or third base. 
EFFECT — Sec. Sa-e* The ball is m p!dy. and baserunners arc entitled to advance any 
number of bases with liability to be put out The batter becomes a basemnner unless the 
infield fly rule applies. 

f While over fair territory, passes out of the playing field beyond the outfield fence 
NOTE If the ball hits the foul line pole above the fence level, it shall be a home run 

Sec. 9. A FOUL BALL IS A LEGALLY BATTED BALL WHICH: 
a Settles on foul territory between home and first base or between home and third base 
b. Bounds past first or third base on or over foul territory 

c While on or over foul territory, touches the person , attached equipment . or clothing of a 

player or umpire, or any object foreign to the natural ground, 
d First falls or is first touched over foul territory beyond first or third base 
e Touches the baiter or the bat in the baiter's hands while the ball and the batter are within 

the bailer's box. 

f Immediately rebounds up from the ground or home plate and hits the bat a second time 
while the batter is in the batter's box. 
EFFECT -Sec 9a-f 

(1) The ball is dead unless it is a legally caught foul fly If a foul fly is caught, tne batter 
is out. 

(2) (FP ONLY) A strike is called on the batter unless he already has two strikes. 

(SP ONLY) A strike is called on the batter for each foul ball not legally caught, in- 
cluding the third strike 

(3) Each fc ' ^"^nr r must return to his base without liability to be put out. unless a foul 
fly is cau^ In this case baserunners may advance with liability to be put out after 
the ball has been touched 



Sec. 10. A FOUL TIP IS A BATTED BALL WHICH GOES DIRECTLY FROM 
THE SAT, NOT HIGHER THAN THE BAITER'S HEAD, TO THE CATCHER'S 
HA' DS AND IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER. 



EFFECT - Sec 10 (FP ONLY) A strike is called, the ball remains in play. a"d baserunners 
may advance with liability to be put out 

EFFECT - Sec. 10: (SPONLY) A strike is called; the ball is dead 

Sec. II. THE BATTER IS OUT: 
a When the third strike is struck at. nu sed, and the ball touches any part of the batter 's per- 
son. 

b When a batter enters the batter's box with, or is discovered us.ng. an altered bat The bat- 
ter is also ejected from the game 
c When the batter enters the batter's box with, or is discovered using, an illegal bat 

PLAY-- REFER TO PLA YS FOLLO WING RULE I, SEC 1 AND 31. 

d When a batter's entire ffX)l is completely out of the box on the ground when he hits a ball 



NOTE 



It is not a foul tip unless caught, and any foul tip that is cau.ht is a strike In 
fast pitch, modified, and 16-inch slow pitch, the ball is in play. In slow pitch 
the ball is dead, 




ir or foul. 
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e. When any part of the batter's fool is touching home plate when he hits the ball 

f. When a fly ball is legally caught. 

g Immediately when he hits an infield fly, as declared by ihi umpire, with runners on first 
and second or on first, second, and third with less than twu oMts This is railed the IN- 
FIELD FLY RULE 

PLA Y (I) — Umpire declares an "mfield fly" but ball curves to foul area RULING — An- 
nouncement IS reversed It is not an infield fly but an ordinary foul , Batter is 
not out unless foul is caught If caught, each nmner must retouch his base 
before advancitig 

PLA Y (2) - REFER TO RULE I, SEC. 39. 

h If a fielder intentionally drops a fair fly ball, including a line drive (FPor SP) or a bunt 
(FP ONLY), which can be caught b> an inficldcr with ordinary effort with first, first and 
second, first and third, or first, second, and third bases occupied with fewer than two 
outs. 

NOTE A trapped ball shall not be considered as having been inteniionaiiy dropped. 

EFFECT — Sec 1 if The ball is dead, and each baseninner must return to the last base 
touch-^d at the time of the pitch 

PLA Y — With one out and Rl on firsts B3 hits a fl\ ball F4 guides the ball trto hts 
hands but intentionally drops it in an attempt to complete a double play. RUL- 
ING — Umpire should immediately declare B3 out Ball :s dead. Basenmners 
may not advance. 

i If the immediate preceding runner who is not yet out, intentionally interferes, in the umpire \s 
judgement, with a fielder who is attempting to catch a thrown hall or throw a ball in an attempt 
to complete the play The ruitncr shall also be called out ind interference called. 

j, (FP ONLY) When a called or swinging third strike is caught by the catcher. 

k (FP ONLY) When he has three stnke<i if there are fewer than two ouLs and first base is oc- 
cupied 

1 (FP ONLY) When he bunts foul after tJie second strike If the ball is caught in the air, ii re- 
mains alive and m play 

m (SP ONLY) After a third strike, including an uncaught foul ball that is hit after two strikes. 

EXCEPTION This nile docs not apply m Junior Olympic youth slow pitch play 
n. (SP ONLY) When he bunts or chops the ball. 

PLA Y ~ (SPONLYjRl on sec and B2 1 hops do \vn m a pttJied ball Fl throws cut Rt 
adstmang to third RULING — B2 is out for chopping down on the ball. Dead 
ball RI IS returned to second 
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Sec. 12. THK BATTER Ok BASERUNNKR iS NOT OUT IE A EIELDER MAK!NG 
A PLAY ON HIM USES AN ILLEGAL GLOVE, The manager of the offended team has 
the option of having the batter bat again and assuming the hall and strike count he had prior to 
the pitch he hit. or taking the result of th^* play 

PL4K— Bl hits afiv ball to F9 Umpire notucs that F9 caught the ball suth a first 
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baseman 's mitt. RULING — Remove the illegal piece of equipment from the 
game Manager of the offended team ts given the option of having the entire 
play nullified with the Ixitter batting over and assuming the ball and strike 
count before the pitch he hit. or accepting the play and disregarding the illegal 
catch. 

Sec. 13. ON-DECK BATTER. 

a The on-deck baner is the offensive player whose name follows the name of the batter m 
the batting order. 

b The on deck baner shal. take a positiou withm th hnes of the on-deck circle nearest his 
bench. 

c The on-deck batter ma) loosen up with no more than two official softball bats, an approv 
ed warm-up bat, or a combiiia;.o>i of the two — not to exceed two Nothing such as a 
donut. fan, etc., may be attached to a bat when loosening up 

d. The on-deck baiter may leave the on-deck circle: 

( 1 ) Wkien he becomes the batter . 

(2) To direct baserunners advancing from third to nome plate 

e When 'he on-deck batter interferes with the defensive player's opportunity to make a play 
on a lunner. the runner closest to home plate at the time of the interference shall be 
declared out. 

f The provision of Rule 7, Sec. 4, shall apply to the on-deck batter 



RULES. BASERUNNING 



Sec. 1. THE BASERUNNERS MUSI TOUCH BASES IN T.EGAL ORDER (I.E. 
FIRST, SECOND. THIRD, AND HOME PLATE). 

a. When a baserunner must return to base(s) while the ball is in pKty, \t must touch the 
basc(s) in reverse order. 

EFFECT — Sec la The ball is in play, and baserunners m'ist return with liability to be 
put out. 

b. When a oaserunner acquires the right to a base by touching it before being put out, he is 
entitled to hold the base until he has legally touched the next base in order, or is forced to 
vacate tt for a succeeding beserunner. 

c. When a baserunner dislodges a base from its proper position, ncitlicr he no" the suc- 
ceeding runner(s) in the same senes of plays ?re < mpelled to follow a base unreasonably 
out of position. 

EFFECT — Sec Jb-c The ball is in play, and baserunners may . dvance with liability to 
be put out. 

d A bascr\mncr shall not run bases ui reverse order either to confuse the fielders or to make 
a travesty of the game 

EFFECT — Sec. Id: The ball is dead* and the baserunner is out. 
e. Two baserunners may not occupy the same base simultaneously 

EFFECT — Sec. le The runner who first legally occupied the base shall be entitled to it. 

The other baserunner may be put out by being touched with the ball, 
f Pafurc of PRECEDING runner to touch a base or to legally tag up on a caught fly ball, 
Y .who IS declared out, dnes not affect the status of a SUCCEEDING baserunner who 
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touches bases in proper order, however, if the failure to touch a base in regular order or 
to legally tag up on a caught fly ball is the third out of the inning, NO SUCCEEDING 
runner may score a run. 

PUY~ RF SRT0RULE5,SEC 7 

g No runner may return to touch a missed base or one he had left illegally after a followme 
runner has scored. 

h When the ball becomes dead, no runner may return to touch a missed base or a base left 
too soon if he has advanced, touched, and remains a base beyond the missed base or the 
base left to soon. 

I No runner may return to touch a missed base or one he had left illegally once he enters his 

team dugout or bench ;irea, 
J When a walk is issued, all runners must touch all bases in legal order. 

PLAY- In the last of the seventh irui'mg ^nth the score tied, tnv outs, and bases fill I, B6 
receives a walk to force Rl to home plate Because B6 assumes that game is 
over, he fails to go to first and leaves the field RVUNG - B6isout. Rundoes 
not count 

k Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched prior to advancing to awarded 
bases 

' Awarded bases must also be touched in proper order. 

Sec. 2. THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER: 
a. As soon as he hits a fair ball. 

b (FP ONLY) Wh'^n the catcher fails to catch the third strike before the ball touches the 
ground when there are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, or anytime there 
are two outs. This is called the thiid strike rule 

PLiY- BI has mv strikes. Th^ next pitch touches the ground tn front of home nlate 
and bounces through the strike zone BI swmgs at the pitch, arj F2 secures 
the ball in his mitt afier the first bounce. BI advances to first base while F2 
holds the ball. RULING — This is the dropped third strike rule. The batter is 
not out, and if he beats the throw to first, he is also safe. 

EFFECT - Sec 2a-b- The ball is in play, and the batter becomes a baiier-basemnner 
with liability to be put out. 

c. When fo»ir balls have been called by the umpire. 

EFFECT - Sec. 2c* (FP ONLY) The ball i. in play unless it has been blocked. The 
batter-mnner is entaled to one base without liability to be pu» out 

NOTE- (FP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, all defensive 
players, except the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, must be positioned 
in fair territory. If the defense does not position itself in fair territory, the um- 
pire should call an illegal pitch when the pitch is thrown. Sec Rule 4, Sec 2 
NOTE and Rule 6, Sec. 7 EFFECT. 

EFFECT - Sec 2c: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Basemnners may not advance unless 
^ ♦orccd If the pitcher desires to walk a batle, intentionally, he may do so by notifying the 
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plat<» 'tmoirc who shall award ihe batter first base If two batters arc to be walked inten- 
tionally, thv second intentional walk cannot be administered until the first batter reaches 
first base NCTE: The . wards must be made in order, not two at one time 
EFFECT — Sev* 2c. (Co-Ed) The ball is dead On any walk to a male batter (intentional 
or not), the next i-attcr — a female — has her choice of walking or hitting up until the time 
she steps into the I atter's box 
d. When the catcher obstructs, or any other fielder interferes v-ith or prevents him from 
striking at a pitched ball 

EFFECT — Sec. 2d. The ball is dead The batter is awarded first base Basemnners may 
not advance unless forced. 

(1) The umpire shall give a delayed dead ball signal 

(2) The manager of the batting team has the option of taking the award Tor catcher 
obstruction as described above, or he may take the result of the play 

(3) If the batter hits the ball and readies first base safely, and ifall other runners have ad- 
vanced at least one base on the batted ball, catcher obstruction is cancelled All action 
as a result of the batted ball stands. No option is given 

PLA Y — RI on first base The catcher touches the hatter's hatpnor to or during the sw- 
ing Batted baH is grounded to F6 who fo-ces RI at second base B2 reaches 
first base safely RUUNG — Stnce RI did not advance at least one base, 
obstruction is called, and the play is cancelled RI n awarded second base, 
and B2 is awarded first base 

e When a fair ball strikes the person or clothing uf an umpire or a baserunner over fair 
ground. If the baserunner is hit with a fair ball while touching a base , he is not out 
EFFECT — Sec 2e If the ball hits an umpire or baserunner (a) after touching a fielder, 
the ball is in play, (b) after passing a fielder other than the pitcher, the ball is m play, or 
(c) before passing a fielder without being touched, the ball is dead In (c), it the baserun- 
ner IS hit by the ball, he is out, and the batter is entitled to first tase without liability to be 
put out. An>, baserunner not forced by the batter-runner mu.it return to the base he had 
reached prior to the interference When a fair ball touches a baserunner who is in con i 
with a base, the ball remains dead or alive depending on the position of the fielder clo^sl 
to the base. 

PLi Y — With RI on third and R2 on first, a ball batted by B3 strik es umpire u ho i v (a) 
on fair territory behind third basenuuu or (b) behind the pitcher but tn front of 
a baseman. RUUNG — In (a), ball remains ah vc since it has passed a fielder 
In (bK unless ball touches FI, it becomes deadandeach nmneris sent tc the 
base he occupied or to which he was being forced when the ball became dead 
(t.e RI remains on third, and R2 and B3 go to second and first). 

f (FP ONLY) When a pitched ball, not struck at or not called a strike , touches any part of 
the batter \s person or clothing while he is m the batter's box It docs not matter if the ball 
Mrike the ground before hitting him The batter '.s hands are not to be considered as part 
of the bat. 

EFFECT — Sec 2f. The ball is dead and the batter is entitled tc one base without liability 
to be put out unless he made no effort to avoid being hit In this case, the plate umpire 
^ -"lis either a ball or a strike 
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Sec. 3. BASERUNNERS ARE E^mTLED TO ADVANCE WITH LIABILITY TO 
BE PUT OUT: 

a. (FP ONLY) When the ball leaves the pitcher's hand on his delivery. 

b. When me ball is thrown into fair or foul territory and is not blocked 

c. When the bail is batted into fair territory and is not blocked. 

d. When a legally caught fly ball is f:rst touched. 

c If a fair bal I strikes the um pirc or a basemnner after having passed an infieldcr , other than 
the pitcher, or having been touched by an infieldcr. including the pitcher The ball shall 
be considered in play. 

EFFE^rr — Sec. 3a-c: The ball is alive and in play 



Sec. 4. A PLAYER FORFEITS HIS EXE.MPTION FROM LIABILITY TO BE PUT 



a If, while the baH is in play, he fails to touch the base to which he was entitled before at- 
tempting to make the i.ext base. If the runner put out is the baUcr-ninner at first base, 
or any other bascrunncr forced to advance because the batter became a bascrunner. this 
outis aforceout, 

b If, after overrunning first base, th" batter- runner aUcmpls to continue to second base, 
c If after dislodging a base, the baner- runner tries to continue to the next base 
d (16-inch SP ONLY) \ player may lead off from any base with a risk of being picked off 
by a throw from the pitcher or catcher If a throw from the pitcher or catcher results m ^n 
overthrown or blocked ball, no runners may advance Any runner advancing on a pi: i 
not hit IS liable to be put out if tagged before returning to his original base. 



Sec. 5. BASERUNNCHS ARE ENTITLED TO ADVANCE WITHOUT LIABILITY 
TO BE PUT OUT: 

a When forced to vacate a base because the batter was awarded a base on balls. 

EFFECT - Sec 5a (FP ONLY) The ball remains in play unless it is blocKed A.:v 
baserunncr affected is entitled to one base and may advance farther ai his own .isk if the 
hall IS in play. 

EFFECT - Sec. 5a- (SP ONLY) The oaW is dead 
h When a fielder obstructs the baserunner f om making a base, unless the fielder .s trying ic 
field a batted ball, has the ball ready to touch the baseiunner. or is about to receive a 
thrown ball. 

FFFECT - Sec 5b When any obstruction occurs (including a rundown), the umpire 
Mil signal a delayed dud ball The ball will remain alive 

(I) If the obstructed runner is put (xit prior to reaching the hisc lie would have reached had 
there not been obstruction, a dead ball is called, and ilie obstructed runner — and each 
other runner affected by ihe obstruction - will alway.s be awarded the base or bases he 
would have reached, in the -'mpirc's judgement, had there not been obstruction An 
obstructed runner may never be called out between the two bases where he was obstructed 
Thss bascrunncr would c«»»^c. he aJvarnxxi or returned to the last base touched. 



OUT: 



PUY- 



RJ leads off first base and adiances to second on the pitch Vic hall is thrown 
by F2 to F4 who tags RJ while HI is standing on second base. RULING — Ri 
is oi't He may lead off. hut he must return to his base before being ragged if 
the bal! tto* nit 
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(2) If the obstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had there 
not been obstruction, the obstructed runner will be called out. The ball rennins alive. 

(3) When a runner, while advancing or returning to a base, is obstructed by a fielder who 
neither has the ball nor is attempting to field a baucd or thrown ball, or a fielder who fakes 
a tag witho»rt the ball, the obstructed runner — and each other lunner affected by the 
obstruction — will always be awarded the base jr bases he would have reached, in the um- 
piiC's judgement, had there be^n no obstruction If the uiipire feels there is jusdftcation, a 
defensive player niaking a fake tag could be rei- '^ed from the game. 

NOTE: ObsU-uctcd basirunners are still required to touch all bases in proper order, or 
they could be called out on a pr> per appeal by the defensive team. 

(5) Catcher obstruction is covered under Rule 8, Sec. 2d. 

PlA Y (I) — With Rl on third and R2 on second, Rl is caught between third and home, /ts Rl is 
attempting to regam thrd, F5 obstructs him, RULING — A delayed dead ball is 
signaled by the umpire IfRlis tagged out, the bail is dead and Rl awarded third. 
If the ball is overthrown, Rl can advance to home. If awarded third, R2 is returned 
to second base. 

PLAY (2) — The ball is hit to F9 As Rl passes first base, he h obstruaed \ihtle no play is 
being made on him He is thrown out by a wide margin ct home plate. 
RULING — // in the judgment of the umpire, Rl advancea beyond the base he 
would have made had he not been obstructed, he is out, 

c (FP ONLY) When a wild pitch or passed ball lodges m or goes under, over, or through 
the backstop. 

EFFECT — Sec. 5c. The ball is dead. AM baserunners are awarded one base only. The 
batter is a\/arded first base only on \\\f\ fourth ball, 
d. 'A'hen forced to vacate a base because the batter was awarded a base 
v'l ) (FPONLY) For being hit by a pitched ball. 

(2) For bcin'', obstructed by the catcher when sUiking at a pitched ball. 

EFFECT — Sec 5d (0-^2): The ball is dead, and each bascrunner may not adva»:ce 
farther than the base to wh.ch he is entitled. 

(3) (FP ONLY) If, with a rurner on third base, trying to scoie by means of a squee^c 
play or a sie^l, the r^itchsr or any other fielder steps on or in front of home plate 
without possession of the ball, or touches the batter or his bat, the pitcher shall be 
charged with an illegal pitch, the batter shall be awarded first base on the obstruction, 
and the ball is dead. 

PLA Y — Rl is on third base A squeeze play is .n progress as the bitter attempts to bunt 
the pitched ball and is obstructed ly the catcher. RULING — Illegal pitch, and 
obstruction is declared Rl is awarded home plate and batter is awarded first 
base. 
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e. (FPONLV) When a pitcher makes an illegal pilch. 

EFFECT — Sec 5e' The ball is dead, and each baserunner may advance to the base to 
which they are entitled without liability to be put out. 

f When a fielder contacts or catches a fair baited or thrown ball with his cap, mask, glove, 
or any part of his uniform while it is detached from its proper place on his person. 
EFFECT — Sec. 5f: The b,^erunnt.s would be entitled to three bases from 'he time of 
the pitcS if a batted ball, or two bases from the time of the throw if a thrown ball and in 
either case, they may advance farther at their own risk. If the illegal catch or touch is 
made on a fair hit ball which, in the judgement of the umpire, woi'ld have cleared the out- 
field fence in flight, the runner shall be awarded a home run. 

Pl^ y— is on second and R2 is on first when B3 hits ground ball to F6. F6 fields the 

ball, steps on ^fcondfor a force on R2 advancing from first, and then throws 
wildly to F3. F3 tosses his mitt in*o the air striking the ball. The ball bounces 
into the dugout. RUUNG — R2 is vut. Both Ri and 83 are a^'arded two bases 
each from their positions when the /detached mitt of F3 touched the thrown 
bail. In ihii situatiov or any other situation where detached glove or mitt 
touches a ball prtor to the ball beconung dead because of its entry into a dead 
ball area, the rule which applies to detached player equipment prevails. If the 
detached glovp or mitt touches the ball after ihe ball has become dead by 
entering a dead ball area, the ruling governing detached player equiprnt^ 
has no bearing. 

g- When tht all is in play wid is overthrown (beyond the bouri'ary lines) or is blocked. 
EFFECT --Sec. 5g. All n'nners will be awarded two bases, and the award v/ill tx 
governed by the positions of the runners when the ball 'eft any fielder's hand. If two run- 
ners are between the same base, the award is based on the position of the lead runner. 
EXCEPTION- (I) When a fielder loses possession of die ball, such as on an attempted tag, 
and the ball enters the dead ball area or becomes blocked, each runner is awarded one base 
from the last base touched at the time the ball entered the dead ball area or became blocked. 
(2) If a runner touches the nrxt base and returns to his original base, the original base he left 
is considered the *'l«st base touched" for the purpose of an overthrow award. 

PI AY (1) — RI and R2 are on second and first bases respective 93 hits the ball to F6 
-vho muffs It, recovers it, and then throws late to F3 in an attempt to retire B3. 
Rl and R2 reach third and second bases respeaively, Rl attempts to advance 
to home, ^hereby drawing a throw from F3 which goes into the dugout. 
RUUNG ~ Rl and R2are ^wardedhome, andB3 is awardedthird. 

PLA Y (2) — Rl on firsi, B2 hits ground ball to F6. F6 flips the ball to F4 for force out on 
Rl Relay to F3 from F4fioes into the dugout area B2 has already passed first 
base before relay is mode. RUUNG — B2 is awarded third base. Award of 
bases is governed by the position of each runner and the last base he has 
touched at the time of the throw. 

PLA Y (J) — No runners on base. Bl hits ball to FIO who throws it to F3 to force out Bl. Bl 
is already past first base when ball is released by FIO. The ball bounces past 
rS una into th e stands. RUUNG -—Bl is awarded third base. 
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PL4 Y(4) — A thrown halt hits a hat or glove lyini* on the growid {other tfum the Ixit discarded 



by the hatter) RUUNG - (J) If the hat or glove belongs to the team or bai, it 
nded interference, ami the player being played on shall be dec lored out The hall ts 
dead, and all basenmners miist return to the last base touched f^r- - to the thrown 
hall hitting the hat or glow (2) If the Imt or glov. belongs to the teart\ tn the field, it 
becomes a bUx-ked hall, ami the overthrow nilc .pplies. (3) If no apparent plax is 
ob\7ous, each nmner will return to the last base touched at the time the fwll hits 
etpapment of the offetisi ve team 



h When a fair baned fly ball leaves ihe playing field in fair icrrilory wiihoui touching (he 
ground or going through the fence Ii shall entitle the batter to a home run , unless a passes 
out of the grounds at a distance less than the prescribed fence distances from home plate 
(as outlined in Rule 2. Sec I), in which case, the batter would be entitled to only two 
hoses The batter must touch the bases in regular order The point at which the stands or 
fe. 'C IS less than the distances listed (Rule 2. Sec. I) from home piale snail be clearly 
marked for the umpire's information. 
EXCEPVON. See the note after Rule 5, Sec, 10, 
PIA Y ~ A fair han^d ball touches (a) F9 \s glove arui goes over the fern e mfuir terntorw (h) 
F9 's glo\-e ojid goes over the fence mfoul territory, (c) the top of a fence railing and 
goes over, (d) the top of a fence railing, to fV 's glove, ami then goes over the fence 
\n fair territory RUUNG — A home nm in (a) and (c), and a tMx)-base hit in (h), 
(d) IS a homerun in fast pitch ando four base award in slow^ pitch, 

I When a fair ball bounds or rolls over, under, or through a fence, is unintentionally caused to go 
out of play when it bounds off a defensive player or an umpire, or bounds over, under or 
through any other obstruction marking the boundaries of the playing field 
EFFECT — Sec 5i The ball is dea . and ali baserunners arc awarded two bases from the time 
of tlie pilch. 

j f 1 ) When a live ball is unintentionally earned by a fielder from playable territor> into dead ball 
territory, the ball becomes dead Each baseainner is awarded one base from ilie last base 
touched at the time fielder enters dead ball temtory 

NOTE A fielder carrying a live ball into the dugout or team area to tag a player is con- 

sidered to have unintentionally earned it there. 

(2) If, in the j .cnt of the umpire, a fielder intentionally carries or thrxiws a live ball from 
playable It >)ry into d^d ball temtory, the Kill becomes dead, and each ba.seainner is 
awarded two bases from Jie last base touched at the time he entered dead hiW lerntory 

NOTE: A dead ball line is considered m play. 

Sec. 6. A BASERUNNER MUST RETURN TO HIS BASE: 
a. When a foul ball is illegally caught and so declared by the umpire 
b When an illegally baned ball is declared by the umpl^x^ 

c Whc-i a batter or bascmnner is called out for interference Each t>ther bascaiu/er shall return 
to the last base which was, in the judgement of the ^mpire. legally toucheil by him at the time 
of the interference. 

d (Ff> ONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing interferes wiiii the catcher's anempt to 
^ 'hmw. 
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PL4 Y — Wiih Rl attempting to steal, umpire mterferes with catcher 's throw RUUNG — 
Umpire signals delayed dead ball If Rl is not put out, umpire declares a dead 
ball and Rl must return to the bace he occupied before the interference 

e When any part of the batter 's person is touched by a pitched ball that is swung at and missed. 

f. (FPONLY) When a batter is hii by a pitched balK unless forced. 

g. When a foul ball is not caught. 
EFFECT -Sec. 6a-g: 

(1) The ball is dead. 

(2) Each baserunner must return to his base without liability to be put out, except when 
forced to go to the next base because the batter became a baserunner 

(3) No runs shall score unless all bases are occupied 

(4) Base, aiiners need not touch the intervening bases in returning to base, but must return 
promptly; however, they must be allowed sufficient time to return 

h (SPONLY) Base stealing is not allowed. 

EFFECT — Sec 6h Each baserunner rnay leave his base when a pitched ball is batted or 
reaches home plate, but must return to that base immediately after each pilch not hit by the 
batter (16-inch SP ONLY) Baserunncrs may lead off pnor to a pitched ball. 

1 When it uught fair fly ball, including a line drive (FP and SP) or bunt (FP ONLY) which 
can be caught by an infielder wttti oiuir.ar>' effort, is intentionally dropped with fewer than 
two outs and a runner on first base, ilrst dtid .^ond, first ano thud, or fir^», second, and 
ihifd bases. 

J ( lO-Undcr Junior Olympic Fast Pitch ONLY) Under no condition is a runner permitted to 
steal a base whci. a pitched ball is not batted Baserunners can leave base when the ball 
leaves the pitcher's hand, but the ball is dead if not hit and baserunncrs must go back to the 
base without liability to be put out. 

PLAY^ REFER TO RULE 7, SEC 1 If EFFECT 

Sec. 7. BATTER-RUNNER IS OUT: 
a (FP ONLY) When the catcher drops the third strike, and he is legally touched with the ball 

by a fielder before touching first base 
b (FP ONLY) When the catcher drops the third strike, and ihe ball i.s held on first base before 

the batter-runner reaches first base, 
c When, after a fair ball is hit, he is legally touched with the ball before he louchcs first base, 
d When, after a fair ball is hit, the ball is held by a fielder touching first base with any part of 

his person before the batter-runner touches first base. 

PLA Y ~ Vie first baseman has the hall m his n^^ht hand while l\ing on the ground. He 
touches first base with hi^ left hand prmr to the Imter-runner reaching first 
base RUUNG — Vie batter-runner i s out, 

e When, after a fly ball is hit, the ball is cau^ ht by a fielder before it u^uches tlie grou..d or any 

object or person other than a defensive player 
f When, after a fair ball is hit, base on balls is issued, or th<' batter legally advances to first 

base on a dropped third stnke (FP ONLY), he fails to advance f.. / l-asc and enters tiis 

team area. 

EXCEPTION In slow pitch, the ball is dciid, and runners cannot advance 
Q '^FFECT — Sec. 7a-f: The ball is in play '\c batter-runner is out 

5 SOFTBALL GUIDE ^ 83 



RULE 8, SECTION 8 



PLAY (1) — Batter hits ground ball to pitcher Pitcher he Mes m throwing ball to first 
base. Batter, assuming he is an "easy out. " enters his team area (bench, 
dugout, etc ). Pitcher finally throws to first base, but ball is not caught by first 
baseman and rolls into the dugou: Batter then leaves his team area and runs 
to first base. RULING — Batter is out. 

PLA Y (2) - REFER TO RULE 8. SEC Ij. 

g. When he runs oulsidc the 3-foot (0 9! m) line ai;-". in the judgement of the umpire, m- 
t fferes with the fielder taking the throw at first base However, he may ru i outside the 
' -foot (0.9 1 m) line to a^oid a fielder attempting to field abatteu ball. 

h When he interferes with a fielder attempting to field a batted ball, intentionally intc. "eres 
with a thrown ball, or (FP ONLY) interferes with a dropped third strike If this in- 
rerference. in the judgement of the ^ .ipire. is an obvious attempt to prevent a double 
play, the baserunner closest to home p'ate shall also be called out 

I When he interferes with a play at home plate in an attempt to prevent an obvious out at 
home plate. The runner is a' so out. 

PLA y — No outs RI on third base Batter hits a ground ball :o the first baseman a u 
then interferes with first baseman's throw to home plate for a play on RI 
RULING — Batter and RI are both declared out. 

J When he moves back toward home plate to avoid or delay a tag by a fieldrr 
k When he enter the batter's box with, or is discovered using, an altered or illegal bat 
EFFECT — Sec. 7g-k. Tti*' ball is i^ead. and the batter -rjnner is out. Each other 
baserunner must return to the ia^. bas .;'ally touched at the time of or before the illegal 
action. 

NOTE- In the case of an altered bat, the player is also ejected from the game 

Sec. 8. THEBASERt'NNERISOUT: 
a When running to any base in re«nilar or reverse order, and he runs more than 3 feet (0 91 

m) from a dircrt line between tnat '"'ase and the next one to avoid :ng touched by the ball 

in the hand(s) f a fielder, 
b When the ball is in play and ivhile he is not in contact with a base, he is legally to iched 

wun the ball in the hand(s) of a fielder 

c. When, on a forccout. a fielc'er tags him with the ball or holus the ball on the base to which 
he is forced to advance before he reaches the base 

d. When he fails to return to touch the base he previously occupied when play is resumed 
after suspension of phy. 

e. When he physically passes a prccceding baserunner before that runner a been put out 
EFFECT — Sec. 8a*e: The ball is in play, and the baserunner is out. 

PLAY — '^ith RI on first, B2 hits a double A throw to third drives RI back to second. 

B2 has rounded second and discovers he has passed Rf He runs hack and 
finally reaches f ' vithout being tagged out. RULING — B2 is out as soon as 
he passes RI. 

f When he leaves his base to advance to anothc * base before a caught fly ball ha*, touchct' a 
Q elder, provided the ball is returned to a fielder and prop^'Hy appealed 

JC 

Nr.TIONAL ASSOCIATION r OR QtRl.S t WOMEN IN SPORT 

83 



RULE 8, SECTION 8 

PLAY- No rt/^ri. RI on th rd txLj. B2 hits fly halt to F7 F7 misjudges flight of ball, and 
J hits him on the shcnlder, deflects into the air to F8, and is legal/x caught by F8 
before it hits the groiim' Rl tags up at third oase as s^wn as ball hits F7 on .he 
sfioidder but before Ff holds ball securely in glove, RUUNG - Legal advance. 
Run counts, RI may leave base as soon as ball is touched, 

g \;hen he fails to touch the intervening base or bases in regular or reverse order and the 
ball is ictumed to a fielder and properly appealed, 

PlAY (I) — With RI on first, B2 hits safely to right field. An ovenhrow at first, (a) goes in a 
the stand, (b) strikes the enclosing \"all and rebounds io the catcher In going to 
third base, RI misses second base, {e h passed second or was approaching 
second \vhen the ball lefi the h -dof^ Vie baU is then thrown to second for rni 
^ypeal RUUNG - In (a), if R I has n Jied second base by the tir the throw 
leaves the hand ofF9, he is awarded home plate. If the appeal is operlv made, 
it should be allowed, aiui the run scored by RI is cancelled. IfRI Ims not t each- 
ed second by the time the throw leaver the hand ofF9, he is awarded third base. 
A proper appeal should be attowed and enforced In (b) RI is out on the appeal 
since ihe ball is not blocked, atid no bases are awarded. 

PLAY (2)- REFERT0RVLEI,SEC.2, 

h When the baner-njnr.er legally overruns first base, anempts to run to second base, and is 
legally touched whil s off base. 

PLA i ~ BI reac ,.t > first safely, but in Us ovtmm he breaks for secomi then ' 'gives up * ' 
while far away from the baseline RUUNG - If BI is attenifmng to reach a 
base, he must be tagged, ut the fielder is not expected . -> chase him into the out- 
field. In the outlined ca^t he is out for being out of the baseline 

I When njnning or sliding for home plate, he fails to touch it. makes no attempt to return to it. 
and a fielder holds the ball in his hand while touching s«iid plate and appeals to the umpire 
rorthe decision. 
EFFECT -Sec 8fi: 

(1) TVv arc appeal plays, and the defensive team loses the pnvilege of putting *he 
baserunilpr om it ihc dpy^l \s not made belore tlie next legal or illegal pitch. 

(2) If properl) appealed during a live ball, the baserunner is out Item (4) bek w covers dead 
ball appeals 

NOTE- On appeal plays t» ppeal must be made before the next legal or illegal pitch, or 
before the defensive team ha^ left the field. The defensive team has "left the 
field" when the pitcher and all infielders have clearl) vacated their nornwl 
fielding OGjitions and have left fair terntory on their way to the bench or dugout 
aru. 

(3) ( 16-INCH SP and FP ONLY) Each baserunner may leave his base on a live 'jall appeal 
play when the ball leaves the 8 foot (2.44 m) radius around the pitcher's p'ate, or when 
the ball is no longer in the pitchers possession, or when the pitcher makei a throwing 
motion indicating a play or fake cw 
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(4) Once the bar has been relurned to ihe in^ieM and l.mt has been tailed, any inficlder 
{including cne pUcher or catcher), with or without possession of the ball, may make a 
verbal appeal on a runner missing a base or leaving a base too soon The administer- 
ing umpire should acknowledge the appeal and then make a decision on the pla> No 
baserunner can leave his base during this period as the ball reniiiins dead until the 
next pitch, 

NOTE (a) If the phcher has possession of the ball and is in contac* with the pitching 

plate when making a verbal appeal, no illegal pitch is called (b) if the umpire 
has indicated "play ball" and the pitcher now requests an appeal, the umpire 
would again call time and allow the appeal pr^xress 

PLA Y (I) — Runner R2 leaves 5c c omi base too soon on a fly ball caught b\ Flu Vie ball is 
thrown directlx into the mfleUi with an appeal made b\ F< at second base 
RULING Tne ball has remained alive, and when the proper appeal iv made. 
R2r> called out. 

PLAY (2) — Runner Rl on u\ond base andR2 on first base Batter B3 hits a fl\ ball to F7 
Both runners advame, however, Rl leaves ton won Time is called Vie pit- 
cher has the ball, and afier the laupire rei ogntzes the appeal, (a) he an- 
nounces to the umpire tlu t he wants lo appeal Rl leaving too soon, (b) he i ar- 
ms the Imll over and touches Rl standing on third base, (cj he throws the !/all 
to r4 who ti UK'hes second base, or (d) he fakes a thtow toward third base, and 
the runner steps off the base RULING In all cases the ball is dead, and no 
hasenih .cr can leave their base, (a) is the proper appeal, however (h) and (cf 
are aiccptah'e With the hall den<i in (d). there 'v no pe milts- for the runner 
sti,)ping off thj e 

J When he interferes with a fielder attempting to field a batted ball or intentionally in 
terferes with thrown ball If this interference, in the judgement of the umpire, is an ob- 
vious attempt to prevent a double play f nd occurs bef re the baserunner is put out. the im- 
mediate succeeding runnc'^hall also be called out 

PLA Y — With Rl on first. Bl hits the hall on the ground between first and sa ond Rl is 
struck bv the batted ball before it passes a fielder, or he hinders F4 m his 
throw to first RULING — Rl is out. and the ball become^ dead when the in- 
terference ocmrs. If !*>e i*'terfp^ence . learh prevented R2 from being put out 
atfr't, he also ts out. 

k. When he is struck with a fnr batted ball in fair Jerritory while off base and before it 
passes an infielder. excluding iho pitcher. 

NOTE Set 8j-k When baserunners are called out for interference, the batter runner 

IS awarded first base and credited with a base hit 

PLAY — Rl IS. (a) between ..econd and third or (h) toiuhmg second He is strmk bv 
hull battea h\ B3 before it passes a fielder RULING - Ball becomes dead \n 
(a) and (b), Rl ts a m (a) He ts not out in (b) Vie battens entitled to first 
base in both cases 
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! When he intenuonally kicks a ball which an infieldcr has missed. 

m When anyone, other ihaii another baserunner. physically assists a baserunner wYi\c the ball is 
in play On a bancd fly ball if the runner is assisted pnor to the baned ball . ^ caught or not 
caught, regardless of whether the ball is fatror foul, a delayed dead ball call wiTl be made He 
IS out. and if ihc ball is caught, the baner will also be declared out. The t>all becomes dead 
when It !s caught or falls to the ground (NOTE The ball is dead if not caught. If a fair t-all. 
award the baner one base, and if a foul ball, the baner will bat again.) 

n When th** coach near third base runs in the direcuon of home plate on or ncai the baseline while 
a fielder is anempting to make a play on a banod or thro.v-n ball and thereby draws a throw to 
home plate The baserunner nearest to third h^sc shall be declared out 

o When one or more members of the offers; > /e team stand or collect at or around a base to which 
a baserunnet advancing, thereby confusing the fielders and adding to the diffi uliy of making 
the play. 

NOTE Members of a team include bat boy or any other person authorized to sit on team's 

bench 

p When he runs the bases m reverse order to confuse the c^v Tensive team or to make a farce of the 

game. (See Rule 8. Sec.7j) 
q If a coach intentionally intencres with a thrown ^wM while in the coach's box. or interferes with 

the defensive team's oppominity to make ar out while >utside the coach's box. 
r When a runner, after being declared out or -ifier soorinj.. interferes with a defensive player's 

uppominity to make a play on another runner The runnei losr-,i to home plat<. at the time of 

the interference shall also be declared out. 

EFFECT — Scr Syr The ball is dead, and the baserunner is o'lt. Other bascrunners must 
return to the last base legally touched at Oie time of or before the illej al action 

PLAY — RI on third Ikise and R2 on first base Batte*^ hits a sharj) growider to second 
iHisemm wfio tof*^ R2 out In an attempt to throw to first hose to retire the batter, 
R^ interferes with the second baseinmi iWUNG — Ball hecotnes dead, and RI is 
{uso called out, Batter is awarded first hose 

s When a defensive player has the ball and the runner remains on his feci and deliberately. ^\\\\ 
great force, crashes into the defensive player 

EFFECT - Sec 8s llie runner is out. the ball is dead, and all other ba>orunners musi ivOim 
to the last base touched at the time of the collision, unless Rule 8. .Sec. 8j or Rule 8. Sec 8r ap^ 
plies 

NOTE If the act is delemiined to W jagrant. the offender «^nall *k ejected. 

PLAY — 7?!^ catcher has received the Ixill atid is wxiitmg ti* tag the nmner attempting to 
score Vie numer dcUberaiely mns into the catcher viith great force, uvmig fum 
to drop the Ixill. RVUi '0 - Vie nmner is out. He is also ejeaed if tu aa is 
flagnmt 

t (FP ONLY) When he fails to keep contact with the btise to which Iw is enutled umil llie ball 
leaves »he pitcher's hand When a baserunner is legitimately off his base after a pitCL or the 
result 01 a batter completing his turn at bat. ard while the pitcher has the ball within an 8 foot 
(2 44 m) radius of the pitcher's piaic he must immediately attempt to advance to ihe next ba.% 

Q nntiiedialely return to his hise, 
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(1 ) Failure to immediately proceed to 'he next base or return to his base once the pitcher 
has the ball within the 8 foot (2 44 n ) radius of the pitcher's plate, will result m tiie 
baserunner being declared out. 

(2) Once the runner returns to a base for any reason, he will be declared out if he leaves 
said base unless a play is made on him or another runner (a fake throw is considered a 
play), the pitcher no longer has possession of the ball in the 8 foot (2 44 m) radius, or 
the pitcher releases the baii by a pitch to the batter. 

A base on balls or dropped third strike on which a runner is entitled to run is 
treated the same as a batted ball The batter- runner may continue past first 
base and is entitled lo run toward second base as long as he does not stop at 
first base If he stops after he rounds first base, he then must comply with Sec. 
8t(I). 

With RI on second, B2 takes a called third strike for the first out of the inning; 
meanwhile. RI leads off second base after delivery to the plate Catcher 
returns ball to the pitcher who has it in the 8 foot (2 44 m) radius of the 
pitcher*s plate The runner at this moment makes no attempt to movt either 
way. RULING — The runner must immediately return to second o 'mmediate- 
ly advance to the next base Fatfur" to immediately proceed to the .text base or 
return to his base once the pitcher nos the ball within the 8 foot (2.44 m) radius 
of the pitcher 's plate will result in the baserunner being decla'-ed out. 

u (SP ONLY) Wrt^n he fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entitled until a 
pitched ball has reached home plate or before the pitched bal oatlcd. EXCEPTION 
(I6-iNCH SP ONLY) Any runner may lea^e his base as soon as the ball is declared in 
play. 

EFFECT - Sec. 8t-u The ball is dead, "NO PITCH" is declared, and the baserunner is 
out. 

V When he abandons a base and enters his team area or leaves the field of play T^ie 
baserunner shall be declared out immediately when he enters his team area or leaves the 
field of play. 

w When he positions himself behind and not in contact with the base to get a running start on 
any fly bail. The ball remains live. 

Sec. 9. BASERUNN.:RISN0T0UT: 
a When he runs behind or in front of the fielder and outside the baseline in order to avoid 

interfering with a fielder attempting to field the ball in the base path, 
b. When he does not run ui a direct line to the base, provided the fielder in *he direct line 

does not have the ball in his possession, 
c Wher. more than one fielder attempts to field a batted ball and the baserunner comes into 

contact with the one who, in the judgement of tne impirc, was not entitled to field the 

ball. 

d When he i<i hit with a fair batted ball that has passed an infielder, excluding the pitcher, 
and, in the judgement of the umpire, no o^her infielder HAD A CHANCE TO MAKE AN 
OUT. 

With RI on second, B2 hits ocU behind F6 who is playing in Batted call 
touches RI and is deflected to foul ground RULING — If the touching of HI 's 
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accidental, it is ignored because hatted ball has passed a fielder. IfRl inten- 
tionally deflected hatted ball umpire will rule interference with ball becoming 
dead and /?." being declared out. 

PLAY (2) — A batted ball strikes third base and then caroms to foul territory wnere it 
strikes Rl who is leading off third. RULING - RI is not out, and ball ts m 
play since it was actually going away from the fielder 

e. When he ts touched with a ball not securely held by a fielder 

f When the defensive team does not request &t ump»re's decision on an appeal play until 

after the next legal or illegal pitch 
g ,ien a batter-runner overruns first base after touching it and returns directly to the 

base 

h When he is not given sufficient time to return to a base He will not be called out for being 

oxt base before the pitcher releases the ball. **No pitch" will be called by the umpire 

(Rule 6. Sec. 10d(FP)and Sec 9c(SPand 16-INCH SP). 
i When he has legally started to advance He cannot be stopped by the pitcher receiving the 

ball while on the pitching plate, not by the pitcher stepping on the plate with the ball in his 

possession. 

j Whe 1 he holds his base until a fly ball touches a fielder, then attempts to aovance. 
k When hit by a baited ball when touching his base, unless he intentionally interferes with 
the bal or a fielder making a play 

PLa 'i xD - With RI on second, R2 on first, and no outs, B3 hits a ground ball or infield 
fly. Ball strikes RI who is (a) near second, (b) standing on second. In both 
cases ball has not passed an infielder. RULING — In (a). RI is out on either 
type of hit. In (b) RI is not out on either type of hit, but ball becomes dead, and 
all runners, if forced, advanc^ one base without liability to be put out. In both 
(a) and (b), B3 is out on any infield fly. If it is a ground ball, batter-runner is 
awarded first base. 

PU Y (2) - REFER TO RULE 8, SEC 8k 

I. When he slides into a base and dislodges it from its proper position The base is con- 
sidered to have followed the runner. 

EFFECT — Sec 91 A baserunner reaching a base safely will not be out for being off that 
base He may return to that base without liability to be put out when the base has been 
replaced \ runner forfeits this exemption if he attempts to advance beyond the dislodged 
base before it is again in proper position. 

P^^y ^ RI slides into second base Afte/ he touches the basfi. he loses contact (a) 
oecause the base breaks loose frotr. rs fastening, (b) because his foot slides off 
the base F4 touches him wh'k his foot is off base. RULING — In (a) RI is not 
out. In (b) RI is oui. 

m When a fielder akes a play on a batter or baserunner while using an illegal glove. The 
manager of the offended team has two options: 

(I) Having the entire phy nulhfi-d. including the batter's turn at bat. with the batter 
O atting t er assuming the 'uail and strike count he had before !ie hit the ball and each 
' ""inner returning to the original base he held prior to the batted ball. 
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(2) Taking I he resuU of ihc play, 
n When he is hil by a fair batted ball after it touches or is touched by any fielder, including 
the pitcher 

PLA Y — With Rl on second, B2 hits to F6 who is playjis deep Batted ball ts touched 
by him and dropped so ihat it rebounds itdo RL RULING — Touching ofRI is 
ignored since the ball has been touched by a fielder 



RULE 9, DEAD BALL - BALL IN PLAY 



Sec. I . THE BALL IS DEAD AND NOT !N PLAY: 
a When a ba'I is pitched illegally 

PLAY — Rl is on first base B2 i hats the ball towards F6, and F4 obstrucf; Rl 

advananp, to second base. Rl LING — Ball becomes dead when B2 illegally 
batted it. Bits out, wiCRl must rentrn to first base. 
b When the batter ^ ^cps from one box to the other when the pitcher is ready to pilch, 
c When a ball is batted illegally 

EXCEPTION Sec Ic (FPONLV)lnhe pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the 
batter. th<* batter hits the ball and reaches first base safely, and ail baserunner.s advance at 
least one t ase. then the play stands. ^,nd the pitch is no longer illegal EXCEPTION. Sec. 
Ic (SP 01 'JLY) If the batter swings at an Illegal pitch, the play stands, and the pitch is no 
' longer illegal 

d. When "NO PITCH" IS declared, 

c When a pitched ball touches any part of the batter's person or clothing, whether the ball is 
struck at or not 

PLAY — al swings at a pitc hed ball and the ball hits his hand while holding the bat 
AVLING — Strike shall be called, and the hall is dead. Vie hnn^ "• "^t con- 
sidered pan of the hat. 

f. When a foul ball is not caught. 

g. When the offensive team causes the interference. 

(1) When a batter intentionally s:rikcs ♦^c ball a second t-me. .stnkes it with a thrown bat. 
or deflects Its course iiiany way v hile i vanning to first base. 

(2) When a thrown ball is intentionally toucledby a coach or on-deck batter 

(5) Wh p a fair ball strikes a baserunner (r.oi in contact with a base) or umpire before 
touching an infielder. including the pitcher or before passing an infielder. other than 
the pitcher. 

(4) When the hatter interferes with the catcher or other defensive player at borne plate. 

(5) When a member of the offensive team intentionally interferes with a li v • ball . 

(6) When a runner intentionally kicks a ball whicn a fielder has missed. 

h When the ball is outside the established playing limits of the playing irea. A ball is con- 
sidered "outside the playing field'* when it touches the ground, person on the ground, or 
object outside the playing area. 

Rl is on th.rd. B3 at bat with one oat. hits a fly hall which FS catches in the 
field of play F5 's momentum causes htm to y,o into a dead ball area .such as a 
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bench, dugout, stands, or the area beyond the chalk line orpre-game determined 
imaginary Ime RVUSO — Ml is dead as soon as F5 entem the dead ball area 
with the ball Rl is awarded one base, and B3 is out 



t If an accident to a runner prevents hjm from proceeding to a base which he j aw irdcd A 
.subsunilc runner shall be permincd for the injurxxl player " 



J (SP ONLY) When the batter bunts or chops the pitched ball 
PUY- REFERT0RVLE7,SEC 111. 

k (FP ONLY) When a wild pItc^ or pa.scd ball lodges in or goes under, over, or through the 
back<3op. 

1. When time is called by tj ^e umpire 

m When any part of the baiter s pe'-y>r ls hit with his own bancd ball when he is .ji the baner's 
box. 

n When a baserunner runs bases m reverse order either to confuse the fielders or to make a 

travesty of the game. 
0 When the b?ner :s hit by a pitched ball 

p When, m the judgement of the umpire, the coach near third base runs in the direction of home 
plate on or near the baseline while the fielder is attempting to make a play on a batted or throwu 
b ill. and thereby draws a throw to home plate 

q (FP ONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing interferes with the catcher's attempt to 
throw 

r When one • . vire members of the offensive team Siand or collect at or around a base to which 
a baserunner is ac'vai icing, thereby confusing the fieluers and adding to the difficulty of making 
a play. 

s (FP ONLY) When tih; *^''«^'^'^inncr fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entitled un- 
til a legally pitched ball has been released 

t (SP ONI Y) When a baserun.ner fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entitled until a 
legally pitched ball is batted has reached home plate 

u (SP ONLY) After each ball or stnke or a pitched ball hitting the ground or plate 
EXCEPTIOr" The ball remains alive m l6-inch slow pitch 

V When a blocked ball is declared. 

w When a batter enters the batter's box with, or ip discovered using an altered bat. 

X When a batter enters the batter's box with, or is discovered using an illegal bat. 

y V/hcn a caught fair fly ball. ipciLding a line dnve (FP and SP) or bunt (FP ONLY) which can 
be handled by an infielder with ordina y effort, is intentionally dropped with fewer than two 
ouLs and a runner on first base, first and second, first and third, or first, second, and third 
bases 

PUY - REFERTORVLE 7 SEC. Ilf 

z. When a fielder carries a live ball into a dead ball territory. 



PUY- 



Batter hm ball over the fence for a home run but falls doH-n as he attempts ud- 
xwice to first base He is injured and utuible to continiw to play FMUNG — 
Substitute nmner will be permitted for batter aiui will be allowed to circle the bases 
so tfiat fhe home run can be allowed. 
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EFFECT — Sec la-z The batter or baserunners may not advance on a dead ball unless 
awarded a base or bases by rule, 
aa When nmc has been callec' and an appeal is being made bv the defense dunnc the dead 
ball. 

REFER TO RULE 8, SEC 8i (4) AND PLAY 2 

Sec, 2, THEonLLISINPLAY; 
a At the start of ihc game and each half innmg when ihe pitcher has the ball while standing 

jn his pitching position and the plate umpire has called "PLAY BAI " 
b V/hen the mfield fly rule is enforced 

PLAY— With one out, Rl i.\ on second and R2 on first when tf4 has an mfield fly. 

Base runners are of the opinion two are on: and they start running as soon as 
the ball is hit F4 fails to catch the mfield fiw and both runners cross home 
plate RULING — B4 is out for hitting mfield fiv, but nms count since runners 
mas advance at their own risk. 
c . /hen a thrown ball goes past a fielder and remains m playable territory 
d ATien a fair ball strikes an umpire or baserunner on fair ground after passing or touching 
an infielder. 

e When a fair ball strikes an umpire on foul ground. 

f When any baseiiinner has reached the base to whtch he is entiiled if the fielder fields a 

batted or thrown ball with illegal equipment 
c. When a baserunner is called out for passing a preceding runner . 
h. When a fair ball is legally batted 

L When a baserunner must return in reverse ord';r while the ball is in play 

j. When a baserunner acquires the right to a base by touching it before being put out . 

k When a base is dislodged while baserunners are progressing around the bases 

1 When a baserunner runs more than 3 feet (0 91 m) from a direct line between that base 

and the ncAt one in reguhr or reverse order to avoid being touched by the ball in the 

hand(s)of a fieder. 
m. When a baserunner is tagged or forced out. 

n When the umpire calls the ^'i;»erunner out for failure to return and touch the base when 

play IS resumed aftera su.;pcnsionof play. 
0, When a live ball appeal play is legally being made 
p. When the batter hits the ball. 

q V/^cn a live ball str.kes a photographer, groundskeepcr. policeman, etc. , assigned to the 
game. 

PLAY-- Bl hits a line shot which hits first base, ricochets off the bag, and hits 
a photographer who is assigned to take pictures of ihe game. Pitcher backs up 
play and thro\JS out Bl advancing to second. RULING — Bl is out. Ball re- 
mains in play when it strikes a photographer who has been a'^.'/^Mru "> the 
game. 

r. When a fly ball has been IcgaPy caught. 

s. When a thrown ball strikes an offensive player 
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t If the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls against it in fair territory and, in the judgement 
of the umpire, there was no intention to interfere with the course of the ball The batter is 
not out, and the ball is ahvc and in play. 

u. When a thrown ball strikes an umpire. 

V When a play is being made on an obstructed runner, or if the batter-runner is obstructed 

before he touches first base, 
w. When a thro ivn ball strikes a c^-^ch. 

X (FP arid 16-INCH SP ONLY) vVhen a ball has been called on the batter. When four balls 

have been called, the batter may not be put out before he reaches first base 
y. (FPand 16-INCH SP ONLY) When a strike has been called on the baner. 
z. (FP nd 16-INCH SPONLY) When a foul tip has been legally caught. 



aa (SP ONLY) As long as there is a play as a result cf a hit by the baner. This includes a 

subsequent appeal play, 
ab. (SP 0.;LY) When a third strike foul ball is caught 

ac (FP ONLY) If the ball slips from a pitcher's hand during his windup or the backswing. 
ad. Whenever the ball is not dead, as provided in Sec 1 of this rule. 



Sec. 3. (SP ONLY) THE BALL IJSMAINS ALIVE UNTIL THE UMPIRE CALLS 
1 IME, WHICH SHOULD BE DONE WHEN THE BALL IS HELD BY A PLAYER IN 
THE INFIELD AREA AND, IN THE JUDGEMENT OF THE UMPIRE, ALL PLAY 
HAS CEASED. 



Sec, 1. POWER AND DUTIES, The umpr^^ are the representatives of the league or 
organization by which they have been assigned to a particular game, and, as such, are 
authorized and required to enforce each section ot these rules. They have the power to order 
a player, coach, captain, or manager to do or to omit any act which, in their judgement, is 
necessary to give force and effect to one or all of these rules, and to inflict penalties as herein 
prescribed The plate umpire shall have the authority to make decisions on any situations not 
specifically covered in the rules THE FOLLOWING IS THE GENERAL INFORMATION 
FOR UMPIRES; 

a The umpire w'Jl not be a member nf either team (i.e., player, coach, manager, officer, 
scorer, or sponsor), 

b The umpire should be sure of \hc date, time, and place of the game and should arrive at 
the playing field 20-30 minutes ahead of time, start the game on tim^*, and leave the field 
when th? game is over His jurisdiction begins when he enters the field to check the bats, 
and ends when he leaves the field following the third out of the last inning. 



PLAY- 



Does the ball become dead after afoul tip, and can there he a foul tip which is 
not caught? RULING — The ball does not become dead on afoul tip. and a 
runner may advance or be put out the same as after any strike. To be afoul tip, 
the ball must be caught by the catcher. 



RULE 10. UMPIRES 



NOTE 



Failure of umpires to adher'* to Rule 10 shall not be groum . for protest. These 
are guidelines for umpires 
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c The male arnl female umpire shall wear a powder blue short-slecvc shirt, dark, navy blue 
ilacio. anJ a tap iBegining in i990. Uic cap will have while ASA lencrs on me tront) All 
other paraphernalia (i c . soc! s. ball bag. jacket, and/or sweaier) must also be dark, ncvy 
blue and ihe shoes and bell must be black for both male and female umpires. A i-shirt is op- 
tional to wear under the powder blue shirt, however, jf one is worn, it must be white The 
plate umpire, in fast pitch MUST wear a black mask with a black throat protcaor Body 
protectors arc recommended for umpires in fast pitch and arc optional in slow pitch. 

d The umpires should introduce themselves to the captai is. managers, and scorers 

c The umpires should inspect the playing field boundaries and equipment, and clarify all 
ground rules to both teams and their coaches. 

f Each umpire will have the power to make decisions on violations committed an) time during 
playing time or during suspension of play 

g No umpire has the authority to set as.de or question decisions made b> another umpire 
within the limits of his respective duties as outlined in these rules 

h An umpire ma> consult his associate(s) at an> time, however, the ^^nal decision n 11 rest 
with the umpire whose exclusive authority it is to make the decision and who requ sts the 
opinion of the other umpire 

i In order to define "respective duties." the umpire judging balls and strikes jviII be 
designated as the PLATE UMPIRE, the umpire judging base decisions wil be designateJ as 
the BASE UMPIRE. 

J The plate umpire and base umpire will have equal authority to 

( 1 ) Call a runner out for leaving a base too s<x)n 

(2) Call TIME for suspension of play 

(3) Eject a player, coach, or manager from the game for violation of rules 

(4) Call all illegal pitches 

k The umpire will declare the batter or baserunner out. without waiting for an appeal for such 
decision, in all cases where such player is retired in act orx'^nce with these rules 

NOTE Unless appealed to. the umpire will not call a playt < ut for having '^iled to 

touch abase, leaving a base too s(x i on a fly ball, battirg out of order, or mak- 
ing an aitempt to go to second atter reaching first ba'^c, as provided in these 
rules 

1 Tlie umpire will not penalize a team for infraction of a n.ie when imposing the penalty 
would be to the advantage of the offending team 

Sec. 2. THE PLATE UMPIRE SHOULD: 
a Take a position behind the catcher He will have full charge of and be responsible fc the 

proper conduct of the game 
b Call all balls and strikes 

c By agreement and in c(X)peralion with the base umpire, call piays. fair or foul balls, and 
legally or illegally caught balls On plays wh*ch would necessitate the base umpire leaving 
the infield, th'' plate umpire will assume the duties notmally require^ of the base umpire 

d. Determine and declare whether 

(1) A batter bunts or chops a hall 

(2) A batted ball touches the person or clothing of the batter 

(3) A fly ball is an infield or an outfield fly 
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e. Render base decisions as indicated in the Umpiring Manual. 

f. Detcnnine when a game is fo rfcited 

g Assume all duties when assigned as a single umpire to a game 

Sec. 3. THE BASE UMPIRE SHOULD: 
a. Take such positions on the playing field as outlined in the Umpiring Manual 
o Assist the plate umpire in c * cry way to enforce the nUcs of the ganie 

Sec. 4. RESPONSIBH.I'TES OF A SINGLE UMPIRE. If only one umpire is assigned, his 
duties and jurisdiction will extend to all points He will take a position on any part of the field 
which, in his judgement, will best enable him to discharge his duties. 

Sec. 5. CHANGE OF UMPIRES. Umpires cannot b; changed dunng a game by the consent 
of the opposing teams unless an umpire is incapacitated by injury or illness. 

Sec. 6. UMPIRE'S JUDGEMENF, There will be no appeal on any decision of any umpire on 
the grounds that he was not correa in his conclusion as to whether a batted ball was fair or foul, a 
basemnner safe or out, a pitched ball a ball or strike, or on any play involving accuracy of judge- 
ment, and no decision rendered by any uirpire will be reversed except when he is convinced it is m 
violation of one of these niJes In case Uie manager, captain or cither team does seek reversal of a 
decision based solely on a point of rules, the umpire whose decision is m question will, if m doubt, 
confer with his associatc(s) before taking any action, but under no circumstances will any player or 
person, other than the manager, a^nmg manager, or captain of eitlier team, havr* any legal nght to 
protest any decision and seek its reversal on a claim that it is m conflict with these ailes. 
a Under no circumstances will any umpire seek to reverse a decision made by an associate, nor 

will any umpire cnucize or interfere with the duties of his associate(s) unless asked to do so. 
b The umpirc-in-chief may recufy any situation m which the avcrsal v "an umpire's decsion or a 
delayed call by the umpire places a batter-runner, a haserunner, or the defensive team m 
jeopardy . This corrccuon is not possible after one pilch has been thrown 



With Rl on first base and fewer than two outs, the nmner attettipts to steal secofid 
on the pitch (FP ONLY) Vie catcher throws to .secomi base as the plate lunptre 
calls hallfi>ur The ow is in time, aiid the base umpire calLs the numer out As 
tlip mmer (RI) leaves fi)r the dutout, the base mnpire reahzes B2 lias four balls aiid 
Rl IS entitled to secomi base. The defense tagA P. 1 when he leax-es the base. Hadthe 
umpire not called Rl out. he would luU ^ave left the base. RUUNG - Place Rl on 
second base and B2 on first base. 



Sec. 7. SIGNALS; 

a SAVE — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and arms extended straight out with the palms down. 
A verbal call of -safe" is made as the arms are snapped to this position from the uppwr chest. 

b SAFE SELL — The same as the safe call, but as the arms are extended straight out with the 
palms down, a step should be taken towards the play. 

c OUT — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended straight up as an extension of 
the shoulder As we come to ihc HAMMER position. iJy* elbow is bent at a 90° angle and the 
fist closed with the fingers facing the right ear The left arm should brought to the mid- 
section of the body A verba! cill of "out'' is made as the right anx\ is extended high into 
the air and vontinued as the arm drops mto the HAMMER position 
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d OUT SELL — Come to up-right position and take a step with left foot directiy at the 
play Your head should remain in position looking at the play as the upper torso turns 
perpendicular from the play Raise right arm with an open hand behind your head into a 
throwing position as you shufne your right foot behind the left. Plant right foot and 
transfer weight . bringing right arm over the top of your head with a closed fist . and make 
a vigorous OUT call Finish call by transferring your weight to ihe left foot while bring- 
ing the right foot forward and parallel to the left. 

c STRIKE - Body up-.ght. eyes on the bail, and right arm extended straight up as an ex- 
tension of the shoulder As we come to the HAMMER position, the elbow is bent at a 90** 
angle, .nd the fist is closed with the fingers facing the right ear. The left arm should be 
brought to the mid-secticn of the body A verbal call of "stHke" is made as the right arm 
is extended high into the air and continued as the arm drops into the HAMMER position. 

f FAIR BALL — Body uprigi . eyes on the ball, and point toward fair u ritory with the 
arm that is toward the mficld There is no verbal call on a fair ball, and if the umpire is 
wearing a mask, it should be in the left hand 

g FOUL BALL — On all foul balls except a caught foul fly ball, the bail is DEAD, and the 
DEAD BALL signal should be given preceedmg the foul ball signals. For the FOUL 
BALL signal, body should be upright, eyes on the ball and the arm extended straight out 
froir the shoulder toward foul ternttiy away from tne playing T.eld A verbal call of 
"FOUL BALL** should be declared as me arm motion is niade 

h TIME OUT/DEAD BALL — Body upright, and both arms extended high into the air 
with the palms of the hands open and facing away from the umpire's body. A verbal call 
of "time or "dead ball" is made at the same time the arms are going up 

i PLAY BALL — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and the umpire makes a mot-on toward 
the pitcher with the right hand A verbal call of "play" or "play ball" is made as the um- 
pire motions toward the pitcher. 

J HOLD UP PLAY (No Pitch) - Body upright, and raise either hand v..ih the palm facing 
the pitcher On a nght-handed batter use the nght hand, and on a left-hanJed batter use 
the left hand **N0 PITCH*' shall be declared tf the pitcher pitches vhile the umpire has a 
hand in said position. 

k DELAYED DEAD BALL — Body upright The left arm is extended straight out to the 
side of the body as an extension of the shoulder, and the left hand is in a fist. This pos'»ion 
is held long enough for the players to see tlial the umpire has observed the act that pre- 
empted this call. 

I INFIELD FLY — body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended high into trhe 
air - ith a closed fist Maks a verbal call of "infiel • fly "If the batted ball is near the foul 
linecall "infield fly* if fair.** 

m, TRAPPED BALL — Same as safe signal. The umpire makes a verbal call of "safe. ** 

n FOUL TIP — Body upright and eyes on the ball The fingers of both hands are touched 
together, then the umpire gives the strike signal with no verbal call This indicates that the 
bat tipped the ball and was ctiught by the catcher 

0 COUNT — Body upnght Have eye contact with the pitcher Both hands are extended 
high above the head, and the fingers are used to indicate the ball and strike count on the 
batter Use the fingrrs of the left hand for balls and the fingers of the nght hand for 
strikes. A verbal descnption of the count on the batter is given while the hands are 
overhead. Balls are always mentioned first and strikes second. 
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RULE 10, SECTION 8 

p DOUBLE - Body i^right Raise the ncht hand high above Oie head, indicating with two 
fingers the number of bases awarded A verbal call of ' 'two bases" is niade while the h.,nd re- 
mains ovei head, 

q HOME RUN - Body upnght Raise the right hand Ijigh above the head wuh a closeo fist 

Make a counter-clockwise ending motion with the raised hand A verbal call of 'Tour Rises' ' 

is made at the same time the hand is overhead 
r FOUR BASE AWARD - Body upright, raise the nght nand high above the head with four 

fingers shown A verbal call of "Four Rise Award" is made at the same tune the hand is 

overhead 

Sec. 8. SUSPENSION OF PL VY: 

a An umpire may suspend plav vhen, m his, idgemciit. conditions justify such action 

b I lay will be suspended whenever the plate umpire leaves his position to brush the plate or to 

pertorm other duties not directly connected with the callmc of plays 
c nie umpire will suspend play whenever a baner or pittheT > ^ps out of position for a legitimate 

d An umpire will not call time after pitcher has started his windup 
e An umpire will not call time while any play is in progress 

f In case of injury time will not be called until . - pUy, p^^.^ress have been completed or each 

Rinncr has been held at his base 
g Umpires w,l| not suspend play at the request of pla>ers, caiches, or managers unul ail action in 

progress by either teani has been completed 

PUY- B(ise, arefidl B4 hits a Um^j}^ to , enter f7orJ F8(vlluie in tnvii^ to mike rhe 
cutch, (vul Ml arc injured AH nmners cross homv plate OifUam requests time to 
prp'ent the last t^w nois from sconni^ RUUNG - B<ill M>s mn become deiul 
nfien o plover is injured during n hated or thrown bull Umfure will not t all time 
until nofunherpla >-ts possible All four runs count 

hrsSIa^^^^^ ^^"^ J"^"^"^"^ ^" "'"P'^<^- immediate pla> is appjirently completed. 

Sec. 9. VIOLATIONS AND PKNALTItXS: 
a Players, coaches, ma.iagers, or other tc^ni niembers will not loake dispai 'cinc or insultinc 

remarks to or about opposing players. offiu.ds. or spectators, or commit otiier acts tkit could 

be considered u n sports nwnl ike conduct 
b l^erc w,H be no m<)re than two coaches for e^ch team to give word', of as >istanc-e and direction 

to the members of their team while at bat One should be stationed near first base and the other 

nciir third base Each coach must renwm in his coiich's box 
c The penalty for violations by a player is prompt removal of tlie offender from the game .-^"d 

grounds I'or the first ofiense, tl)e coach or manager nia> be warrK-d. but for the second of- 

cnse. he is removed from the ganx.* Hie offender should go directly to the dressing room for 

the remainder of the game or leave the grounds Failure to do so will warrant a forfeiture of the 

ganie 



RULE 11. PROTESTS 



n^^,h^^2J^^. ^^"^'^ RKCKIVKD OR CONSIDERED IF THEV ARE 

^ '^iHTnP°AVHS°,?' •^■^"•-V'NG niE ACCURACY OE JUDGBIENT^ 
Y ' ' UMPIRE. Examples of protests which will not be tonsidered are 



RULE 11, SECTION 2 



a. Whether a batted ball was fair or foul 

b. Whether a basemnner was safe or out. 

c. Whether a pitched ball was a ball or a strike, 
d Whether a pitch was legal or illegal. 

e. Whether a baserunncrdid or did not touch a base 

f. Whether a baserunncr left his base too soon on a caught fly hall 
^' 'hciher a fly ball was or was not caught legally, 

h Whether it was or was not an infield fly 

i. V/hciher there was or was not interference or obstrurtion 

J, Whether die field is fit to condnue or resume play. 

k. Whcdier dieie is sufficient light to continue play 

I. Any other matter involving only the accuracy of ilie umpire's judgement 

Sec. 2. PROTECTS THAT SHALL BE RI.CEFVED AND CONSIDERED CONCERN 
MATTERS OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES: 

a. Misinterpretation of a playing rule 

b. FaiJure of an umpire to apply die corral rule to s given situation. 

c. Failure of an umpire to impose the correct penalty for a given violation 

Sec. 3. PROTESTS MAY INVOLVE BOTH A M AITER OF JUDGENffiNT AND THE 
INTERPRETATION OF A RULE. 
EXAMPLE: 

Widi one out and runners on second and diird. the batter flies out The runner on third tags up 
after die catch but die runner on second does not The runner on durd crosses die plate before die 
ball IS played at second base for die durd out The umpire does not allows the run to score The 
questions as to whedier die runners left dieir bases before die catch or whcdier die play at second 
base was made before die runner on durd cross die plate are solely matters of judgement and are 
not pro'cstable. It is a misinterpretation of a playing rule if Jie umpire fails to allow die run to score 
and IS a proper subject for protest. 

Sec. 4. THE NOTinCATION OF INTENT TO PROTEST MUST BE MADE IM- 
MEDIATELY BEP >: THE NEXT PITCH. (EXCEPnON Player eligibility) 

PLA Y (I) ~~ I .ructed by F4 while advancing to second di., ing a nimiown bet^ve en first 

atk Jond bases Umpire rules OBSTRUCTION and retimts RI to first base. 
Offensive team protests game (a) be fitre first pitch to B2. (b) after first pitch to 
B2. ic) after game is over RULING — {a} Protest is mlid. In ib) and (c) protest 
IS denied since it was not made before the next pitch. 

PLA Y (21 — Bases loaded, bottom of se\mth m mg. t^w oiits, and the score is visitors 4, home 
3 Home team {offensive) coach adls a second conference with a baiter m that lialf 
innmg. The plate umpire calh the batter out to end the game ^ th teams are off the 
playing field and preparing to leave when the lume tnanager , .vests to the umpire 
m the parking lot that the nding utw mcorrea RULING — Vie game is over, 
Wlien both teams ha\e left the playing field, no protest can be accepted 

a. The manager or acting manager of die protesting team shall imtiKxliately notify die plate um- 
pire diat \1 game is being played under protest The plate umpire shall in turn notify the op- 
Q )sing manager and official scorekecpcr. 

J-»7 
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RULE 11, SECTION 5 

b AM imercslcd parties shall take notice of the conditions surrounding the making of the 
decision, which will aid in the correct determination of the issue. 

NOTE- On appeal plays, the appeal must be made before the next piich^lc^aLay^ 
legal, or before the defensive team has left the field For the purpose of ;^ls 
rule, the defensive team has *1efl the field" when the pitcher and all infielders^ 
have left fair territory on the way to the bench or dugout area. 

c Once the game is completed and both teams have leH the field, no protest can be filed 
EXCEPTION: Player eligibility. ^ 

Sec. 5. THE OFFICIAL WRITTEN PROTEST MUST BE FILED WITHIN A 
REASONABLE IME: ^iinii^ a 

a In the absence 'f a league or tournamem rule fixing the time limit for filing a protest, a 
protest should be considered if filed within a reasonable time, depending upon the nature 
of the case and the difficulty of obtaming the information on which to base the protest 

b Within 48 hours after the scheduled time of the contest is generally considered a 
reasonable time. 

Sec. 6. THE FORMAL WRHTEN PROTEST SHOULD CONTAIN THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

a. The date, time, and place of the game 

b. The names of the umpires and scorers 

c The rule and section of the official rules or local rules under which the protest is made, 
d The decision and conditions surrounding the making of the decisi'^n 

c. All essential facts involved in the matter protested 

Sec. 7. THE DECISION MADE ON A PROTESTED GAME MUST RESULT IN 
ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

a. The protest is found invalid, and the game score stands as played, 
b When a protest is allowed for misinterpretation of a playing rule, the game is replayed 
from the point at which the incorrect decision was made with the decsion corrected 
When a protest for ineligibility is allowed, the offending team shall forfeit the game beinp 
played, or the game last played, to the offended team. ' 
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NOTE- Failure of official scorer to adhere to Rule 1 2 shall no; be grounds for protest 
These are guidelines for the official scorer. 

Sec. 1. THE OFFICIAL SCORER SHALL KEEP RECORDS OF EACH GAMK AS 
OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING RULES. He shall have sole authority to make all 
decisions involving judgement For example, it is the scorer's responsibility to determine 
whether a batter's advance to first base is the result of a hit or an error, however, a scorer 
shall not make a derision which conflicts with the official playing rules or with an umpire's 
decision 
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RULE 12, SECTION 2 



Sec. 2. THE BOX SCORE: 

a. Each player's name and the position or positions he has played shall be I.sted in the order 
in wh ich he batted or would have batted, unless he is removed or the game ends before his 
turn at bat. 

(1) (FP ONLY) The designated player (DP) is optional, but if one is used, it must be 
made known pnor to the start of the game and be listed on the scorcsheet in the 
regular batting order. Ten names will be listed, with the tenth name being the player 
playing defense only. This tenth player can only bat if he moves to the DP position in 
the batting order. 

EXCEFFION: See Rule 4, Sec. 3c. 

(2) (SP ONLY) The extra player (EP) is optional, but if one is used, it must be made 
known piior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular 
batting order. Eleven names for men's and women's slow pitch and twelve names for 
co-ed slow pitch will be on the official batting order, and all wili bat. 

b. Each player's batting and fielding record must be tabulated. 

( 1 ) The first column will show the number of times at bat by each player but a lime at bat 
will not be charged against the player when- 

(a) He hits a sacrifice fly that scores a runner. 

(b) He is awarded a base on balls. 

(c) (FP ONLY) He hits a sacrifice bunt. 

(d) (FP ONLY) He is hit by a pitched ball. 

(e) (FP ONLy) He hits a sacrifice slap hit NOTE A slap hit is defmcd as "a fake 
bunt, followed by a controlled swing, resulting in the runner advancing" as in the 
case of a sacrifice bunt. 

(2) The second column will show the number of runs made by each player. 

(3) The third column will show the number of base hits made by each player A base hit 
is a batted ball that permits the batter to reach base safely: 

(a) On a fair ball which settles on the ground, clears the fence, or strikes the fence 
before being touched by a fielder. 

(b) On a fair ball which is hit with such force or such slowness, or which takes an un- 
natural bounce, that it is impossible to Vu J with ordinary effort m time to retire 
the runner. 

(c) When a fair bail which has not been touched by a fielder becomes dead because of 
touching the person or clothing of a runner or umpire 

(d) When a fielder unsuccessfully attempts to retire a preceding runner, and in the 
scorer's judgement, the batter-runner would not have been retired at first base 
by perfect fielding. 

(4) The fourth column will show the number of opponents put out by each player 
(a) A putout IS credited to a fielder each time he: 

(1) Catches a fly ball or line drive. 

(2) Catches a thrown ball which retires a batter or baserunner. 

(3) Touches a baserunner with ball when tlie baserunner is off the base to which 
he IS entitled. 

(4) is nearest the ball when a runner iS declared out for being struck by a fair ball 
or for interference with a fielder, or when a runner is called out for being in 
violation of Rule 8, Sec. 8u and Sec 8e. 
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(b) A puiout is crcdiieJ lo ihe catcher- 

(1) W.ienaihirdsirikeiscalled 

(2) (SPONLY) When the bail r bums or chops the ball downward 

(3) When ihe bancr fails lo bai in correci order 

(4) When ihe baner inierferes wiih ihe caicher. 

(5) The fifth column shall show the number of assisis made by each player An assist 
shall be credited: 

(a) To each player who handles the ball m any series of plays which results in the 
puioui of Ihe baserunner Only one assist shall be given lo any player who 
handles ihe ball in any puioui A player who has aided in a rundown or other play 
of Ihe kind shall be credued wiih both an assist and a puiout. 

(b) To each player who handles or 'Jirows the ball in such a manner that a putoui 
would have resulted except for an errorof a teammate. 

(c) To each player who, by deflecting a batted ball, aids in a putout 

(d) To each player who has Jes ihe ball in a play which results m a baserunner being 
called oui for interference or for running out of ihe baseline. 

(6) The sixth column will show the number of errx)rs made by each player Errors are 



(a) For each player who commits a mispiay which prolongs the turn ai baiof iheoai- 
leror life of the present runner. 

(b) For the fleld-r who fails lo touch the base after receiving the ball to retire a run- 
ner on a forceoui, or when a baserunne- is compelled lo return to base. 

(c) For the caicher. if a baner is awarded first base because of catcher obstruction 

(d) For the fielder who fails lo complete a double play because of dropping ihe ball . 

(e) For Ihe fielder, if a baserunner advances a base because of his failure lo stop or 
iry 10 Slop a ball accuraiely thrown to a base, provided Ihere was occasion for the 
Ihrow When more than one player could receive ihe ihrow. the scorer must 
deiermine which player gets the error 

Sec. 3. A BASE HIT SHALL NOT BE SCORED: 
a When a runner is forced oui on a bailed ball, or would have been forced out excepi fo» a 
fielding error. 

b When a player fielding a batted ball retires a preceding runner wnh ordinary effort, 
c When a fielder fails in an attempt to reiire a preceding runner and. in ihe scorer's judge- 
ment, the baite^«runner could have been reiired at firsi base. 

Sec. 4. A RUN BATTED IN IS A RUN SCORED BECAUSE OF: 

a. Asafehii 

b. Asacrificebunt(FP)orsacrificcfly (FP and SP). (See Rule 1. Sec 55) 

c. A caught foul fly 

d. An infield putout or fielder's choice. 

e A baserunner forced home because of inierfercnce. a h-t baisman, or a base on balls 

f. A home run and all runs scored as a result 

Sec. 5. A PITCHER SHALL BECREDITED WITH A WIN: 

a When he is ihe starting piicher. and has pitched at leasi four innings and his team is not 
only in the lead when he is replaced, bui remains m ihe iead for^he remainder of the 
game 
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b. When a game is ended af^er five innings of play, and the starting pitcher has pitched at 
Uz-A three .nnings« and his team scores more runs than the other team when the game is 
terminated. 

Sec, 6, REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF INNINGS PITCHED, A PITCHER 
SHALL BE CHARGED WITH A LOSS IF HE IS REPLACED WHEN HIS TEAM IS 
BEHIND IN THE SCORE AND FAILS TO TIE THE SCORE OR GAIN THE LEAD 
THEREAFTER, 

Sec. 7. THE SUMMARY SHALL LIST THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN THIS 
ORDER: 

a. The score by innings and the final score. 

b. The runs batted in and by whom. 

c. Two base hits and by whom. 

d. Three base hits and by whom, 
c. Home nins and by whom. 

f. Sacrifice flies*and by whom . 

g. Double plays and players participating in them. 

h. Triple plays and players participating in them. 

i. Number of bases on balls given by each pitcher 
J. Number of batters struck out by each pitcher. 

k Number of hits and runs allowed by each pitcher. 

I. The name of the winning pitcher 

m. The name of the losing pitche/. 

n. The time of the game. 

0. The names of the umpires and scorers. 

p. (FPONLY)Stolenbasesar.dby whom. 

q. (FP ONLY) Sacrifice bants. 

r, (FP ONLY) The names of batters hit by a pitched ball and the names of the pitchers who 
hit them 

s. (FP ONLY) The nuiiiuer of wild pitches made by each pitcher, 
t . (FP ONLY) The number of passed ball., made by each catcher. 

Sec, 8, (FP ONLY) STOLEN BASES ARE CREDITED TO A BASERUNNER 
WHENEVER HE ADVANCES ONE BASE UNAIDED BY A HIT, PUTOUT, 
FORCEOUT, FIELDER'S CHOICE. PASSED BALL. WILD PITCH, AN ERROR. 
OR ILLEGAL PiTCH, 

Sic» 9, ALL RECORDS OF A FORFEITED GAME WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE 
OFFICIAL RECORDS EXCEPT THAT OF A PIT JHER'S WON-LOST RECORD. 
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS 



I. APPEAl^ 

TYPES: There arc four major appeal plays (I) Missing a base. (2) Leaving a base on a 

caught fly ball before the ball Is first touched. (3) Baning out of order. (4) Ancniptin^ 

to advance to second base after making the turn at first base. 
ALIVE: In all games an appeal can be made during a live ball by touching the base 

missed or left too soon on a caught fly ball, or by tagging the ninnflr comminmg the 

violation if he is still on the playing field. 
DEAD: The dead ball appeal can be made in all games once tinxj out has been granted. 

Any infielder. with or without the ball, can make a verbal appeal on a ninner missing a 

base or leaving a base too soon on a caught fly ball. The administering umpire should 

then make a decision on the play. 
MAY NOT RETURN: A runner may not retum to touch a missed base or one left too 

soon on a caught fly bail i^: 

1) he has eutercd his team area. 

2) J followmg ninner has scored, or 

3) he has touched a base beyond the one missed or left too soon on a caught fly 

ball, and the bail becomes dead 
WHEN: appeals must be made (1) before the next pitch, legal or illegal, or (2) before 
all inlielders. mcluding the pitcher, have left their normal positions (crossed the foul 
line). 

ADVANCE: Runners may advance during a live ball appeal play In FAST PITCH, 
if the ball is not dead, each runner may leave his base when (a) the pitcher no longer 
has possession of the ball withm 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, or (b) when the pitcher 
makes a play on any ninner (a fake throwing motion is considered a play). IF TIME 
OUT IS REQUFSTED FOR AN APPEAL. THE UMPIRE SHOULD GRANT IT IN 
EITHER FAST OR SLOW PITCH, and runners may not advance until the next pitch. 

MORE THAN ONE APPEAL: More than one appeal play may be made, but guess 
ing games should not be allowed. Example. Runner misses second by a step but just 
touches the comer of third base Even though an appeal is made at third (umpire called 
mnner safe), an appeal may be made at second on the same ninner. 

AWARDS: An appeal must be honored even if the base missed was before or after 
an award. 

PLATE & TAG MISSED: If a ninner misses home plate and the catcher misses the 
tag, the umpire should* Iiesiiate If no lag is made, the umpire should declare the run- 
ner safe If an appeal play is then made by tagging either the runner or home plate, the 
umpire should then make a decision on this appeal play 

FORCE OUT: If an appeal is honored at a base to which a runner was forced to ad- 
vance and the out is a force out, no nins would score if it was the third out If a formi 
runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards the base he had 
last occupied, the force play is remstated. and he can again be put out if the defense tugs 
the base t^ -hich he is forced NOTE. There cannot be a force out if the baner does not 
become a ^serunner. 

TAG yjPS: If a ninner leaves a base too soon on a fly ball and returns in an anemp< 
to rci^g. this is considered a *time play' and not a 'force out.' If the appeal is the third 
out, a 1 nins scored by ninners in advance of the appealed ninner. and scored ahead of 
the legal appeal, would count. 
MISSING FiHST BASE BEFORE THE THROW ARRIVES: If a ninner passes 
first base before \he throw amves. he is considered to have touched the base unless an 
appeal play is made. 
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FOURIH OUT APPEAL An appeal may be made after ihc third out. as bng as if is 
made pa)perly. i.c . one out with a runner on third an^l a runner on first Kisc Batter 
hits a flv blal that is caught. Each runner leaves h s base before the caught b»01 is touch- 
ed. The appeal made at first base for the thtiJ out. Ttvi defensive team then iiukcs 
another appeal at third before the inlicldcrs leave the intteld The runner on tlurd wtxild 
be declared out also, and the run would not tx)unt 
BATllNG OIT OK ORDER mav be appealed b\ the defensive tc^iin while tlie batter 
IS at the plate The offensive tcuii niav correct a wrong Ixiitcr at the plate vv'h nu 
pen.ilt> Once a batter has completed his turn at bat and before the next pikli. (he .ip- 
pcal '.i;iy y made by the dcfcnsu c team only 

BATTING OUT OFTHE BATTER\S BOX 

In order lor the batter to be called »)ut for "batting out of the box." one or both feet must be 
on the ground compleieU outside the lines of the box when contact is made witJi the KilL 
The lines of the kilter's box arc consklercd inside the \\n The batter is to be called out if any 
p^irt of his foot IS touching home plate when he hus the Kill, even though he mav be touching 
the lines of the batter's box 

Hitting the Kill vvhilc out of the Kittcr's box is not »in appc.il plav It must be called im- 
mediately Tlie Kittcr is out whether the biill is hit fair or foul In c.iscs where there arc no 
batter's box lines evident, goixi judgement must be used, ami the benefit of anv &>\ib\ must 
go to the batter 

CATCHER'S BOX 

Tlie catcher's box ;is dcscnbcd in Rule 2. Sec 4d is leet in length fnm tl)c rear outside 
comers ol the Kitters' boxes and sh.».l be 8 feet 5 in> hcs in width from the outside edges of 
the batters' bo .es. including home pl.iie (S? ONL\ ) The catcher cannot h«ive any |>art of his 
body or cquipnKr touching the ground outside the Ur of the catcher's box until the ball is 
Ixittcd. touches tlic ground behind linmc plate, or reaches the catcher's box Touching the 
ground by the citclKr outside the catcher's box lines is a violation of Rule 6. Set 3d and is 
an illegiil pitch. Fhc intent of this riilc is to prevent cite her obvtriiction and injury .c catchers 
Even if llie catcher is lcg.illv within the catcher's bt^x. lie n\av not obstnict the batter 
Obstriiction does not require contact between the cite her and the bat or batter The umpire 
req.i^st for the catcher to move fanhcr away from the batter tv) .ivoid injury or obstruction 
should always be obeyed, (Sec- catcher obstriiciion under POE ) 

CONreRENCFi; 
A Defensive 

A charged defensive conference t.ikes place when the defense requests a suspension of 
play lor any rctison. and <i reprexMitative enters the playing Held and confers with the 
pitcher The intent of tlie riile is to reduce delays in the gan^ It Is also a conference if 
the team representative confers with another plavcr who. in'm to a pitch beinj; 
Ihrovwu "onfers with the pitcher. Tlic umpire should advise tiK- team representative 
when ho declares a charged conference The {penalty tor a sccoml charged conference 
with the same pitcher m one inning is rcnx>va! of the pitcher from the pitching position 
for the duration of that ganxi. 
The following are no* Defensive Conferences* 

1) If the teiim representative informs ciilicr umpire prior to crossing the toul line tliat 
he IS renx)vuig the pitclicr. and he docs so. 

2) Shouting of mst ructions from the dugout area to the pitcher 
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3) If a dugout rcprcscnianvc confers with a pitcher during a charged offensive 
conference and is ready to olay ball when ihe offense is 

4) A manager playing in the game may confer with the pitthei and is not 
charged, however, an umpire can control repeated meetings between a play- 
mg manager and a pitcher b> first issuing a warning, and then ejecting that 
manager 

B OFreNSlVK 

An offensive charged conference occurs when the offensive team requests a 
suspension of play and is granted tinu b> the umrtre lO allow a team represen- 
tative (usually the manager or coach) to confer with a fitter or bascrunn.r, One 
conference is allowed between the team representative and either one batter 
and 'or all bascrunners per inmng Penally: The umpire should refuse to allow the 
second conference If the offensive team insists on holding a second conference in 
an inning after being informed b> the umpire that it is not permitted, the umpire 
should eject the team ieprescntativc from the game and fron* the playing field It is 
not a charged offensive conference if I ) a team repre.scntatne ,onfers with a bat- 
ter or baseainner during a defensive charged conference and is ready to play when 
thedcfen'ieis, and 2) ifpiicher ispui ^g on a warm-up jacket 

6 DKI.AYKDDKAD BALI. SITUATIONS 

There are now five situations when umpires will enforce a delayed dead ball call 

1) AnilleJ!alpitchfRule6, Sec 1-8) 

2) Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8. Sec 2d) 

3) Plate umpire obstruction (Rule 8. Sec 6d) 

4) Obstnjctjon(Rule8.Sec 5b) 

5) Runner at 3B or IB assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8. Sec 8n) 
Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the propci enforcement should be 
made In (5) i double play could be called one out on the coach assisting the runner, 
rnd the second out on the caught bali 

7 DEMBKRATKLY CRASHING INTO A FIELDKR WITH THK BALK 

(Interference) 

In ordc to prevem injury and protect the defensive player attempting to make a play cn 
a liascrunner, the baserunner must be called out if he remains on hi.^ feet and dehberate- 
ly, with great force, crashes into a defensive player holding the ball and waiting to 
apply a lag NOTE If the act is determined to be Hagrant. the offender will be ejected. 
A runner may •.Irdc into the fielder. 

1) When a runner is called out for deliberately crashing into a fielder holding the 
ball, the bail becomes dead. Bach runnei uiust return to the last ba.se touched tX 
iheirmeofthe contact 

2) If. in number (I) above, the runner deliberately crashed into a fielder hjiding the 
ball before he was put out, and, in th" udgement of the umpire, it was an attempt 
to break up an obvious double play, the Immediate succeeding runner wl'l also 
be declar^d out under Rule 8, Sec. 8j. 

3) If the deliberate crash occurs after the runner was called out, the runner closest 
to h plate will be declared out under Rule 8, Sec. 8r. 

4) If an obstructed runner not being played on deliberately crashes into a fielder 
holding the ba'l, the obstruction call will be Ignored, and the runner will be 
called out under Rule 8. Sec. 8t An award of this type under Rule 8. Sec. 5b(I) 

) and (2) does not give the runner the right to violate Rule 8, Sec. 8s 
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5) If a ninner being played on is obstructed and then deliberately crashes into a fielder 
holding the ball, the obstnict ion call will still be honored since the ball becomes dead 
immediately on this type of obstruction, and bases will be awarded according to Rule 
8. Sec. 5b(l). The ninner. however, will be ejected from the game under Rule 8. 
sec. 8s if the act of deliberately crashing into the fielder is flagrant. 

8. DESIGNATED PI AVER OR DP (FP OMY) 

This individual was previou.sly called the DH. however, because of the rule change, 
whereby he can play defense, he shall now be called a "designated player" or DP The 
player listed number 10 in the batting orJer. who plays defense only, will be called the 



1 ) Any of the starling ten (10) players may be withdrawn and re-enter the game one 
time. 

2) Only nine players can bat. however, defensive players may play any position any 
time on defense without penalty DP's arc not limited to only one defensive position. 

3) No one is considered to have left the game until he has been removed from the bat- 
ting order EXCEPTION The DEFO is considered to have left the game any time 
he is substituted for. or the DP plays defense for him. 

4) If the 'DP* plays defense for some player other than the DEFO. m reality the other 
player only bats and assumes tb^ DP role temporarily 

5) A starling player and his sut stitute can never be in the game at the same tin^e 

6) The DP and DEFO can nev.:r be on offense at the same time 

7) The DEFO can never play offense only. 

8) The DEFO may entc r the game offensively for the original DP only 

9) The DP can never pl^ y defense only . 

10) The DP and the DEFO ran both re-enter one time, just like any other starting player. 
9. DOUBLE BASE 

With the approval of the double base at first base, the following rules s>>ould be enforced 
for Its usage* 

a) ,\ baned ball hitfng the white portion is declared fair, and a baned ball hitting the 
orange portion is declared foul. 

b) Both white and orange portions are treated equally for both the offense and the 
defense when running out a base hit or anempting to tag the bag for a force out. 

c) The bancr-runncr may use the orange portion on the first anempt at first base, 
however, should he reach and go beyond first base, he must return to the white por- 
tion 

d) Should the baner-runner round the bn^^t on ^ hit through the mfield or to the outfield, 
he must return to the white portion. 

e) When tagging up on a fly ball, the white portion must be used 
0 On an anempted pick off play (FP Only), the runner must return to the white por- 



10 EQUIPMENT ON THE PLAYING FIELD 

No detached equipment or uniform other than that beirig used in the game at the time 
should be on the playing field Equipment which can be on the f.eld with no violation 
includes the batter's bat and the catcher's mask. Lco>c gloves, hats. bats, (including 
the on^icck batter's bats), jackets, etc . ly:ng on the playing field could cause a 
blocked ball or intr-f^rence (Rule 8. Sec. 5g). 
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THROWN BALL: (1) If a thrown bail hits loose cquipirent belonging to the team 
at bat, interference is ruled if such action interferes with the play. The player be- 
ing played on shall be declared out, the ball is dead, and each baserunrer must 
return to the last base touched prior to the thrown ball hitting the loose equipment. 
(2) If the bat or glove belongs to the team in tne field, it becomes a blocked ball, 
and the overthrow rule applies. (3) If no play is being made on a runner when an 
overthrown ball hits loose equipment, the ball becomes dead immediately, but no 
out is called. 

BATTED BALL: ( 1 ) A batted foul ball touching loose equipment is a foul ball . (2) A 
batted fair ball bouncing off a fielder or a base J»nd touching loose equipment 
belonging to a) the offense orb) the defense is com dered a live ball and in play. 
The umpire should make every effort to keep the playing field free of loose equip- 
ment or clothing. When it is noticed, have it removed Immediately, 

11. EXTRA PLAYER OR EP(SP ONLY) 

This individual was previously called the "EH"; however, because of the rule change, 
whereby he can now play defense, be shall now be called ?a "extra player" or '*EP.'' 
If a team uses the EP it must be on thi Ime-up card at the start of the game, and the team 
must end the game with 1 1 players or forfeit 

All 1 1 players bat, but only 10 pla; defense. Changes with the defensive players can be 
made each inning; however, the baiting order cannot change, (i.e. , the EP can sit on the 
bench one inning, play 3B one inning, play outfield one mnmg, sit on the bench again, 
and then play IB All would be legal as long as the EP remained in his same position m 
the baiting order This would be the same for any of the 1 1 starting players). 
Any of the starting 1 1 can leave the game once and re-enter A starting player and his 
substitute cannot be in the game at the same time. If this occurs, the manager and the 
player listed in the wrong spot on the batting order arc ejected by the umpire. 

12. FAKE TAG 

1) A **FAKE TAG" occurs when a fielder with the ball deceives the runner by im- 
peding his progress (Exp- causing him to slide, slow down, or stop running). 
1 ) ^^Obstruction*' is called when a FAKE TAG is made as mentioned above. It 
is classified as "Obstruction on a runner NOT being played" on The umpire 
shall give the delayed dead ball signal and let the play continue to its comple- 
tion The ob.structed runner — and each other runner affected by the obstruc- 
tion — wil always be awarded the base or bases he would have reached if 
there had not been any obstruction under Rule 8, Sec. 5b(2) Renember, each 
runner is awarded a base or bases only if, in the judgement of the umpire, he 
would have made the base or bases had there not been an^ obstruction. 

b) The umpire should rule ^^Obstruction" on the FAKE TAG, Continued 
FAKE TAGS should result in ejection. In flagrant cases where the sliding 
player gets hurt, the offended player should be ejected without warning. 

c) If a fielder fakes a tag, but the runner continues on to (he next base without 
sliding or breaking stride, there is no rule violation. Obstruction is "the act of 
a fielder in the basepath without the ball, impeding the progress of a runner." 
In this case the progress was not impeded 

13. FALLING OVER THE FENCE ON A CATCH 

J A player does not have to have either one or both feet on the ground when making a 
I catch If he catches a ball in the air and his momentum carries him through or over a 
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fence, the catch is good, the batter out. the ball is dead, and with fewer than two outs, 
all runners are advanced one base without liability to be put out Guidelines to use are 
(I) If he catches the ball BEFORE he touches the ground outside the playing area, the 
catch IS good (2) If he catches the ball AFTER he touches the ground outside the play- 
ing area, it is not a catch. 

14. FORFEITS 

1) Remember, only the plate umpire may forfeit a game (Rule 10, Sec 20 

2) If a base umpire forfeits a game, however, the plate umpire, if he agrees on the 
forfeiture, should also announce the forfeit If the plate umpire disagrees, he 
should reverse the base umpire's decision, although this should rarely happen 

3) The umpire may forfeit a game if physically attacked by a player or spectator 
The word ''may" is used instead of ^'shall" to give the umpire leeway since cir- 
cumstances often dictate whether or not the game should be forfeited An umpire 
should have good judgement when forfeiting a game Forfeiture of a game should 
always be his last option 

15. HITTING A BALL A SECOND TIME 

When an umpire considers the act of a baiter **hilt!ng a ball a second time." he should 
place the act into three categories. These are 

1 ) If the bat is v hand(s) of the batter when the ball comes into contact with it. the 
umpire shouiU ALWAYS consider that the batter deliocrately contacted the ball 
with the bat a second time. If the bat is over fair territory, including over home 
Diate, and the batter is in the batter's bor. it is a foul bail If one foot of the batter 
IS out of the batter's box. he is out. If the ball is over foul territory or in the 
baiter's box when the second contact is made, it is a foul ball When in doubt, 
don't guess the baner out Call it a foul ball 

2) If the bat is out of the batter's hand(s) (dropped or thrown), and it hits the ball in 
fair terntory. the ball is dead, and the batter is out. If the ball hits the bat on the 
ground, the batter is not out The umpire should then determine whether the ball is 
fair or foul based on the fair/foul rule. If the ball rolls against the bat in fair ter- 
ritory, It remains alive until touched or the ball stops It it stops or is touched m 
fair territory, it is a fair ball If after touching the bat in fair territory it rolls to foul 
groundanQStops.it is a foul balL If the ball rolls agamstthc bat in foul territory, it 
is a foul ball regardless. 

3) If a batter swings and misses the ball but accidentally h<ts it on the backswmg. or 
intentionally hits it on the second swing, the ball is dead whether hit fair or foul, 
and is called a foul ball. If on the third strike in slow pitch, the batter is out 

16. HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY) 

A limit of over the-fence home runs will be used in all men's and co-ed slow pitch divi- 
sions. All balls hit over the fence in a game BY A TEAM m excess of the following 
limits will be ruled a foul ball, and if a foul bail is the third strike, the batter is out 
Super (Unlimited). Major (12. any Class A (6). any fair hall hit over the fence in excess 
of B. C, Master, and Co~cd limits are ruled an out. These limits are. Class B (3). any 
Class C (I), any Masters (3). and any Co ;d (3) There is no home run limit for women 
or youth play. 

Any ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence in fair territory 
^ should be considered a four base awurd and not included in the total of over-the fence 
PI V^-tome runs. 
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If the batter misses first base on a home run, and an appeal play results in the batter be- 
ing called out, he is not credited with a hit and thtf team is not charged with a home run. 
If the batter misses any other base and an appeal play results in the batter being called 
out, the hit would still count towards the home run over-lhe-fencc limit even if only 
recorded as a single or double ' ^ the scorebook, as long as a run scores. 

17. IMAGINARY LINE OR DEAD BALL AREA 

When a Helder carries a live ball into a dead ball area, the ball becomes dead, and 
basc(s) are awarded all baserunners If the act is unintentional, the award >sone base If 
the act is intentional, the award is two bases. The award is governed from the last base 
legally touched at ihe time the ball became dead. 

If a chalk line is used to designate an *'out of play" area, the line is considered in play 
If a fielder is touching th'; line, he is considered in the field of play and may make a 
legal catch or a legal throw If either foot is on the ground completely in dead ball ter- 
ritory (not touching the line), the ball becomes dead . No play can be made. 
If a player has one foot inside the hne or touching the line, and another fool in the air at 
the time a catch is made, the catch is good, and the batter is out. If the fielder then steps 
into a dead ball area (foot on the ground), the ball becomes dead, and ail baserunners 
are awarded one base from the last base touched when the ball became dead 

18. INTENTIONALLY DROPPED BALL 

The bali could not be intentionally dropped unless the fieloer has actually caught and 
then dropped it Merely guiding the ball to the ground should not be considered an in- 
tentionally dropped ball. 

19 INTENTIONALLY THROWN BALL OUT OF PLAY 

Defensive players who intentionally throw a ball out of play iii order to prevent a runner 
from returning to a previous base will be penalized by awarding the runner two bases 
from the base he was at when the ball left the fielder's hand. Normal ,iward would be 
from the ''original base" if a lunner is returning to the original base. (See Rule 8, Sec 
5. exception). 

20 INTENTIONAL WALK (FP ONLY) 

The ball is alive during an intentional walk in fast pitch All defensive players, except 
the catcher who must be in his catcher's box, must be in fair territory until the pitch is 
released If they do not position themselves in fair territory, an illegal pitch should be 
called for each pitch thrown while the defense is smnding in foul territory In fast pitch 
the pitches must be thrown to the batter 

21. INTENTIONAL WALK (SP ONLY) 

Because the ball is dead when it crosses the ' tc and therefore no play may be made, it 
is permissible for the batter to be walked intentionally if the plate umpire is notified by 
the pitcher. IF TWO SUCCESSIVE BAITERS ARE TO BE WALKED, the plate 
umpire may not award the second intentional walk until the first batter reaches first base 
(Rule 8, Sec. 2c). 

22. INTERFERENCE 

Interference is defined -'as the .ut of an OFFENSIVE player or team member wnicii 
impedes, hinders, or confuses a defensive player attempting to execute a play. '* Defen- 
sive players must be given the opportunity to field the ball anywhere on the playing 
Q leld. 
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a) Baserunnlng inierftrcncc includes a bascrunncr interfering with a fielder, a 
bascrunncr being hit by a fair batted ball, and a thrown ball striking equipment left 
on the field by the offensive team. 

1) When a bascrunner interferes with a fielder, it may be in the form of physical 
contact, verbal distraction, visual distraction, or any other type of distraction 
which would hinder the fielder m the execution of a play The ump».» •"ust 
determine if the interference occurred before or after the baserunner who in- 
terfered was put out. and then apply the proper rule 

2) When a baserunner is hit by a fair batted bjll, it is interference if it occurred 
before it passed an mfielder (excluding the pitcher) or after it passed an m- 
fi'lder (if another infielder had a chance to make an out;, and provided the 
baserunner was not in contact with a base It is NOT interference if the batted 
ball touched or was touched by a player before it hit the basen'nner 

b) Bntter interference occurs whik the batter is at bat and before he hits the ball It 
occurs in Fast Pitch when the batter interferes with the catcher's throw on an at- 
tempted steal or when h^; interferes with the catcher on a play :;i the plaie. The bat- 
ter's box IS not a sanctuary for the batter He must vacate it to prevent in- 
terference. 

c) On-deck batters may be ru' 1 for interference if they interfere w.th a throw or a 
fielder's opportunity to make an i/dt on a fly bali 

d) Coach's interference occurs when a base coach rurs toward home ?nd draws a 
throw, when he interferes with a fielder attempting to catch l throw a ball, or 
when he aids a runn<»r The coach's box is not a sanctuary. 

e) Spectator in»'ir erence occurs whenever a spectator e.itors the field and interferes 
with a play, reaches onto the fietJ froM tlie stands and prevents a fielder front 
catching rly ball in the field of play. is not interference if the fielder readies 
in'r* stands The field belongs to th' fielder, and the stands belong to the spec- 
tators 

0 Umpire interference occurs when ,1) (F^& SP) an umpire is hit by a fair b?**ed 
ball before it passes a leldc*" (excluding the pitcher or (2) (FP) wher* an um- 
pire interferes with a catcher's attempt to put out a baserunner stealing. In .lUmber 
(1) the batter ru..ner is awarded first base (exception to the statement that 
someone mu,.t be called out on interference) In number (2) it is interference on!y 
if the baserunner is not put out. in which case he is rciurned to his base In no 
other case is umpire interference ruled, 

W.n batter, baserunner, on-deck batte- or coach interference occurs, the ball is 

dead, someone ma!>t be called out, ana each baserunner must return to the last 

base touched at the time of t he interference. 

23 LOCK-BACK RULE (FP ONLY) 
Rule 8. Sec. 8t Thebasemnner is OUT: 

When he faik to keep contact with the base to which he is ent led until a legally pitched 
ball has been released. When a baserunner is legitiniateh ^tt his base after a pitch or the 
result of a batter completing his tur" at bat. he must ir ,-diateIy attempt to advance to 
the next base or immediately return to the base left while the pitcher has the ball within 
the S-foot radius of the pitcher s plate The responsibility Is completely on the run- 
ner. There is no obligation on the p;. *-r to LOOK, FAKE, OR THROW. 
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1 ) Failure to immediately proceed to the next base or return to his original base after 
the pitcher has the ball withm the 8-foot radius of the pitcher's plate will result in 
the bascrunner being declared out. 

2) Once the runner returns to a base for any reason, he will be declared out if he 
leaves said base unless: a) a play is made on him or another rxinner; b) the pitcher 
does not have possession of the ball wiihm 8 feet of the pitching plate; c) the 
pitcher releases the bzW lO the batter; or d) the pitcher drops the ball . 

3) If two runners are off base and two different umpires call each runner out. deter- 
mine which runner was called out first and return the other to the base he left. It is 
not possible to obtain two outs on this rule. 

A base on balls is treated the same as a batted ball as long as the batter-baserunner con- 
tinues past first base. If. however, the batier-baserunner stops at first base and then 
steps off the base after the pitcher has thr ball within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate he is 

our. 

If. after the pitcher has the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, the runner starts back 
to his onginal base or forward to another base and then stops or reverses direction, he is 
OUT unless the pitcher makes a play on him. When a play is made on a runner, he may 
stop or reverse his direction 

If. after the pitcher hus the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, the runner stands off 
his base and does not IMMEDIATELY attempt to advance or return, he is OUT. 
If the pitcher throws the ball from within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, carries it from 
there; sets it on the ground, or otherwise loses possession of it. including handing it to 
another player (even within the 8 feet), it is in^crprer^''^' as MAKING A PLAY and run- 
ners on base may leave at their own nsk. provided i • >t out. A fake throw is also 
considered MAKING A PLAY. The throwing arm mus» u a.sed on a fake throw and 
an actual movement forward must be madj. Just raising the an.i is not considered a fake 
throw. 

Within the 8-foot radius means a) standing on the line, or b) standing completely mside 
the 8-foot circle line. 

OBSTRUCTION 

Obstruction is the act of a fielder, while not in possession of the ball, in the act of 
fielding a batted ball, or about to receive a thrown ball, which impedes the progress of a 
baserunncr who is legally running bases. 

Whenever obstruction occurs, whether a play is bemg made on a runner or not. the um- 
pire will call "obstruction" and signal a delayed dead ball. The ball will remain alive. 
If the obstructed runner is put out prior to reaching the base he would have reached had 
there not been obstruction, a dead ball is called and the obstructed runner — and each 
odier nmncT affected by the obstruction — will be awarded the base(s) he would have, in 
the umpire's judgement, had there not been obstruction. An obstructed runner may 
never be called out between the two bases where he is obstructed. If he is tagged be- 
tween the same two bases, the obstructed runner would either be awarded the forward 
base, or returned to the last base touched. 

If the obstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had 
there not been obstruction, he is n. ing at ins own risk and if tagged, would be railed 
out. The ball remains alive, and other plays can be made. 
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When an obstructed runner not being played on is awarded or reaches a base he would 
have made without obstruction, and a preceding runner is on (hat base, time will be call 
cd. The obstructed runner will be awarded that base, and the runner iKxup>ing il will be 
entitled to the next base without liabihtv to be put out PLAY — Rl advances to third 
base and remains there R2 is obstructed rounding second base and is not being played 
on, He makes it safely to third base This is the base he would have reached had he not 
been obstructed. The ball is thrown to the third baseman while ihere are two runners on 
third base. RULING. ' 'Two runners on the same base" does not apply here Since Rl 
IS forced, the umpire will call lime and award R 1 home and R2 third base 
PLAY — R2 IS obstructed between second and third bases while a play is bein^ made at 
the plate on Rl . The b?'' is then thrown lo F6 who tags the obstructed runner. R2 near 
third base. F6 then throws the ball to F4. who lags the batter runner R3 attempting to 
reach second base 

RULING. R2 IS a runner **not being played on** during the obstruction, thus, at the 
time of the obstnictioi . the ball remained all e and m play until the next play is com 
pleted. The play at the plate was legal When the ball is thrown to F6 and the 'ag made 
on the ob.sinicted R2» the ball is ruled dead and R2 awarded third if in the umpire's 
judgement he would have made third. R3 is returned to first base, because the ball was 
dead 

When the baserunner is obstructed during a "rundown** a delayed dead ball is called 
If the runner is tagged after being obstructed, time is called and the batter awarded the 
base he would have made If the ball is overthrown after the obstruction, the runner can 
advance He cannot be called out between the two bases he was obstructed 
"Catcher obstruction** is a delayed dead ball call Should catcher obstruction be call- 
ed when the batter hits the ball, and if the batter reaches first base safely . and if all other 
runners have advanced at least one base, the obstruction is cancelled All action as a 
result of the batted ball stands If the batter does not reach first base, however, or if one 
of the other runners docs not advance at least one base, the manager of the batting team 
has the option of taking the result of the play, or awarding the batter first base and ad- 
vancing other runners only if they are forced because of the batter being awarded first 
base 

25. OVERTHROWS 

Runners are almost always awarded two bases on overthrows which become bUKked 
When the throw is by an in fielder or an outfielder, the two bases are awarded from the 
last base touched at the time the ball left the thrower's hand. 

Direction of runners has no bearing on the award, i e . when an overthrow is made on a 

runner returning to a base, he is awarded two bases from that base If he was returning 

to first base and the throw was from the outfield and it left the outfielder's hand before 

the runner got back to first base, the runner would be awarded third base 

If a runner touches the next base and returns to his original base, the original base he 

left IS considered the Mast base touched' for purposes of an overthrow award 

The award of bases is based on the position of the front runner if there are two runners 

between the same bases at the time of award. Two runners between first and second will 

be awarded second and third, however if two runners are between second and third. 

both will be awarded home. 
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When a fielder loses possess:on of the ball on an adcmptcd tag and the ball »hen enters 
the dead ball area or becomes blocked, all runners are awarded one base from the last 
base touched at the time the ball entered the dead ball area o- became blocked 
(FP only) On pitched balls gomg out of pla\, ba^crunners ar^ awarded one base 
from the last base touched at the time of the pitch Batters receiving a w.jlk as a result ot 
four balls are still awarded first base only, if ball foui gets a\va> from the uitchor and 
goes out of play, 

26 PITCHI:R\S UNIFORM 

A pitcher should be dressed identical to other pla\cr^ on the team A lon^i sleeved sweat 
shirt under the jersey of any color is acceptable two pla\ers t ncl'idmg the pitcher) 
have sweatshirts on. thc> must be identical in color ..nd st\lc No p!a>er may wear rag- 
ged, frayed, or si it sleeves on an exposed undershirt 

A pitcher may wear a wrist band and a batting glove on the glove wrist and hand The 
batting glove can be white (FP onl\ ) Nothing can be on the pitching wrist or hand, in- 
cluding a bandaid 

(SP ONLY) Pitchers may wear a wrist hand on ther i,itching at m and van have a band- 
aid on pitchmg fingers 

A pitcher may wear the pitcher's toe plate on his shoe 

Exposed white shding pads under a female pitcher's >horl^ should noi be allowed when 
the female pitcher is in a pitching position 

27 PROTKSTED GAME UPHELD AND RESCHEDULED: 

When protested game is upheld, the game is to be rescheduled from the point at which it 
was protested, Ahhough the same lineups arc to be I'sed v hen the game is resumed, 
there is no penalty for substitutions to K legally placed into the lineups at this time' 
E"en if a player wa^ not at the protested game, he is legal to be substituted when the 
game is rescheduled as long as he is on the roster If a player was ejected in the original 
game after the protest was filed, that pla> er can legally play in the rescheduled game 

28 RUN SCORING ON THIRD OUT OF INNING 

A run will not score if the third out of the inning i >a force out at first ba^e (Kitter-runer) 
or at another base if a preceding runner is forced because of the bdlter-runner becoming 
a baserunner. 

Missed bases could result in a force out ( e , if the runner Troni first oase missed se- 
cond base on a base hit and thai was the third out of the inning when properly appealed, 
the run would not count) 

An appeal play on a runner Icav.ng a base twi soon on a caught fiv ball is considered a 
•*time play" and not a force If the appeal result sin the third out. any runners preceding 
the appealed runner would score if they crossed home plate prior to the appeal being 
made 

29 SHOES. 

Metal cleats are legal in adult male and female fast and slow pitch They are not legal m 
adult co-ed slow pitch phy or any level of youth fast or slow pitch Polyureathene or 
plastic cleats shaped to look like a metal triangle toe Meal plate arc illegal in youth and 
co-ed play also If there are nubbins or round plastic cleais in addition to the triangle 
plate, the shoe is legal Cleats that screw onto a post are illegal, but cleats that screw in- 
to the shoe are legal, i f 2 
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30. STEALING (Sow Pitch) 

Base stealing is illegal in Slow Pitch; however, the runner is not out. Sines the ball is 
dead on balls and strikes, he is returned to the base he helo at the time 5f the pitch. 
Because he cannot steal, he may not be picked off base either A runner may be called 
out for failure to keep contact with a base to which he is entitled until a legally pitched 
bait has reached home plate. 

31. SUBSTITimONS 

All substitutions must be reported to the plate umpire who in turn wiM report the 
changes to the official scorekeeper. 

If a substitution is in the game without reporting, he is considered an "unreported 
substitute," and when brought to the plate umpire's attention, the umpire will eject him 
from the game. Once ejected by the umpire, that player now becomes an "ineligible 
player." Refer to Rule 4, Sec. 7a for various situations. 

If a manager removes a substitute from the game and re-enters the same substitute later 
in the game, this is considered an illegal re-entry. For an illegal re-entry, the player and 
his manager are ejected This would not be a forfeit The only time a game is forfeited 
for a substitution violation is if a player ejected by the umpire (ine!ig*ble player) is back 
in the same game. 

Violation of any substitution rule is handled as a protest by the offended team. 

32. TIE GAMES OR GAMES CALLED WHICH ARE LESS THAN REGULATION, 
When these games are rescheduled, the same procedure should be followed as stated m 
POE #27 "Protested games upheld and rescheduled." 

In determining tie games after five innings (regulation game) hnve been played, the 
home team must have had the opportunity to bat and tie the scon . ifit has scored more 
runs than the visiting team and the game is called in the fifth or sixth inning, the home 
team shall be the winner. If the visiting team has scored more runs than the home team 
in the sixth or seventh and the home team has not had the opportunity to bat. the game 
reverts back to the previous innmg If that score was tied, it would be a tie game, if the 
sec re was not tied when it reverted back, a winner could be declared if one team was 
ahead and five full innings have been played. 

If a game is called before five full innings have been played (or four :ind cnc-half if the 
home team is ahead), the game will be resumed at the point at which it \^as called 

). TIE BREAKER RULE 

Although not officially adopted by the ASA. .ic tic breaker rule is used by the NCAA 
and in local leagues Depending on the inning to enforce the tie breaker, during each 
half inning of its use, the offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player who is 
scheduled to bat ninth in that respective half inning being placed at second base, (i.c . if 
the number five batter is to lead off. number four in the batting order will be placed at 
second base. A substitute can be insertco for the runner ) 
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Coach draws throw at home 
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the ball leaves the pitcher's hand 
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Leaving base too soon g 1 1^ 

8 9 J 

16" 8 4 d 

Leading off SP 8 6 h EFFECT 

FP 8 8 I 

Misses home plate g g j 

Must return to his base . . g 6 a-i 

Not out g 9 a-n 

Obstructed g 5b 

Offensive team collecting to confuse 

defense g go 

^t g g a-w 

Overruns first base and attempts to go 
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Passes another runner . ... 88c 

Running bases in reverse order . 8 1 d 
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Running out of baseline .... 8 8a 

Running start ... g g^ 

Struck by fair ball while off base g g 

Struckby fair ball while on I ISO . 8 9k 

Two ocrupy^g base at sari, time g i e 

BASES 3 6 

Drawing 

Running in legal order . 8 I a-L 

BASE UMPIRE ... 10 3 ab 

BAT 3 1 

Hitting ball second time 5 

Warm-up ... . . 32 

BATTED BALL. ... 16 

BATTER 

Becomes a batter- runner . 8 2 a-f 

Chopping down on ball SP 115 

Enters batter's box with altered bai 7 | j 

7 tl b 

9 1 w 

Enters batter's box with illegal bat 7 l c 

7 II c 
9 I X 

Hindenng the catcher 7 3 
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Hit by pitch 7 6c 

FP/M 8 2 f 

9 1 c 

Hitting a fair ball with the bat a 
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Hitting with illegal bat . . . 7 1c 

7 n c 

Intention?' walk 8 2c EFFECT 
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BATTER-RUNNER 1 8 
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Going directly to first base 8 7 f 
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BATTER^SBOX ... » 7 

Dimensions 2 4 c 

Drawing .... 
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Drawing 
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BLOCKED BALL 1 10 

9 1 V 

Offensive equipment on field 8 5 g (play 4) 

BODY PROTECTORS 3 9 

For umpires 10 1 c 

BOX SCORE 1? 2 a-b 
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For players 3 11 a 
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CASTS 3 11 f 
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Dimensions 2 4d 

Drawing 
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INNINGS J 40 
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6 


1 


a-c 






5 


2 




PIVOT FOOT 




1 






PLATE UMPIRE 




10 


2 


a-g 


PLAY BAI L 




1 


52 


f(3) 


Fall to resume play in 2 niinutes 




5 


3 


PLAY MADE BY UNANNOUNCED 










SUBslll Ulb .... 










PLAYERS.. . 




4 


1 


a-g 


Minimum number to play 




4 


6 


a-f 


Officially entermg the game 




4 


7 


a-d 


Positions . . 




4 


2 


a-d 


Removed from game 




4 


7 


d 


PLAYING FIELD . 




2 


1 




Drawing 










Fitness for play . 




2 




/^'"OTESTS... 




11 


1 7 
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PROTESTS 

Decisions 

Exampl-s 

Information needed 

Notification of intent 

Time limit 

QUICK RETURN PITCH. 

re-enter game 

penalty for illegal 
Re-entry 

REFUSING TO PLAY 

regulation GAME 

REMOVAL FROM GAME . 

Batter using altered bat 

Manager or coach 

Substitute not announced . . 

Second offense 

Violation of rules 

RESIN 



RETURN OF PITCH TO prrCHER .. . 



REVERSAL OF UMPIRE'S DECISION . 

ROSTERS (male and female) 

RUNNER 

Courtesy runner (illegal) 

lOFTSAa GUIDE X S 



FP 
M 
SP 
16" 



1-7 

7 
1,2 
6 
4 

5 



53 
10 
10 
7 
9 



a-e 
a-b 
a-b 

b 
b 





4 


5 a 




5 






e 


3-4 




4 


5 a 




4 


7 a 




5 


3 f(6)-(7) 




7 


1 d EFFECT 




7 


It b 




5 


8 




4 


5 a 




4 


7 a 




10 


9 c 




10 


1 j(3) 


FP 


6 


6 


6 


6 




SP 


6 


5 


16" 


6 


6 


FP 


6 


3 e 




M6 


6 


SP 


6 


3 e 


16" 


6 


3 e 




to 


6 b 




4 


1 c 



54 
7 d 
t I 
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Leaving base too soon on caught fly ball 8 8 f 

Leaving base too soon on pitch FP 6 10 c 

M 6 10 c 

SP 6 8b 

RUNS BATTED IN 12 4 a-f 

RUNS NOT SCORED 5 6-7 

8 1 f 

Force out 8 4a 

RUNS SCORED 5 5 

11 3 

SACRIFICE FLY 1 55 

SCOREKEEPER'S SUMMARY 12 7 a t 

SCORING 12 i-9 

Forfeited game records 12 9 

Nob£iehit 12 3 a-c 

Runs 5 6-7 

SHOES 3 8 

SINGLE UMPIRE 10 4 

SIXTEEN-INCH SLOW PITCH RULES 

Ball 3 3 

Base Distance 2 3 

Lead Off 8 6 h EFFECT 

Pick Off 6 8 

Pitching 6 1-2 

Pitching Distance 2 3 

Pitching Hesitation 6 4 

Outfield Distance 2 1 

SOFTBALL, IV\ 12", & 16" ^ 3 

SPECTATORS, ABUSIVE 

LANGUAGE 10 9 a 

Attack umpire 5 3 e 

Interference (blocked ball) 1 10 

9 1 V 

SPEED OF PITCH SP 6 3 a 

16" 6 3a 

SPIKES 3 8 

Q ''outh 3 8 
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STARTING LINEUP 

Number of players 

Positions 

Re-enter 

STARTING PITCHER . ... 
STEALING ... 

Leaving bases after returning . . 

Scoring 

When ball leaves pitcher's hand . 

STEPTAKEN BY PITCHER .. 



STEPPING OUT OF BATTER^S BOX 
STOLEN BASE 

Leaving base after returning 

Scoring 

When ball leaves pitcher's hand 

STR/KE 

Eill hitting batter on third strike . 
Dropped third stnke 

STRIKE ZONE 

SUBSTITUTE 

Counesy runner (illegal) 

No substitute available . . 

Notify umpire 

Officially m game . . . 

Re-enter 

Unannounred (illegal) . . 

SUBSlTTUrE RUNNER 

For injurco player 

SUSPENSION Or* PLAY 
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4 


7 




4 


5 




4 


2 a-d 




4 


s 

J 




1 


56 




1 


57 


SP 


8 


6 h 




8 


8 u 


FP 


12 


8 


FP/M 


8 


3 a 




8 


8 t 


FP 


6 


2 a 


M 


6 


2 a 


FP 


5 


3 c 


M 


5 


3 e 


SP 


5 


2 


16" 


6 


2 




7 


1 a 


FP 


1 


57 


SP 


8 


6 h 


FP/M 


8 


8 t 




12 


g 


FP 


8 


3 a 




7 


6 a-g 




7 


6 e 




g 


2 b 


FP 


1 


58 


SP 


1 


58 




4 


7 d 




9 


1 1 




5 


3 f(7) 




4 


7 i* 




4 


7 b(l)- 




4 


5 




4 


7 a 




4 


7 b(3) 




9 


1 i 




5 


3 f(3) 




10 


8 a-h 





Game 


Rule 


Section 


Article 


TAPE ON PITCHING HAND 


FP 


6 


6 






M 


6 


6 






SP 


6 


5 






10 


0 


6 








4 


1 




Refusing to play 








f(2) 


To continue playing 




4 


5 


a-f 






5 


3 


f(7) 


To start a game 




4 


6 


a-f 


THIRD STRIKE RULF 


FP/M 


8 


2 


b 




SP 


7 


11 


m 


THREE-FOOT I INE niMFNSIONS 




2 


4 




Drawing 










THROAT PROTFCTORS ^maslf*:^ 




3 


9 


a 


Umpires 




10 






THROWING TO A BASE WHILE FOOT 










IS IN CONTACT WITH PITCHER'S 










PLATE 


FP 


6 


9 






M 


6 


9 






10 


/: 
0 


Q 




THROWING GLOVE AT BALL . . 




8 


5 


f 


TIE GAMES 




e 

J 


3 


b.d.g 


Regulation tie 




5 


4 


b 


TIME 




1 


59 




By umpire 




10 


8 


a-h 


Player-manager-coach ... 


FP 


6 


10 






M 


6 


10 


e 






6 


8-9 


c 






6 


10 


c 


TRAPPED CATCH . 




7 


1 


h NOTE 


TRIPLE PLAY 




I 


60 




TURN AT BAT 




1 


61 




UMPIRES 




10 


1-9 




Equipment/Uniform , , 




10 


1 


c 


Interference 




8 


2 


e 


Plate umpire 


FP 


8 


6 


d 




FP/M 


9 


r 


9 






9 


2 


d.e 


Judgement ... 




10 


6 
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o 

Signals 

Reversal of Decision 

UNIFORMS 

For players 

For umpires 

Numbers on uniform 

VIOLATIONS 

WALK 



WARM-UPBATS 

WARM-UP PITCHES FOR RELIEVING 
PITCHER BETWEEN INNINGS FP 

M 
SP 
16" 

WHITE WEBBING, CIRCLE, OR 
rlGURE ON GLOVE 

WILD PITCH 

Goes out of play pp 

WIN CREDITED TO PITCHER 

WINDUP pp 

M 
SP 
16- 

WINNING TEAM 

WITHDRAWN 

WRISTBANDS ON PITCHER FP/M 

M 
SP 
16" 

YOUTH DIFFERENCES 

Metal spikes 

3rd strike foul (SP Only) 

No stealing (FP) 

Field Dimensions 

i'S2 . 



10 7 a-r 
10 6 b 



3 11 

10 1 c 

3 II d 

10 9 a-c 

1 3 

8 2 c 

8 8 t(2)N0TE 

3 2 



6 8 

6 8 

6 6 

6 7 

7 7 f 



3 7 

I 62 

8 5 c 

12 5 a-b 

6 4 a-e 

6 4 a-e 

6 4 a-f 

6 4 a-d 

5 4 

4 5 

6 6 
6 6 
6 5 
6 6 



3 8 

7 1 1 (m) exception 

8 6 J 
2 1.3 



Rule Modifications 
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NJCAA Rule Modifications 



National Junior College Athletic Association 

Section 5* Rules and Procedures 

a. Current ASA Rules will be used with the following exceptions. 

1 . Helmets will be required for runners, catchers, batters, and on 
deck personnel. 

2. The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. 

b. A maximum of 17 players shall be designated prior to that team's 
first game of the National Tournament, which includes district 
play. 

c. The tournament shall be conducted as a double elimination fast 
pitch tournament. 

d. ASA official softballs shall be used. All teams will use the official 
tournament ball. The Dudley Day/Nite ball will be the official 
game ball (SB12-LND). 
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NCAA Rule Modifications 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 

a. Championships only. 

(1) Enclosed facility. The complex must be enclosed so that admis- 
sion can be charged. 

(2) Field requirements. The field must have a skinned infield, an 
outfield fence and there must be 25 feet (maximum 30 feet) from 
home plate to backstop. For Divisions II and III, sideline fences 
are required. 

(3) Regional fence distances. For all divisions, the distance to the 
outfield fence may not exceed 235 feet. Whenever possible, 
outfield fences shall be 190 feet in left and right fields, and 220 
feet m center field. The outxield fence may also be 200 fe^^t all 
around, as recommended by the Amateur Softball Association. 

(4) Final fence distances. For all division championships, the outfield 
fences shall be 190 feet in left and right fields, and 220 feet in 
center field. 

(5) 10- run rule. A five-inning, 10-run rule will be used in all three 
NCAA championships (all rounds). 

(6) Tie-breaker. If the score remains tied after nine complete in- 
nings, at the start of the 10th inning, the offensive team shall 
begin its turn at bat with the player who completed the last *at 
bat" in the ninth inning placed as a runner on second base. 

b. Regular season and championships 

(1) Pitching distance. The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. The 
pitcher will take a position with both feet on the ground and in 
contact with (but not off the side of) the pitcher's plate. Shoul- 
ders shall be in line with first and third base, with the ball held in 
one hand. One step may be taken, which shall be forward. 

(2) Line-up. The line-up becomes official when it is submitted to the 
umpire. 

(3) Headbands. In addition to wearing caps or visors, players on the 
same team may also wear headbands as defined by the ASA, 
provided the headbands are alike in make and color (must be a 
team color), and do not include any visible commercial identifi- 
cation larger than 1 1/2 inches square in size. 
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NAIA Rule Modifications 

National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 



PITCHING DISTANCE [Rule 2, Section 3] 
The pitching distance shall be 43 feet 

PITCHING REGULATIONS [Rule 6, Section 1, item a] 

Preliminaries— before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall 
comply with the following: 

a. She shall take posit^ vith both feet on the ground and in contact 
with (but not off thw side of) the pitcher's plate. Her shoulders 
shall be in line with 1st and 3rd bases. She shall hold the ball in one 
hand. One step may be taken, which shall be forward. 
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Secondary School Rule Modifications 



Rule J, Section 8. Youth (Secondary School) shoes: no metal, ha'd 
plastic, or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plate, or 
shoes with detachable cleats are allowed in any division at any level of 
youth (Secondary School) play. 

Rule 5, Section 9a. Masks, with throat protectors, must be worn by 
catchers in fast pitch and are recommended in slow pitch. Youth (Sec- 
ondary School) catchers (?P ONLY; must wear the pr tective helmet 
and mask with attached throat protector. 

Rule 5, Section 9b. Body protectors are recommended for catchers in 
fast pitch. Youth (Secondaiy School) catchers must wear body protec- 
tois in fast pitch and it is recommended they wear body protectors in 
slow pitch. 

Rule J, Section 9c. Youth (Secondary School) fast pitch catchers must 
wear shin guard?, and it h recommended for adult fast pitch. 

Rute J, Section 9d. (Secondary Schools: catcher's mask and throat 
protector are mandatory during warmup by any player in the catcher's 
position.) 

Rule J, Section lie. Helmets are permissible for batters, pitchers, 
baserunners, ard catchers. Other than catchers and pitchers, helmets 
may not be v bv .-iny i^ther defensive player, except for medical 
purposes. > \ry Schcol: since the 1988 season, it is required that 
battel's, bi rs, and on-deck batters wear head protectors v;ith 

NOCSAEsu... J 

Rule 4y Section Ig. (Secondary Schools: a player who has been ren- 
dered unconscious during a game shall not 1. peimitted to resume 
participation that day without written authonzauon from a physician.) 
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Officiating 
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NAGWS Affiliated 
Boards of Officials 

The Affiliated Boards of Officials (ABO) is one of 8 structures of the 
National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS). The 
following official statement of goals was approved b> the ABO Execu- 
tive Council (Fall* 1977) in an effort to clarifv the future dirtLtjons of 
ABO: 

1. To improve the quality of officiating foi girls' ^nd women's sports 
contests, regardless of the level of skill/matunty of players, or the 
rules governing the contest. 

2. To increase the number of competent women officials, not to the 
exclusion of men. but as needed affirmative action. 

3. To promote the involvement of women in the governing bodies of 
other sports officiating groups. 

The purpose of the ABO is to promote quality officiatmg for girls and 
women*s sport programs by: 

(1) Developing officiating Jechniques 

(2) Providing materials for training and rating officials 

(3) Disseminating information about officiating 

(4) Promoting the use of ABO-rated officials 

(5) Developing standards of conduct for officials compatible with the 
philosophy of the NAGWS 

(6) Providing the organizational and administrative structure for the 
coordination of Affiliated Boards 

(7) Promoting standards with respect to training, ratings, and uni- 
forms. 

Local boards provide opportunities for interested individuals to learn 
about officiating or judging and are authorized to give NAGWS ratings. 

The Principles and Techniques of Officiating (PTO) Chairpersons for 
each of the sports in which ABO grants ratings are specifically con- 
cerned with enumerating the mechanics used by referees, umpires, and 
judges in officiating games, meets, or matches. 

The Examinations and Ratings (E & R) Chairpersons for each of the 
sports in which ABO grants ratings are responsible for preparing, revis- 
ing, and analyzing the officiating theoretical (written) examinations. 
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ABO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

ABO Administrative Committee 
Marcia Alterman, Chair 
Ann Casey, Chair-elect 
Terry Lawton, Past Chair 
June Courteau 
Karen Gee 
Janis Matson 

ABO Rules Interpreters 
June Courteau, Basketball 
Sue Lemaire, Volleyball 
Janis Matson, Softball 

If you have questions concerning the rules or techniques of officiating 
Softball, write to: 

Dennis Mader 
RDH 2, Box 26F 
Cross Creek 

Bergettstown, PA 15021-9401 

Additional information regarding ABO softball officiating concerns 
may be secured by writing: 

Janis Matson 

Rt. 1, Box 222B, Roads End 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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Statement of Philosophy of the 
Affiliated Boards of Officials 



The Role of the Official in the Compedth^e Situation 

Educational values should be of primary concern to all who have 
leadership roles in a competitive program. As one of those fulfilling 
leadership roles, the official must be concerned with promoting those 
values and with the welfare of the participant. The unique contribution 
of the official is assuring equal opportunity and fair play for all. The 
official essentially acts as an arbitrator, providing judgments that are 
within the spirit and intent of the rules. Decisions are based on objective 
evidence, free from bias and from the emotion that often pervades the 
competitive environment. 

An official enters the competitive situation with a thorough under- 
standing of the letter, as well as the intent of the rules, the strategy and 
skills of the sport to be played, and correct execution of officiating 
techniques to view the contest accurately. The official maintains a 
friendly yet reserved attitude toward all throughout the sport experi- 
ence. The official is flexible, operating within officiating standards ap- 
propriate to the age of the performers, the level of skill, and the facilities 
available. Biases by playc s, spectators, and coaches will be evaluated 
with an understanding not only of the multiplicity of ways in which 
individuals may react to a competitive experience but also of the behav- 
ior appropriate to such an educational experience. Duties will be per- 
formed fairly, efficiently, and without drawing undue attention to the 
official. In oruer to strengthen the official's effectiveness, personal 
evali»:.(ion of performance will be made and solicitation of constructive 
c»^l(icism from coaches, players, and adininistrators viU be sought. 
Though receiving a fee. the ultimate reward to the official will be that ot 
having rendered a valuable service to girls and women who have found 
personal meaning in expressing themselves through the medium of 
sport. 
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Affiliated Boards of Officials 
Honor Award 



The Affiliated Boards of Officials encourage NAGWS members to 
consider nominating a candidate for the ABO Honor Award. Criteria 
for the award are as follows: 

1. Candidates shall be at least 30 years of age and shall have worked in 
promoting officiating through the ABO for at least ten years. 

2. Candidates shall be persons of high moral character and personal 
integrity who by their leadership and efforts have made an outstand- 
ing and noteworthy contribution to the advancement of girls' and 
women's sports through officiating. 

3. To indicate leadership of meritorious contribution, the candidats 
should present evidence of successful experience in any six or more 
categories of service from the following: 

Category 1: Offices- Leadership 

1. Member of the Executive Council of the Affiliated Board of 
Officials. 

2. Outstanding service at the state level in promoting the work of 
ABO. 

Category 2: Committee Work 

3. Chairperson of a committee of the AJO, such as a sport 
officiating committee. 

4. Committee work over a perid of three years or more with local, 
state, district or the national organization within the structure of 
A.B.O. 

Category 3: Writing- Research 

5. Author or co-author of one or more books in areas dealing with 
officiating of girls' or won»en's sports. 

6. Author of five or more articles concerning officiating of girls' or 
women's sports which have been published in periodicals of 
national scope. 

7 Producer or dirrctor of a movie or other visual aid to be ised in 
the teachin;5 of officiating. 
Category 4: Speaking and Teaching 

8. Significant addresses for educational groups, conventions, radio 
arid television audiences about officiating of girls' and women's 
sports. 

9. Presentations of clinics and workshops concerning officiating of 
girls' and women's sports. 

10. Teaching and training of officials 
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Category 5: Officiating and Rating 

11. Holding a national ABO rating. 

12. Being an official at a regional or national girls* or women's 
tournament. 

13. Rating of officials for a period of five .'►r more years. 
Category 6: Public Relations 

14. Promoting the use of ABO officials as an administrator of a 
school or recreation group or as a committee member of a city or 
league. 

1 5. Serving on the governing body of sports officiating groups other 
than ABO and contributing liaison efforts and/or the promotion 
of the involvement of women in the decision making process of 
other sport groups. 

16. An outstanding original contribution to the development of 
officiating of girls' and women's sports not included i ithe above. 



Send recommendations to: 
ABO Honor Award 
NAGWS Program Administrator 
1900 Association Drive 
RestoD, VA 22091 
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Standards for Officials' Ratings in 
Softball 



There are four ratings for officials. Each is designed to meet the needs 
of various levels of Softball competition and to stimulate the interest of 
individuals who desire to officiate. The Apprentice Rating qualifies the 
holder to officiate with another umpire, at lower level secondary games. 
The Local Rating qualifies the holder to officiate lower level secondary 
games or high school varsity games with another umpire. The State 
Rating qualifies the holder to officiate any secondary game with or 
without another umpire. The Collegiate Rating (formerly the State or 
National) qualifies the holder to officiate any high school, junior college, 
or four year college game. 



Duration of Rating 

All ratings are for one year. Participants must meet the standards set 
for the theoretical examination and the rules and mechanics clinic de- 
fined below. 



Theoretical Examina^on 

The written examination is given yearly to insure thai the official has a 
thorough knowledge of the '^ Ics, and knows how to apply them. It is the 
NAGWS policy to set minimum standards with the understanding that 
all Softball boards will adhere to them. There are two different forms of 
the test which can be administered one week apart for a participant who 
has failed to attain the minimum standards on the first form and wishes 
to be re tested. 



Rules and Mechanics Clinic 

All umpires must attend an approved rules and mechanics clinic given 
by either amember of the National Staff or by a person designated by the 
local board. 



Practical Examination 

All practical examinations will be at the discretion of the local boards. 
One suggested system would be to set up a committee of evaluators 
Q {minimum of three). The evaluators would observe (unannounced or 
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announced) a team of two officials during a double header. The evalu- 
ators will observe and make note of the individual's mechanics and 
knowledge of the rules both behind the plate and on the bases. Specifi- 
cally, the raters would be critiquing the following: promptness (arrives 
early), neatness of uniform, pregame duties, rules and application, me- 
chanics, positioning and angle for calls, judgement and decisiveness, 
cooperation with partner, control of game, composure, reaction to 
game/crowd pressure, and general attitude. The evaluators would then 
meet with each official to discuss the strong aspects of their performance 
and to provide feedback on ways to improve. 



Requirements for Ratings 
Apprentice Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination — minimum score of 70%. 

b. Practical examination — must show an interest in becoming an 
umpire and demonstrate basic umpiring mechanics. 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 

Local Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination — minimum score of 76%. 

b. Practical examination — must demonstrate a basic understanding 
of rule application and umpiring mechanics as determined by local 
board. 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 
State Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination — minimum score of 82%. 

b. Practical examination — must be able to interpret and enforce all 
rules and demonstrate proper mechanics and correct positioning 
as determined by the local board. 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 

Collegiate Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination — minimum score of 82%. 

b. Practical examination— must be an experienced official with a 
minimum of three (3) years of umpiring and successfully com- 
pleted a practical examination as determined by the local board. 
Q *lust attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 
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Patch and Uniform 

All NAGWS/ABO officmis are required to wear an official ABO 
patch which can be purchased only by board chairs, from the National 
Office. Patches are sport and rating specific, i.e.. State, Softball. At this 
time, there is not a patch for collegiate officials. 

The following uniform is required of all ABO officials receiving fees 
for their services: All umpires are to be dressed according to Rule 10, 
Section 1. Male and female umpires shall wear a powder blue Elbeco 
shirt, long or short sleeved; dark, navy trousers and cap. All other 
paraphernalia (socks, leather or vinyl belt, ball bag and jacket) must also 
be dark navy blue for both male and female umpires. The plate umpire, 
whether male or female, in fast pitch must wei-r a mask with a throat 
protector. Body protectors are mandatory for females in fast pitch and 
are optional in slow pitch. 
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How To Become A Rated Official 



1. Study the rules, techniques of officiating, and study questions. 

2. Attend interpretations meetings and officiatmg chnics or trammg 
courses conducted in your vicinity. 

3. Practice often. To some, officiating comes easiK , to others it comcs 
only as the result of hard work and concentration Welcome criti- 
cism and work hard to improve. 

4. Find out from the chair of the nearest atfiliated board when exam- 
inations for ratings are to be helii. 

5. Take your ratmg remembering that it is the aim of the Affiliated 
Boards of Officials to maintam high standards for officials. 



Methods for Practical Examinations 

A. New Candidates 

1. New NAGWS/ABO candidates (inexperienced or unregistered) 
can qualify for an apprentice rating by meeting one of the 
follcvving criteria: 

a. attend a series of structured clinics set up by the Board, the 
number to be specified by the Board, or 
secure a passing grade and the recommendation of the instruc- 
tor man officiating course at the college level (the course must 
be approved by the Board), or 

c. attend officiating courses offered by another organization. 
Candidate must secure a recommendation from said Course 
and such a Coutse must be approved by the Board Courses 
offered by recreation departments or adult education would 
be acceptable. 

New apprentices shall work with more experienced officials for a 
number of contests, as designated by the affiliated board. 

2. New NAGWS/ABO candidates (those who are experienced 
officials and/or registered with other officiating organizations) 
can b-e awarded a rating after completing the following require- 
ments: 

a. ;eceiving the appropriate score on the NAGWS/ABO 
Theoretical Examination (Form A or Form B); and, 

b, demonstrating ability to use ABO officiating techniques. The 
local Affiliated Board shall specify the nature of the demon- 

O ^ stration but shall recognize the officiary experience. 
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B. Methods for Practical Renewal 

1. An official may renew or upgrade a rating by officiating under 
observation of the examiinng committee. See this section for 
number of raters required. 

2. Alternative Method for Renewing at the same levt xception: 
basketball and volleyball nationals, gymnastics tals, and 
synchronized swimming officials). 

a. officiate a minimum of 3 intercollegiate, inierscholastic, or 
interagency contests during which a minimum of 5 different 
evaluators are involved. Evaluators may be sought from 
coaches of the teams involved and/or ABO officials watching 
the contest. (The NAGWS/ABO official must have a rating 
comparable to that being sought by the renewal candidate.) 
Prior to the contest, the candidate shall ask the coaches 
and/or officials to respond to the evaluation postcard ad- 
dressed to the appropriate sports chair, indicating the quality 
of officiating. After the contest, the person responding 
should fill out the postcard, indicating an opinion as to the 
competency of the official and mail it to the appropriate 
sports chair. If an average of 4 is scored by the official as 
indicated from the 5 responses, a national rating is automatic, 
providing that a minimum of 88 had been scored on the 
theoretical examination. If an average of 3 5 is scored by the 
official as indicated from ^he 5 responses, a state rating is 
automatic, providing that a minimum of 82 had been scored 
on the written examination. 

b. officiate a designated number of contests, such to be desig- 
nated by the board. 

If written complaints are received about an official renewing as in a. or 
b. above, a more formal method should be used. 



Recommended Fees 

Local boards should esiabhsh tecs that reflect the level of raimg of the 
official as well as the type and level of competition within their locale 
Boards are encouraged to establish fees m conjunction vvilh local gov- 
erning groups. The fee schedule should reflect differential pa> based 
upon rating levels. 

It IS strongly recommended that fee schedules not differ from that of 
officials of boys sports, given substantially similar t>pe and level of 
J '-nmpetition as girls' sports. 
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Registration of Officials 

Most states require those who officiate either boys* or girls in- 
terscholastic contests to be registered with the State High School Ath- 
letic Association or other administrative body. All NAGWS/ABO offi- 
cials who officiate high school or junior high school games are urged to 
cooperate fully with their state regulatory body. 

Amateur Standing of Officials 

An official who wishes to maintain amateur status as a participant in a 
sport must be aware of the ruling(s) on amateur status established by 
various governing bodies for that sport. 

Amateur status is defined by high school and college governing bodies 
as w ell t's by national sport governing bodies that hold the franchise from 
international sport governing groups. 

The official who wishes to maintain amateur status as a participant »s 
responsible for investigating the specific regulations of each governing 
body with jurisdiction over such eligibility. 

National Governing Bodies 

Basketball— Write the Amateur Basketball Association of |he United 
States of America, 1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 

Competitive Diving— Write U.S. Diving Inc., 901 W. New York St., 
Indianapolis, IN 46202. 

Competitive Swimming— Write U.S. Swimming, 1750 E. Boulder St., 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 

Gymnastics— Write the United States Gymnastics Federation, 1099 N. 
Meridian, Suite 380, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 

Soccer— Write the United States Soccer Federation, 350 Fifth Ave., 
Suite 4010, New York, NY 10118. 

Softball (Fast Pitch and Slow Pitch)— Write Amateur Softball Associa- 
tion, 2801 N.E. 50th St., RR #4, Box 385, Oklahoma City, OK 
73111. 

Synchronized Swimming-^Write U.S. Synchronized Swimming Inc., 
1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 

Track and Field— Write the Athletics Congress/USA, 155 W. Washing- 
ton St., Suite 220, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 

Volleyball— Write the United States Volleyball Association, 1750 E. 
Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 
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Information for Affiliated Boards 



How to Establish a Board of Officials 

1 . Establish the need for an affiliated board by contacting individuals 
in the area who have current rriings or who are interested in 
standardizing and raising the le^el of officiating. 

2. Write to NAGWS/ABO Pror/am Administrator, c/o NAGWS/ 
AAHPERD, 1900 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091, for a 
sample copy of an authorizt^d constitution for officials' boards and 
application for becoming an affiliated board. 

3. At a designated meeting of interested individuals present plans for 
forming a board. 

a. choose a name which will permit expansion of function as need 
may arise; do not limit title to one sport. 

b. from the group, elect a chair, chair-elect, secretary, and treas- 



c. form an examining co.nmittee of at least three members for 
each sport m w hich you would hke to give ratings. If any membp»- 
has been rated elsewhere, such experience should be helpful; su.n 
a rating is not necessary, however. It is suggested that members 
of the examining committee be examined and obtain ratings 
from other affiliated boards whenever possible. 

d. make plans for drawing up a constitution according to the sam- 
ple copy received from the NAGWS/ABO Program Adminis- 
trator of the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials. Plan to 
devote some time to the study of the rules and to practice 
officia:ing. If possible, secure the assistance of some rated offi- 
cial in t ach sport for which the Board anticipates giving ratings. 

4. Send the completed application form, two copies of the local 
constitution, and a check for $25 affiliation fee (made payable to 
the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials) to the NAGWS Na- 
tional Office. Indicate the sports in which you wish to grant ratings 
by listing the names and qualifications of 3 interested individuals. 
Approval of the application will come from the ABO Past Chair 
who will request that examination packets be sent to your Af- 
filiated Board Chair for all sports in which your Board is authorized 
to give ratings. The process of accepting an application for affilia- 
tion of a new Board and of requesting that the proper examination 
packets be sent ordinarily takes several weeks. Prospective 
Boards, therefore, should file for affiliation at leas^ 2 months 
Q before they wish to held rating sessions. 
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5. Admifijiter Form A of the National Theoretical Examination. 
Form B of the National Theoretical Examination may be adminis- 
tered to those who did not pass Form A. 

6. Conduct practice sessions in rating officials. All persons on the 
examining comuiittee who have not previously rated officials 
shculd have a minimum of three practice sessions prior to actually 
ratifi'?. Secure the assistance of a rated official in these practice 
sessions if at all possible. 

7. Give practical examinations to individuals who pass the written 
exammaiion. (Note minimum number ot raters reqmrcd to give 
various ratings, in thi: section.) 

8. Order appropriate rating ce-'ds and patches from the NAGWS Na- 
tional Office for distributiofi to those w..j pass the theoretical and 
r;actical examination. 

9. Send lists of approved officials to schools and other organizations in 
the area. This notice should indicate the fees for officiating and 
should give the name, address, rating, and telephone number of 
each official. 

10. Keep accurate lists of all persons receiving ratings. Submit an 
NAGWS computer report for each sport in which your Board is 
authorized to gi^e ratings and submit to the NAGWS National 
Office. An appropriate NAGWS computer form is included in each 
examination packet. Due date for submitting all forms. June 1; 
exception: Gymnastics due January 1. Send completed exam an- 
swer sheets to the NAGWS National Office, who conducts a yearly 
item analysis. 

Adding Sports — Expansion of Services 

Should 3oard wish to add ratings in other sports, the i'hair of the 
Board shouid write the ABO Past Chair c/o NAGWS National Office. 
The Board shouid indicate the names of a minimum of 3 persons 
qualified to act as examiners in that sport for the next 2 years. Qualifica- 
tions and experience in the sport should be listed for each potential 
examiner. Should your Board qualify, yor will be notified by iht ABO 
Past Chair and will receive a packet for administering examinations. 

IVlaintaining AfTiliated Statu.s 

lo maintain affiliated status in each sport in \shitfi it gi\es latings. a 
Board nnist: 

1. Pay dues each year to the NA GWS National Office. (Notification will 
O be sent each spring.) 
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2. Submit a yearly NAGWS computer report to the NAGWS National 
Office regarding the current status of rated officials. (Reports for 
each port must be submitted by June 1, with the exception of 
Gymnastics, which is due by January 1. Appropriate forms are in- 
cluded in examination packets.) 
Vp^ Examination packets are mailed yearly to qualified boards on: 

July 1— Volleyball 

August 1— Basketball 

January 1— Gymnastics 

January 15— -Fast Pilch & Slow Pitch Softball 

If you do not receive your packet(s) within two weeks of the above 
dates, contact the National Office, 1900 Association Dr., Reston, VA 
22091 (703) 476-3450. 
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National Association for Girls & Women in Sport 

Sports Libraiy for Girls and Womer) 



The American Alliance for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Dance 
Q 1900 Association Dr. 

ERJC l.^'J RestoaVA 22091 

™" 0-88314-430-1 



